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RE A D E R. 


9 Is not to be expected, that 
IT ELLEN the World will take it for 
IS T 7 Y an Excuſe of the tedious De- 
55 e i lay has been made in pub- 
155 11 liſning the 7th Volume of 
the Turkiſh Spy, to ſay, That 
our Arabian now grows Old and Decrepid ; 
is forced to walk with a Staff or Crutch, 
as he himſelf confeſſes in one of the follow- 
ing Letters; and is beſides worn out with 
Sickneſs and Care; ſo that he cannot be 
ſo expeditious in Buſineſs as he was in his 
Youth, It may be faid, this Apology 
would be more proper for the Engliſh Tran- 
| Sator to make, were he in the ſame Condi- 
tion. But he is in his Prime, in the Flower 
of his Age, Vigorous, and Active; and 
therefore might have made more Haſte, 
they will ſay, to oblige the World, and 
gratify the Expectations of thoſe Gentle- 
men who perpetually dun the Bookſellers 
for the reſt of his Mahometan Letters. 5 
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It were eaſy to anſwer this, by only put- 
ting you in Mind, That he who under- 
takes to lead a flow-footed, ſhort-winded, 
and weak Perſon by the Hand, and con- 
duct him to his Journey's End, muſt of 
Neceſſity keep the ſame Pace with his 
Charge, tho* he- himſelf were as ſwift as a 
Stag, when alone and at Liberty. Be- 
ſides that, a Man is apt to attract a Con- 
tagion from the Company he keeps, and 
turn their ill Qualities into Habits of his 
own. 

But all this is trifling, and our Engliſh 
Tranſlator is under none of theſe Circum- 
ſtances. To come to the Purpoſe there- 
fore, Gentlemen, you will commend our 
Tranſlator's Wiſdom, for not being in ſuch 
Paſt- Haſte at this Juncture, when you re- 
flect, That, like a wiſe Racer, tho' he gave 
a Start in the Beginning, at firſt ſetting 
out, yet he foon flacken'd his Pace, that 
he might make ſure of the Goal, remem- 
bring the Old Engliſh Proverb, The more 
Haſte the worſe Speed Thus he ſuffered 

Three Years to ſlide by him, be- 
2d Vol, fore he reached the Second Stage. 
And tho' he began to take up his 
Heels more nimbly afterwards, ſo as to reco- 
ver by Degrees his loft Time and Ground, 
yet ſtil] he did but moderately jogg on; 
now ſpringing, then * as "ore, 
ofter* 
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To te READER 
offer*d, and as he found his Strength could 
hold. At length, having but Two Stages 
more, wonder not, that he is a little more 
tedious than ordinary in this : For he does 
it to refreſh himſelf, and keep his Breath 
for the laſt Strain of all, which brings the 
Prize : Obſerving herein the Old Adage, 
Finis Coronat Opus. | 220 
As to the Letters contain'd in this Se- 
venth Volume, there is little to be ſaid more 
particular than of thoſe that have gone be- 


fore. They in general contain a Miſcel- 


lany of Hiſtorical Tranſactions, Moral and 
Philoſophical Thoughts, interſperſed here 
and there with Mahometan Politicks and 
Divinity. 

Only you will find our Arabian engaged 
with a certain Few at Vienna, in fomenting 
the Diſcords of the German _ encou- 
raging the Rebels of Hungary, Crogiia, and 
mutinous Previnces, You will hear of the 
Deaths of Count Serini, Frangipani, and 
Nadaſti, who were all beheaded for be- 
ing Ringleaders in this Rebellion, 

The next and laſt Volume has this of 
ſingular in it, that it will preſent you with 
the Riſe and Preferment of Count Teckley, 
who has made ſo much Noiſe in the World. 
It relates many of his Publick Actions, and 
not a few of his Secret Intrigues. In fine, 
it diſcoyers the Train that was laid to blow 
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up all Europe into the Flame of open War, 
and univerſal Hoſtility, which to this Day 
conſumes the Lives and Eſtates of ſo many 
thouſand Chriſtians, impoveriſhes and lays 
waſte whole Nations, and *tis to be feared 
will end in letting in the Turks once more 
vpon us to our final Ruin and Confuſton : 
ſince thoſe Infidels never take greater Ad- 
vantage to invade and conquer the Dominion 
of Chriſtians, than when they find us in- 
AY in domeſtick Wars one with ano- 
ther, 
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OF THE 


LETTERS and MaATTERS 
contain'd in this Volume. 


VOL. vn. 
BOOK I. 


LETTER I. 


Mi the Arabian at Paris, 1 Mirmadolin, 
Holy Santone of the Vale of Sidon, Pag. 1 
He complains of the Miſeries and Sadneſſes of his Life, 
and wiſhes himſelf even fairly out of the World. 
II. 7o the Kaimacham, | 
Of a Peace between the Engliſh and Dutch. Of hy 
Birth of the young Prince? of France. Of the Fro- 
licks and Humours wſed in this Time of univerſal 
Rejoicings. . 
III. 7 Dgnet Oglou, 7 
He diſcourſe of the Birth, Life, and Death of Jeſus the 
Son of Mary. | 
IV. To Aſis Baſla, | 14 
He take; Courage at the News of the Grand Signior's 
beſieging of Candia. 
V. To Haſnadar Baſſi, Chief Treaſurer to the Sultan, 
: 16 
He complains of the Slackneſs of the Miniſters of the 
Porte, in anſwering his Diſpatches ; and relates ſome 
of the Misfortunes that at this Time befel him, 
VI. 7 Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew at Vienna, 19 
He 
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He continues 10 lament the Diſaſters that the Malice of 
Men loaded him with. His Confinement in the Baſtile. 
His Reſolution of baffling the Efforts of Spite and 
Enwy 


VII. 75 the wentrable Maſti. Pag. 21 
He crawes his Advice, how to behave himſelf in Caſe 
of being diſcover'd. He. reflects upon the ſad and 
unaccountable Degeneracy of Mankind ; gives little 
es of ſome that de ned to ruin * Credit at- the 
rte. 


VIII. 7. Cara Hali, Phyfciar ta the Grand Signior, 2 
He diwerts him with the Relation of a monſtrous Child 
born in the Low. Countries. | 


IX. 7 Nathan Ben Saddi, @ ſew at Vienna, 29 


He prrfuades him to foment the Diſcords of Hungary. 
X. To the moſt ſublime and magnificent of the Muſſul- 
man Baſla's, Achmet, the Vizir Arem. 32 
He diſcourſes 7 the Advantages may - be taken from the 

Diſftra#iens in Hungary. 
XI. To t Selictar Aga, or Sword - n to. the Sul⸗ 
tan, 3 
Of the Deaths of the Queen of Poland, and Pope * 
ander VII. Of the French Saccefſes in Flanders. 
II. 7o Dgnet Oglou, 36 
an Encounter be bad with Daria, bis farmer W. 


refs.” * 
KILL 7 Peſieli Hali, 37 Brother, Mafter of the 
Cuſtoms, and Superintendant of the Royal —_ 
aàt Conſtantinople, 
Several Remarks on Women, out of the Hebrew Rab- 


bies, and others. 
XIV. To the ſame, 46 
Of Solyman's Treachtry, and the baſe Trick he put upon 
Fatima, Daughter to Uſeph, Mahmut's Uncle. 
XV. To the Mufti's Vicar, 50 
He acquaints him that the Cardinals have elected 


Clement IX 70 be Pope, in the Roam of Alexander VII 


deceaſed. Compariſons between the Pope, and the an- 
cient Roman Pontiffs. Of the 8 s great Power, 
e and Authority, ' 


XVI. To 
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XVI. 7 Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew at Vienna, 53 
Of the Converſſon of Sabbati Sevi to the Mahometan Faith. 
VII. 70 Dgnet Oglou, | 60 
He informs him that Daria is deteiiful, and how by 
meer Accident he found out "twas her Huſband who 


= "74 ewould have flabb'd him in the Streets one Night, 

Ty:  evhom therefore he hilPd. 
Bi XVIII. To the Kaimacham, 62 
Of the Arrival of the Cardinal Duke of Vendoſme at 


the French Court, in Quality of Legate de Latere 
7H From the Pope. Of the Alterations in Portugal. 
XIX. 7 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Prefident of the 
8 College of Sciences a! fe. 
© He thanks him for his New Syſtem of the Heavens; 
extols its Acturacy; and incites him ta make ſome 
Corrections of Geography. ; 5 
XX. To Ofman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer 1 the Sultan 
at Adrianople, ... . 68 
He diſcourſes ef” Ptolemy*s and Copernicus's Syſtems. 
XXI. To the Venerable Mufti, Prizcipal Support of 
2 


Learning, and true Science, 


LETTER I. 
O Mehemet, an exi/'d Eunuch, at Alcaire in 
Egypt, Pag. 78 


He ſypmathizes with hi: Sufferings, and adviſes bim 
not to fink under the frighijul Ideas of Melancholy. | 
II. 20 Mohammed, the Uizftrious Eremit of Mount 
Uriel oz Arabia the Happy. 83 
He oppoſes Ariſtotle, and the Peripateticks, awho afſert, 
at Virtue confifts in Medioerity: He expreſſes his 


Aſpirations after a ſolitary and abſtinent Life, 
Wo ; III. 7 
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III. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal eb of 
the Ottoman Empire, 89 
Of the preſent State of the German E mpire, with 
Characters of the People. The flrange Epitaph of 
Frederick, Brother in-Law to the Emperor Sigil- 


_— written with his own Hard on his Death- 
ed. 


IV. To Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew at Vienna, 93 

He reproves the Methods of the Malecontents, in al- 
templing to poiſon the Emperor, and ſet the Palace on 
Fire, Exhorts him 10 be moderate and neutral. Of 
the Counts Serini, Frangipani, and Tatembach. 

V. To Peſteli Hali, his pan. Maſter of the Grand 
Signior's Cuſtoms a? Conſtantinople, 96 

He acquaints him with the Marriage of Oucoumou- 
che, his Mother, and Eliachim the Jew; as alſo 
with her ſudden Death. 

VI. 7 Hamet- Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 4 

the Ottoman Empire, 98 

Of the German Wealth and Plenty, both Natural and 
Acquired by Foreign Traffick. 

VII. 75 Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of tbe Con- 
vent Derviſes, at Cogni in Natolia, 101 


He preſents him with a full Relation of the Life of © 


Se. John Baptiſt, and explains the Meaning of the 
Ward Locuſt. 
VIII. 7 Hamet Reis Effendi, . Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire, 108 
He gives an Account of the great Preparations thi 
Chriſtians are making for the Relizf of Candia. Of 
a Triple League : And of the Birth of the Infanta 
/ Portugal. With a farther Deſcription of Italy, 
IX. To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire, 111 


Of Don John of Auftria's being made Governor of the 


Low-Countries. The Grounds of Nitard's Juggling 


with him. His Character. 
X. To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the Con- 
vent of Derviſes, at Cogni, in Natolia, 113 


* . him with the King of Poland's Religious 


Retreat 
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Retreat from the World ; ard of his being made Ab- 
bot of the Abbey of St Germains, near Paris. 

XI. 7 Uſeph, Baſſa, 118 

Of the Deaths of the Cardinal Duke of Vendoſme, a 
Ducheſs of the ſame Title, and Henrietta Maria, 
late Queen of Great-Britain, and Dowager of 
Charles I. Of the Arrival of the King of Poland, 
and Prince of Tuſcany, at the French Court. 

XII. To the Kaimacham, 121 

Of the Arrival of Solyman Iſmael Mutafaraca, vir 
Expreſſes from the Grand Signior to the King of 
France, Solyman's Character and Praiſe. Of a 
Plague at Soiſſons, and an Earthquake in Sicily. 


I 


BOOK III. 
LTI. : 


O Mehemet, an exid Eunuch, at Alcaire in 


Egypt, Pag. 126 
He perſuades him not to be melancholy: Adviſes him to 
travel, 
II. To the ſame, | I2 


9 
He purſues the ſame Diſcourſe, earneſtly preſſing him to 
leave Egypt, and furvey the reft of Africa. 
III. To the Mufti, wenerable Patron of Learning and 
Knowledge, | 13 
H? preſents him with an Hiſtorical Epitome of the AL. 
yrian, Babylonian, and Perſian Monarchies, 
IV. To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Yale ꝙ Sidon, 
| 040 | 140 
He diſcourſes of the Vanity and Inſufficiency of exterior 
| Religion. Of ſpiritual Abdication from the World. 
V. To ts Seliftar Aga, or Sword-Bearer- to he Sul- 
tan, 143 


3 
He entertains him with the Deſcription of an excellent 
Play, atted before the King and Queen of France, 
. . Euring the Carnival. Of a Peace concluded between 
France and Algiers. Of the Conqueſt of * 
| 77 
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VI. To Iſouf, bis Kinſman, a Merchant at Aftracan, 


I 


He diſſuades him from his melancholy Reſolution * 


turning Eremit, Faquir, or Derviſe. Of Ilch Read 
Hu, he Indian Philo/opher, and his en Ha- 
butation. 

VII. To the Chiaux Baſſa, 151 

Of the Arrival of an Ambaſſador at the French Court, 
from the King of Arder in Africk. 

VIII. 7 Mohammed, the illuſtrious Solitary of 
Mount Uriel 12 Arabia, 154 

He afferts and endeavours to prove, That the Brutes 
are endued with a Species of Reaſon and Knowleage. 

IX. To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Venice, 158 

Being informed that Zeidi is commanded to travel bee '0 
Italy, he gives him good Counſel in order thereto. 

X. 7o Dgnet Oglou, 162 

Of a ſtrange and anaccountable Accident which happen d 
to Mahmut on his Sick- Bed. 

XI. To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni Effendi, Preacher 
to the Sultan, 1 65 

Of the Quietiſts, and the IT, E ng their 

Doctrine finds in Europe, Mahmut ſeems highly 16 
auour it; and affirms, "twes. . by all 
the Religious in the World. 

XII. 75 — Hali, Phyſician zo the Grand 885160 


He aſſerts the Immorelity ibe Soul : From which 
Diſcourſe he makes a Dire, and treats . 
ricalij of natural Things. + | „ 

XIII. 7 55 Mufti. | 174 

He preſints him with. a Continuation of 3 
Paſſages during the Perſian Monarchy. A memora- 
| Gle Saying of } Darius on his Death-bed. | 
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BOOK IV. 


LETTER I. 


71 O Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the Cu- 
ſtoms, and Seperincendang of the Arſenal at 
Conſtantinople, Page 182 

He adviſes him not to be diſcouraged by reafan of his 
Son's amorous Temper ; his heepins Company with 
Foreign Merchants and Travellers. And tells him @ 


Story of à Father's extraordinary Contrivance to re- 
claim à Prodigal Son. 


IT. 70 Codorafrad Cheick, 2 Man of the Law, 187 
Of a Hugonot that afſaſſmated a Prieft as he was 


ſaying Maſs in the Church of Noſtre-Dame at Faris: ; 
and of his oy” or rang 


III. 7o Dgnet Oglou, 190 

Of the Roman Caſuiſts. Of Mahometan Hypocrites. 
Of Interior Dewotion and Pieh. 

IV. To the Kaimacham, 196 

Of a League between 1 Rings red 4, England and France, 
who bath proclaim'd againſt the Dutch. 
The Story of John 9e V Wit. The Deſcription of a 
Royal Entertainment at Chantilly by Night. 

V. To Cara Hali, Phyſician 76 the Grand R 


Of Magick, Phyſik,” and Theology. A pleaſent Story of 
a Peruvian Slave. Of famous Mathematicians. 97 


the Super ſtition of the Female Sex. 
VI. To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sciences, and 
Penſioner to the Grand Signior, 204 


He endeavours by rational Arguments to convince him, 
that the Alcoran is of Divine Original. 
VII. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
. tbe Ottaman Empire, 207 
Of the King of France's Congueſts in the Low- Countries. 
Death of the Duke of Longueville. UT. 2 
. To 
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VIII. 7 William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria, 210 


'Of the Difference and Contrariety between the Practice 
of the Primitive Chriſtians, and thoſe of the preſent © 


Ae. 

IX. To Chodorafrad Cheick, a Man of the Law, 21 

Of the Wandring Jew at Aſtracan. His Sermons and 
Prophecies. How the Turks Gould over-run and © 


Conguer the greateſt Part of Europe in the Year © 


1700. That England fall become the Sanctuary of 


diſtreſſed Chriſtians. OF a certain Holy Engliſhman, 2 
who ſpall be made chief Patriarch of all the Chri- 


ſtians, and ſball have his Seat in jeruſalem, c. 


XIII. To Hamet Reis Effe. i, Principal Secretary , 


the Ottoman Empire, 220 
Several Memoirs of Cardinal Richlieu. 1 
XIV. To Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Profeſſor of Philoſo- 

phy at Fez, 228 
A Panegyrick on Africk. 4 
XV. To the ſame. 228 


He deſcribes Conſtantinople, with an Account of its 4 
Name and Original; and the Conqueſt of it by Ma- \ 


homet II. 


XVI. To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire, 234 


Of the German Strengib and Policies. 

XVII. To Cara Hali, Phy/fcian to the Grand Signior, 
23 

Of his Grief and Melancholy; and the Pleaſure ks 

takes in writing to his Friend. 

XVIII. To Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Profeſſor of Philo- 

_ , fophy ar Fez, - 248 

He gives him a farther Ds{cription of Conſtantinople. 
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VOL. VII. 


BOOK I. 


LEFT EF. 


ahmut he Arabian at Paris, r Mir- 
madolin, Holy Santone of the Vale 
of o1don. _ : 


H was I made a Man, to endure 


p other Species of known Beings can 
y- poſſibly be capable? Or why, at leaſt, 
l was I particularly form'd of ſuch a 

R Conſtitution, as to attract the Evils 
12 are ſcatter'd up and down the World, and 
iece- meal dropp'd on the Nativities of other Mor- 
Wal Men ; whilſt I alone am made the Common Sink 


nonopolized the moſt envenom'd Appechs of the Stars, 

ithout partaking of the leaſt benign and favourable 

lance, 'The Planets had laid up an Antient deep 
B 


| Reſerve 


DIES - OR . — —— — — 


B theſe cruel Agonies, of which no 


f Human Miſery? Surely my partial Horo/cope 
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Reſerve of Fatal Influences, which they poured out at 
large upon the very Moment of my Birth. Nor 
cou'd the careful Midwife with all her Skill and 
Charms, defend my tender, ductile, reeking Body, 
from the invincible Catara#s, which flow'd upon me 
from all the envious Signs and Confle/lations in Heaven. 

My whole Life has been but one continu'd Tra- 
pedy, wherein the various Change of Scenes has not 
reliev'd me from the leaſt real Evil hid behind, but 
only amus'd my Senſe with ſome new Pageantry, ſome 
fair Idea of Honour, Pleaſure or Profit; when before 
the ACT was done, I found myſelf cajoll'd, over- 
whelm'd in freſh Calamities, Misfortunes which I 
never dreamt of. 

Oh! that the O-mipotent, when from Eternal ſilent 
Thought, he drew the Ideas of every Species, and 
every Individual Being, which he deſign'd for actual 
Exiſtence in the World, had form'd me for a Tree, 
an Herb, a Blade of Graſs, a Stone, a Muſhroom, or 
any inſenſible thing, incapable of Pleaſure or Pain, 
of Grief or Joy, or other Paſſions, which hourly thus 
torment our human Race! I had been then a happy 
Neuter to all falſe Shews of Happineſs, and real Senſe 
of Miſery. Oh! that I'd been an Oak, a Beach, a 
Palm, or Cypreſs of the Foreſt : for then, if Yege- 
tables have any feeling of their own State, I ſhould 
be only touch'd with ſecret Pleaſure, when the gentle 
Winds ſhould play among my amorous Branches, and 
teach my wanton Leaves to dance the Meaſures of 

oung harmleſs Love; or when I felt the ſeaſonable 
Rain diſtilling on my wither'd Bark, and from thence 
ſliding to my thirſty Roots; or when great Phoebus 

rints warm vigorous Kiſſes on my Cheeks and Neck. 
But if this be too proud a Thought, I wiſh I'd been 
only ſome humble Shrub, ſome pigmy Plant, ſome 
vegetable Dwarf, a Page unto the mighty Trees, ſub- 
fiſting on the Drops and Fragments of their lar 
Banquets, meekly cringing at their Feet; whilſt ! 
ſtood ſafe and free from Storms, under the Shade of 
their extended Boughs, in happy, low —— a A 
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When I paſs through the Fields, and ſee the harm- 
leſs Sheep browzing upon the tender Graſs, and hear 
them bleating to their wanton Lambs, I cannot chuſe 
but envy them a Life ſo void of Care and Pain. They 
range and ſport at large in Flow'ry Meadows, near 
ſome Cryſtal Stream, or take the Paſtures of the 
Mountains : whilſt chearful Shepherds tune their 
Pipes, and ſing in Praiſe of Amary/lis, Daphne, Syl- 
wia, or ſome other Nymph ; and watchful Dogs lie 
ſcouring on the Plain, to give the Alarm, and chaſe 
away ſly Wolves, and other ravenous Beaſts. 

After I've let my Envy fix it ſelf a while on theſe, 
a warbling Melody from neighbouring Groves diverts 
my melancholy Thoughts, and turns them to new 
Objects. Then I lament my Fate, in that I was not 
made a Nightingale, a Thruſh, a Lark, or any of 
the feathered Choir, who with ſweet careful Notes 
ſalute Aurora and the riſing Sun, and chirp all Day 
the Praiſes of that Source of Warmth and Life, who 
veſts the Earth in green Attire, who decks the Trees 
with verdant Leaves, and fills the World with Light. 
They chirp and fly from Tree to Tree, from Bough 
to Bough, rejoicing in the Beams that dart and glide 
among the moving Shades of Branches rocked by 
Winds. Their Thoughts are taken up in building 
Nelts, wherein to hatch their young, and ſhelter 
them from Injuries. They have no Plots nor politick 
Tricks, to undermine each other ; but paſs away their 
Time in innocent Security and harmleſs Pleaſures. 

Methinks the Worms and little Reptiles of the 
Earth are happier far than I, They crawl and creep 
about in hollow Trees, in Clefts of Rocks and Crau- 
nies of the Ground, to hunt for Food aud for Diver- 
tifement. They live at Eaſe without being rack'd by 
ſupernumerary Cares and Fears. And if ſome ruder 
Foot of Man or Beaſt ſhall trample them by Chance 
to Death, or more malicious Hand with Stone or other 
Weapon ſhall wilfully bereave them of their Life, 
tis done ſo ſuddenly that they have no Senſe of 
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Pain ; Whereas my Life's a conſtant Martyrdom, a 
= continu'd Series of Torments. 

do not complain of the Diſtempers and Maladies 
which afflict my Boay, though thoſe are ſometimes 
ſo violent as to make me with for Death, that ſo I 
might be at Eaſe : But 'tis the fretting Anguiſh of my 
Mind, that forces all theſe Sighs and Exclamations 
from me, I am embarraſs'd in the World, Snares 
compaſs me round about; my own good Nature has 
betray'd me: thoſe of my Blood conſpire againit me; 
they hunt me up and down like a Partridze in the 
Wood; they cloſely purſue my Life. The Kindneſſes 
that I have ſown, ſpring up in Blades of bitter In- 
gratitude and Perfidy. My Seminaries bring forth 
Aconite and ſtinking Weeds, inlicad of pleaſant 
Flowers and wholeſome Fruits. Taget has ſet his 
Foot in all my Works. That fly interloping Spirit 
hates to ſee any good Thing proſper, or come to 
Perfection: He ſteals be uind us in all our Ways; and 
as faſt as we weave any Web of Virtue, he ſecretly 
unravels it, or deforms the Work with intermixing 
ſome Threads of Vice. I am weary of ſtriving againſt 
the Current of my Fate. Oh, that I were as though 
I had never been ! '{ hat my Soul were drench d in 
Lethe's forgetful Waters, where all paſt Things are 
buried in Eternal Oblivion! Then would my Anguiſh 
be at an End; whereas I am now rowl'd about upon 
a Wheel of Miſeries. 

Holy Santone, when thou ſhalt read this, pity me; 
and amidſt thy divine Ejaculations, dart up Mahmut's 
Soul to Paradiſe, on the Point of a ſtrong Thought, 
that ſo at leaſt I may have a Moment's Reſpite from 
my conſtant Sadneſs, 


Paris, 27th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 
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LET TEK I. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Here is now ſome Probability of a Peace between 
the Engliſh and the Dutch ; which will alſo _ 
reconcile this Crown to that of Great Britain; ſince 
the King of France engag'd in this Var, only on the 
Account of the Dutch his Allies. The Advances to- 
wards this Accommodation, took their Riſe from the 
Alliance lately concluded between the States of the 
United Provinces, the King of Denmark, the Duke of 
Brandenburgh, and the Princes of Brunſwick. The 
King of England proteſts againſt the Dutch, as the 
firſt Aggreſiors, in that they had taken above Two 
Hundred of his Merchant Ships, before he offer'd the 
leaſt Act of Hoſir/ity, Which the States ſeeming to 
acknowledge, deſire the King to appoint ſome Neutral 
Place of Treaty with them and their 4//zes in order to a 
Peace, the Security of Navigation and the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Commerce for the future. 

Here is great Joy for the Birth of a young Princeſi, 
of whom the Queen was deliver'd on the 2d of the 
Moon of Fanuary. She is call'd God's New-Year's-Gift 
to France ; in regard, the firſt Day of that Moon be- 
gins the Year with the Chriſtians. And 'tis common 
among them to fend mutual Gifts and Preſcnts to one 
another at that Time, which they call Neww-Nar”s-Gifts, 
And ſo it ſeems, God Almizhty has appear'd very mo- 
diſh and complaiſant, in thus timing the Nativity of 
the Ra Babe: For which they expreſs their Thanks 
in Revelling, Dancing, Ballads, and a thouſand other 
Vanities. And theſe Divertiſements continue to this 
Time, it being the Nazarenes Carnival; a Seaſon 
conſecrated to Sport and Mirth, to Liberty, Buftoonry, 
and all manner of comical and ridiculous Apiſhneſs. 
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During this Time, you ſhall ſee an infinite Variety 
of odd Humours, and mimical Actions in the open 
Streets, according to every Man's particular Fancy. 
Here you ſhall meet with one dreſs'd half ”th* French 
and half Ith* Spani/> Faſhion. On the left Side of his 
Head hangs dangling down a long thick curPd Peruke, 
which reaches to his Breaſt, whilſt on the Right you 
dee nothing but his own Hair, cropp'd hb to his 
Ears. A long Muſtach as black as Jet, graces the 
right Side of his upper Lip; whilſt on the Left he 
is as beardleſs as a Boy of ſeven Years old. And ſo 
from Head to Foot, he wears two contrary Garbs. 
One walks with Gloves upon his Feet, and Shoes 
mpon his Hands : Another wears his Breeches like a 
Mantle on his Shoulders. Here comes a ſtately Coach, 
Jogging along with a grave ſlow Pace, and drawn by 
ix fair Horles, as if ſome Prince or Cardinal were in 
it: when behold there's nothing but a ſilly 4/ puts 
forth his giddy Head with flapping Ears, half drunk, 
with the jolting unaccuſtom'd Motion. Sometimes 
he brays aloud, and then the Rabble fall a laughing. 
A Thouſand other Fopperies there are, not worth 
thy Knowledge. For both the Noble and the Vulgar 
are all upon the Frolick at this Time, and indulge 
their wanton Fancies to the Height. But 'tis a fatal 
Seaſon for the poor Cats: few of which eſcape the 


Multitude, whoſe peculiar Paſtime 'tis to toſs theſe 


Creatures in a Blanket till they are dead ; or elſe to 
tye them Two and Two together by the Tails, and 
then they'll bite and ſcratch one another to Death. 
The Cocks alſo are generally great Martyrs caring 
the Carnival: The Rabble have a hundred crue 
Ways to murder them in Sport. All their Devices 
are inhuman and bloody. They did not learn theſe 
prophane Courſes from Jeſus, or any of the Prophets 
or Apoſiles of God: But they are the Reliques of Gentile 
Vanity, in the Beginning conniv d at by the Priefts, 


the eaſier to retain their Proſelytes in Obedience; 


who would rather have parted with their New Re- 


Zion, than with their old barbarous Cuſtoms. 2 
thus 
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thus the Pagan Fooleries were handed down to the 
Poſterity of the Primitive Chriſtians, and were adopted 
into the Family of Church Traditions : And Men are 
not more zealous for the Go/þe/ itſelf, than for theſe 
ridiculous Prophanations of it : So dangerous a thing 
is it for Governors, by a criminal Indulgence, to 
permit their Subjefs any Liberty, which interferes 
with the Fundamental Principles of the Law : For ſuch 
a Diſpenſation once granted, paſſes into a Precedent, 
which, in Proceſs of Time, becomes of equal Farce 
with the Law itſelf. And by ſuch prepoſterous Me- 
thods of winning and retaining Converts, Chriſtianity 
arriv'd to the Height of Corruption 'tis now infected 
with. 

Sage Minifter, twas for this Reaſon God rais'd up 
our Hel Prophet, and gave him a new Law, with 
Power to reform and chaſtiſe the Ifen. He planted 
the Undefiled Faith with Scymitar in Hand; not pal- 
—_— or encouraging the ſmalleſt vicious Practice ; 
but ſubduing all Things by the Dint of Reaſon, or 
the keen Edge of the Sword. God haſten his Return, 
for the Prevarications of this Age require it. | 


Paris, 27th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 
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LETTER III. 
To Dgnet Oglou, 


Believe thou haſt not forgot the Obſervations we 
us'd to make on the Religion of the Chriſtians, 
when we were S/aves together in Sicily, How ridi- 
culous ſome of their Practices appear'd to us, and yet 
what a Sanctity was manifeſt in others? How much 
we approv'd the Majeſy of their Pablick Worſhip, the 
B 4 Solernity 
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Solemnity of their High Maſs, the Gravity of their 
Proceſſions ? And yet how great was our Diſguſt, 
when we conſider'd that all theſe Honours were per- 
form'd to Figures and Statues of Stone, W ood, Sil- 
ver, Gold, or other Materials, the Creaturcs of the 
Painter or Carver. 

We {cann'd their Doctrines alſo, which we learn'd 
from their Priefts and Books, and deſcanted variouſly 
on them ; as they were more or leſs conform to the 
Truth. and to the Volume brought down from Heaven. 
In a Word, we prais'd the Good, and cenſur'd what 
was Evil in their Faith and Manners, or at leaſt what 
we thought to be ſo ; for herein we follow'd the Dic- 
tates of our Education. 

But now in our riper Years, if we fhould call over 
our former Thoughts, perhaps we ſhould be of a dif- 
ferent Judgment, and find Matter to condemn even 
in our own paſt Cenſures: For whatever we might 
then think of the Nazarenes, upon a maturer Search, 
I cannot find them to be altogether ſuch groſs Iado- 
laters and Infidels, as we and all Muſulmans are apt to 
believe. 

That which gives me the greateſt Scandal, is, 
That the D-Qors entertain ſome unwarrantable Spe- 
culations about Three SubNlances in One EfJence, and 
are too venturous in their Thoughts concerning the 
Eternal Generation of the WORD, and Emanation 
of the BREATH, by which they ſay, Al Things 
were Created, and are conſerved in their Beings. 
They teach a Dofrine repugnant to the Alcoran, 
when they ſay, That God has a Companion equal to 
| himſelf 

As to the Incarnation Jeſus the Son of Mary, the 
Nazarenes aſſert nothing, but what is ſuitable to the 
Alcoran, which teaches us, that he is the Word of 
God. In the Hiſtory of his Life, they indeed come 
ſhort of the Mu//ulmans : There being not the leaſt 
mention made, in the whole Book of the Goſpel of ma- 
ny Paſſages of his Infancy and tender Years, where- 
with the Alcoran, with other Holy Books 3 
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ditions of the Antients, acquaint the true Believers. 

The Mc/enger of God tells us, that Jeſus ſpoke in his 

Cradle, reſolv'd Doubts, clear'd up Miſtakes, and 

preach'd the Unity of the Divine Eſſence: Other Wri- 

tings alſo inform us, that while he was young, he 

formed the Figures of divers Birds and Beaſts of 

Clay and his own Spittle, and having breath'd on 
them, they became living Creatures, and proſtrated 

themſelves at his Feet. They relate alſo that he 
made a Pigeon, which flew up and down through 

divers Regions, and brought him News of whatever 

was done in the Courts of foreign Princes; and that 

from the Day of his Birth to that of his Tranſlation, 

twelve Angels waited on him, and brought him down 

Food from Paradiſe. Of theſe Things the Chriſtians 
are ignorant, and of many other Paſſages. So that 
in the whole it is evident, that the Mu/u/mans have 
a more particular Relation of the Life of Jeſus, than 
the Chriſtians themſelves have, ſince we recount thoſe 
Miracles, and other Actions of his, whereof the Goſpel 
is ſilent. 

But then, on the other ſide, they believe Things 
concerning his Death, whereof neither the Alcoran, 
nor any other of our Writings or Traditions make 
any mention, unleſs it be to confute the Error of 


= the Nazarenes in that Point. I have heard the Ar- 


guments of their learned Doctors, and comparing 
them with our Objections, I know not well what 
to conclude. 

They inſiſt much on the publick Signs and Wonders 
that fell out at that Time of the ſuppos'd Crucifixion 
of the Meiah ; the rending of Rocks, opening of 
Graves, Reſurrection of many Dead, and the preter- 
natural Eclipſe of the San, when the Maon was in 
Sight at the other Part of the Horizon in the ſame 
Moment: Which made a great Philaſapber, then in 
Egypt, cry out, Either the Frame of the Warld is 
diffolv'd, or the Gop of Nature ſuffers. 

They tell a Story alſo of a certain Ship, that was 
on that very Day failing 1 * Archipelago ; and that 
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as they paſs'd by certain Rocks, the Mariners heard 
a Voice calling Thamus, Thamus, very often and loud. 
Now there being one of that Name on board the 
Veſſel, he anſwer'd to his Name : upon which the 
Voice ſaid, hen thou comeſt to the 1/land of the Palodes, 
proclaim it aloud, that the great Pan is dead. Which he 
did accordingly, and there follow'd a horrible Howl- 
ing and Roaring from the Shore of that Iſland. This 
Paſſage was afterwards made known to the Senate of 
Rome, who thereupon, at the Inſtance of ſome noble 
Romans, ſent to enquire in the Provinces, Whether 
any remarkable Perſon had died on that Day ? 
And they were inform'd, That the Fews had on 
the ſame Day put to Death Jeſus the Son of Mam. 
And Tiberius the Emperor, on the Credit of this 
Paſſage, being alſo inform'd of the Miracles which 
Jeſus wrought among the Fews, conceiving an im- 
mediate Veneration for ſo divine a Perſon, caus'd 
His Statue to be ſet up in the Capitol, and would have 
had him number'd among the Gods; but in this he 
was oppos'd by the Senate, becauſe they had before 
decreed, 'That no new Deities ſhould be added to the 
Kalendar. 

In theſe Things I rely on the Account which the 
Chriſtians give of the Death of Feſus, though they 
bring Authorities alſo and Teſtimonies of their very 
Enemies, and inveterate Perſecutors, the Gentiles ; 
who therefore, one would think, cannot be ſuſpected 
of Partiality. In a Word, I know not what to think 
of theſe Things. For if it be true that Fe/us died 
on the Cro/5 for the Sins of the World, as the Chriſfti- 
an, believe, and that there is no other Way to be ſa- 
ved but by believing this; then in what a ſad Con- 
dition are all the Fews and Mu/ſulmans, the one 
glorying in having murder'd the Saviour of the World, 
and the other not believing that he was murder'd ? 
The firſt ſeem to merit moſt of Men; ſince though 
the Act was cruel in itſelf, yet according to this Do- 
Arine it brought Salvation to all our Race: And 
Mereſore there was a Sort of Chriſtians in former 
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Times, who worſhipp'd the Serpent that tempted 
Ewe, becauſe according to their Faith, that Tempta- 
tion was the firli Step to Mankind"s Happineſs after 
Adam's Fall; and they plac'd Judas (who betray'd 
Jeſus to the Fexvs) among the Saints, for having 
been ſo particular an Inſtrument in the World's Re- 
demption. 

It Fe/as be the Sawicar of Men, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to believe in him. But whether he be, or be 
not, the Faith of the Chri/;ans in that Point cannot 
hurt them, ſince our Holy Prophet himſelf has taught 
us, That Chriflians ſhall be faved, as well the Maße 
ſulmans: Whereas the Chriſtians ſay it is impoſſible 
for any to be ſaved, who follow the Law of Mabo- 
met. So that they have our own Grant for their 
Salvation, which they deny to us. This is a great 
Advantage on their Side in the Controverſy be- 
twixt us. 

For my part, I tell thee ingenuouſly, were I con- 
vinc'd that Tes was the Son of Gop, and that he 
ſuffer'd Death for the Sake of Men, I could readily 
embrace moſt of the other Tenets of Chriſtianity with- 
out Scruple. I ſhould not be frighted at their Iv 
cation of Saints, ſince "tis the ſame as we do ourſelves 
practiſe ; nor would their Images and Pidtures flartle 
my Faith; I ſhould look upon theſe and a thouſand 
more, as things indifferent in themſelves, and only 
mace lawful or unlawful by the Sanction of Divine 
Authority. 

1 ſhould be moſt puzzled to know what Church to ſix 
in among ſo many, all pretending to the right Way. 
{ have examin'd their different Opinions, and find 
Reaſon, or ſomething very like it, on both Sides. I 
admire the 4b/inence of the Greeks, Armenians, and 
generally of all the Eaftern Chriftians ; yet their Igno- 
rance diſtaſtes me. I honour the Learning and Polits- 
of the Roman Church, and could almoſt veil to 
their Pretenſions of Antiquity, Univer/ality, and iacor- 
rupt Doctrine; but I am highly ſcandaliz'd at their 
Licentiouſneſi, Pride, and * There is much to 
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be argu'd for the Copti's, Alyſins, Melchites, the Chri- 
ſtians of St Jobn, and other Churches; but more to 
be ſaid againſt them. In fine, if I were to turn Chri- 
lian, I ſhould be in a Wilderneſs, not knowing which 
Path to take, for fear of miſſing the right. 

In the State therefore wherein I am, I will think 
honourably of Jeſus, as alſo of Mary his Mother, 
who, at her daily Return from the Temple, found a 
thouſand Sorts of Flowers in her Oratory. I will not 
ſpeak evil of any Perſon that has the Character of a 
Saint: but in general, will defire the Interceſſion of 
all that are near to Gop; 'tis ten to one, if ſome of 
them do not vouchſafe to pray for me. But whether 
they do or not, Gop hears me, and obſerves my De- 
votion ; and if he pleaſe, my Petitions ſhall be granted. 
As for the reſt, I will endeavour in all things 7 do as 
I would be done to, keeping my Conſcience free from 
Stain, ſo that I may die in Peace ; and what becomes 
of me afterward, tis in vain to be ſollicitous, ſince 
the Decrees of Fate are irreverſible. 

Tell me now, my Friend, whether theſe Thoughts 
and Reſolves be not more agreeable to Humanity, 
than to be a furious Bigot for I know not what: Is 
that a commendable Zeal for Religion, which under 
pretence of defending the Truth, ſticks not to aſſert a 
thouſand Lies? Or hat a laudable Charity for Souls, 
which in order to their Salvation takes infinite Pains 
to ſet the World together by the Ears, and embroil 
Mankind in perpetual Wars? What elſe do thoſe 
Diſturbers of human Race, who, not content with 
the Limits which the Fortune of their Birth has ſet 
them, invade the peaceable Poſſeſſions of their Neigh- 
bours, commit all Sorts of Violences, Rapines, and 
Outrages ; and all this under Pretext of reforming 
the Manners of Men, introducing Purity of Religion, 
and fulfilling the Will of Heaven? As if it were a 
Mark of a Divine Commiſſion, to be barbarouſly un- 
juſt, perfidious, and ſavage ; and that the Height of 
Piety conſiſted in ſhedding human Blood ! 


For 
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For my part, I cannot approve of theſe Practices, 
and therefore think it ſafer to ſtand aloof from all 
Religions thus cruelly eſtabliſh'd, than by entring into 
their inhuman Secrets, and ſwearing to their ſanguine 
Articles, incorporate myſelf with profeſs'd Murderers, 
under the Notion of being a good Man. 

Happy are thoſe innocent Nations of the Eaſt, who 
from their firſt Progenitors have kept inviolate the 
Law of Nature; who have never defiled themſelves 
with the Blood of Man or Beaſt ; but every one con- 
tenting himſelf with his native Home-ſtall, and the 
Fruits of his own Land, makes no Encroachments on 
thoſe that dwell near him, nor butchers the harmleſs 
Animals to gratify his ill-natur'd Appetite. Theſe 
fit under the Shade of their own 'Trees, and bathe 
themſelves in the adjoining Streams: They go in 
Peace into the Houſes of their Rural Gods, and pre- 
ſent them with Flowers, Rice, Fruits, and ſuch as the 
Ground brings forth: They never dream of foreign 
Conqueſts, nor are troubled with domeſtick Broils, 
but lead their Lives in a perpetual Tranquillity and 
Innocence. All that they deſire of Heawer, is the 
Continuance of thoſe harmleſs Delights they at pre- 
ſent enjoy. As for the tumultuary Pleaſures of other 
Mortals, they have them in Contempt. This is an 
Umbrage of the Felicity we are promis'd in Paradiſe, - 
where the Sound of the Drum and the Trumpet ſhail 
not be heard, and the Inſtruments of War ſhall be of 
no Uſe. 

If thou chargeſt me with Inconſtancy in my Opi- 
nions, I neither deny it, nor am aſham'd ; it being 
better to change one's Thoughts every Day, than to 
be fix'd in Error all one's Life. This to a Friend. 


Paris, 187% of the zd Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 
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rl 
To Aſis, Baſſa. 


HE Warriors and Mechanicks, Stateſmen and 
Fidlers, Courtiers and Husbandmen, Students 
and Chimney-ſweepers, are all taken up in difcour- 
ſing of the mighty Preparations the Grand Signior is 
making to beſiege Candia. They talk of fifteen 
thouſand Pioneers, who are at work in order to this 
grand Undertaking ; and that the City is block'd up 
by an Army of ſixty thouſand Men: That they have 
been raiſing Batteries round about it ever ſince the 
Moon of December; and that the Sultan is reſolv'd to 
win this important Place, though he hazard half the 
Ottoman Empire. 

This is refreſhing News to Mahmut, who has heard 
nothing but improſperous Stories of the Mupſulman: 
Arms theſe many Years. Now I begin to lift up my 
Head and take Courage, when the Empire of True 
Belicwers makes ſome Noiſe and Figure in the World; 
whereas my Heart perpetually droop'd before, I was 
like one among the Dead. 

It was but lait Year when the Nagarenes could 
boaſt, that notwithſtanding all the Menaces and Pre- 
Parat:ons of the Gand Signior, yet the Venctiaus were 
the firſt in Field by Land, and appear'd earlieſt with 
their Fleet at Sea, doing wonderful Things in Dalma- 
tia, and blocking up Cauea in the Iſle of Candy : Now 
*tis to be hop'd, they'll change their Note, and begin 
to conſider what a formidable Force they have pro- 
vok'd againſt them, even the Puiſſance of all Aſia, 
Men of War from their Nativities, an Army of ſe— 
let and choſen Soldiers, undauntzd Hero's, Sons of 


Thunder, magnunizacus, invincible, and deſtin'd to 


vanquiſh the zucircumcis' d Nations. 


My 
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My Heart is reviv'd within me at the Contempla- 

tion of ſure and certain Victories, attending this glo- 

rious Expedition. My Spirits are dilated with Joy ; 

I celebrate a Dunalma in my Breaſt. I am like an 

Arabian Horſe, that foams, curvets, and paws the 

Ground in Fierceneſs, when he hears the Sound of 

the Trumpet warning to Battle; his Eyes ſparkle 

J with martial Fury, a Smoke goes out of his Noſtrils, 
he lifts up the Voice of his Courage, his Rider can 


3 bardly reſtrain him. So I am all in Tranſport at theſe 
R good Tidings: I can hardly contain myſelf within the 
= Compaſs of Moderation. As old as I am, I feel a 
10 youthful Vigour ſtirring in my Veins: Methinks I 


long to be in the Heat of the /acred Combat, in the 
P _* thickeſt Clouds of Gunpowder-Smoak, to ſtand the 
F Shock of Showers of Bullets, or with my Scymitar 


: in hand to hew my Way to immortal Honour and 
_ -— Felicity : For thoſe who die in this Cauſe go ſtrait to 


- Paradiſe. But I muſt be contented with this tame 
4 humble Pe, and ſerve the Grand Signior in the Man- 

ner preſcrib'd by my Superiors. I tell thee, "tis no 
** ſma!l Mortiheation for an active Spirit to be thus 


$ 2 confin'd. But Reſignation becomes every good M 
: | ſulman ; and 1 willingly ſacrifice my Paſſions to the 
" © Pleaſure of the Grandees of the Porte, and the Intereſt 
of the Ottoman Empire. 
1 # Here I fit, like a Fox in Eis Den, watching the 
' Z Motions of the [rfidels : If any thing occurs worthy 
5 of Notice, out I bolt upon it, ard make it my Prey, 
N 75 and ſend it as a Preſent to the auguſt Miniſters. I 
write to all by Turns, and therefore none has reaſon 
* to take Exceptions. | 
* If thou wouldſt know what they are doing here in 
n the Caurt of France; They are muſtering the King's 
1 Troops; they are revelling and ſeaſting at Verſailles, 
3 the King's new Palace, where the Princes exerciſe 
# = themſ:lves with the noble Diſcipline, which they 
K call running in Squadrons. Whilſt Thouſands of Peo- 
is ple flock daily to Verſailles from Paris, and all the ad- 


0 jacent Countries round about, partly to be SpeRators 


= 
* 
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of theſe Royal Paſtimes, and partly to behold that 
gorgeous Fabrick, which is eſteem'd the faireſt and 
molt magnificent in the World. 

Serene Baſſa, this Monarch has a vaſt Genius; 


whatſoever he undertakes he accompliſhes, and ali his 


Performances are ſurprizingly great. He has a deep 
Forecaſt, and ſeldom fails in his Judgments of what 
will probably come to paſs. He 1s happily made, 
born, and brought up. A Prince, one would think, 
deſign'd by Fate for the Empire of the WJ. 
Renown'd 4/s, I kiſs the Hem of thy illuſtrious 


Robe, and with a profound Obeiſance bid thee 
Adieu. | 


Paris, 20th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


1 


E 


To Haſnadar Baſſi, Chief Treaſurer 
to the Sultan. 


AM conyinc'd, 'tis now time for me to be reſo- 
lute, bold, and aſſur'd in my own Conduct: For 

*ris in vain to ask Counſel of the /ub/ime Miniſters. I 
have addreſs'd myſelf at certain Seaſons to them on 
that account, ever ſince I came firſt to Paris: But not 
one of them has vouchſafed me an Anſwer, or given 
me any particular Inſtructions how to deport myſelf. 
in an emergent Peril of Diſcovery : Whether I ſhould 
own myſelf an Agent for the Grand Signior, or deny 
it; whether I ſhould boldly ſtand the Brunt of all 
Events, or fly to Artifices and Evaſions ; whether 1 
ſhould perſiſt in acting the Mo/dowian, and continue 
to perſonate a Chriſtian Student, an Ecclefiaftical Can- 
didale under the feign'd Name of Titus; or frankly 


tel! 
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tell them, I am a Muſulman, an Arab, and ſecret 
Slade of the Sultan. 

T ought to have been certify'd in theſe Caſes ; and 
not left at random to gueſs, at this vaſt Diſtance, the 
Pleaſures of my Superiors. But ſince it is their Will 
thus to make trial of my Fidclity, Prudence, and 
Skill in warding off the Aſſaults of common Chance, 
Misfortune, and the Attempts of fly deßgning Men, 
I'll be as cunning as I can, withuut embarraſing my 


Peace with conſtant panick Fears and Appreheniions 


of I know not what. No vain Endeavours to avoid 
the fix'd Decree of Fate ſhall make me change my 
Lodging, or fly from evciy menacing Continpency. 
Ill rather truſt to Proviaenc and preſent Courage, 
the Juſtice of my Caule and Native Iunocence, leaving 
the Event to De/t:»y. 

By what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive I am in 
ſome Trouble; and 1 can aftare thee, thou art not 
miſtaken. I am hatter'd, hanted up and down, 
and perſecuted worle than the Foxes, Hares, and 
Hinds near Adrianople; I am an old Man, and yet 
they envy me the Happineis of a natural Death : 
they would not have me go down to the Grave in 
Peace. I have been impriſon'd, threaten'd, dogg'd 
up and down the Streets, aſſaſſinated in the dark, 
had my Chamber ſearch'd, my Letters in danger 
of being leiz'd, with thoſe of the Supreme Mini- 
filers. I have run the riſque of a Diſcovery, by 
meeting caſually an nfidel, whoſe Slave I once was 
at Palermo in Sicily, I have been undermin'd by 
Muſſulmans, as well as Nazarene;, by Strangers, and 
by Solyman my Couſin. Yet in all theſe Perils I have 
acquitted myſelf faithfully, come off with Succgls, 
and ſaved the Honour of my Sovereign; which is the 
only thing for which J am ſollicitous. But for ought 
I know, my Care may prove in vain, and the Evils 
which I have ſo long fortunately eſcap'd, may now 
ſurprize and ruin me. As to myſelf, I care not 
what becomes of me; and if the Secrets of my Com- 
miſſion be reveal'd, let the Miniſters of the Porte 


anſwer 
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anſwer for that, who would never giye me the leaſt 
Direction. 

About two or three Vears ago, I was forced to 
remove from my old Lodgings, where J had reſided 
ever ſince my firſt coming to Paris. The Dangers 
that then aſſaulted me, drove me to this Houſe, 
where I till am, in a very obſcure Place by the 
Wall of the City. Yet even hither am I purſu'd by 
watchful Enemies : New Hazards threaten me on all 
Hands. But I am reſolv'd to fly no more, unleſs 
it be into the City Ditch, where I can find Admit. 
tance through my Landlord's Cellar. There 1s a 
private Paſſage, dug perhaps in elder Times, _—_ 
ſome Siege, to ſerve the ſtreight Neceſſities of thoſe 
who then poſſeſſed this Houſe. It is ſo cunningly 
contriv'd, that human Wit can never diſcover it, 
unleſs by Chance, or by Direction of thoſe that 
know it. The Ditch is dry, the Door of the 
Honſe always lock'd ; and my truſty He ſwears 
no body ſhall come in by Day or Night, till I have 
made a ſafe Retreat. So that if all the Officers in 
Paris ſhould come to ſearch, I ſhould have time to 
packs up my Papers, and link away into my lurking 

ole. And if they ſhould by monſtrous Accident 
find the conceal'd Avenue, I could ſoon ſlip into 
the Fields, through the laſt Poftern in the Wall, and 
lock them in beyond the Poſſibility of Purſuit ; 
whilſt I took care to hide myſelf afreſh, or leave the 
Country. 


This is my final Reſolution, if ever I am put to an | | 


Extremity again. In the mean time, I deſire thee 
to make it part of thy Care, that Mahmut ſhall not 
want for Money to carry on the Saltan's private Af- 
fairs without a Baulk. I do not demand unreaſonable 
Things : Let me but live, and have _ to defray 
the neceſſary Expences of my Service, and that's all I 


crave. But let my Supplies be well tim'd and pro- 
portion'd, that I may huſband my Pen ſion to the beſt 
Advantage: Or elſe I muſt always preſs, and that's a 


Thing I hate. I have writ to all the Treaſurers that 
TE went 
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” went before thee on the ſame Aecount, and with equal 
> Boldneſs. Therefore take not in ill part what comes 
from blunt Sincerity, and conſtant full Deſires to ſerve 
effectually the Grand Signior. It will be very eaſy for 
= thee to anticipate Mabmut's Expectations, without ex- 
= ceeding the Orders which thou haſt receiv'd. Money 


be damn'd, if we could breathe and ſerve our Friends, 
and carry on the Affairs of human Life without it. 
J am an Arab, and could as freely paſs away my Time 


in harmleſs Rambles o'er the Provinces of 4fa ; as 
thus to be confin'd to narrow fretting Circumſtances, 
the only Effects of too unſhaken, unregarded, and 
= incorruptible Loyalty. 


Wealthy Diſpenſer of the O!toman Gold, I ask no 


; Ams, but my appointed Salary ; in ſending of which, 
I deſire thee to remember the old Roman Proverb, 


which ſays, That he gives twice, who gives in Seaſon. 


Paris, 9th of the 61h Moon, 7 
of the Tear 1667. | 


> 
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LETTER VI. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


T Know not whether I ſhall live to hear from thee 
again, or to ſend thee another Letter. Age, Sick- 
neſs, Misfortunes, together with the Malice of Men, 
have laid a thouſand Snares for my Life; I am, as it 
were, hunted by Nature, Providence, Deſtiny, and 
Chance, into the very Toiles of Death ; from whence 
it will be very diflicult for me to eſcape. Not to amuſe 
thee, I am in danger of being diſcover'd, ſeiz'd, im- 
priſon'd; and then thou knoweſt, I can expect ne 
leſs than to be put to the Torture, and rack'd with 
a thouſand Inventions of Cruelty, that ſo they may 
force me to confeſs what I am, and what my Buſineſs 
is 
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is in this Kingdom and City, where I have reſided fo 
many Years. e 

I was ſuſpected by Cardinal Richlieu, for a Muſſul- 
man, as I have reaſon to believe from ſeveral con- 
vincing Circumſtances of that Mini/ter's Carriage to 
me, ever ſince his firſt Acquaintance with me at 
Paris. And the ſame Jealouſy cauſed his Succeſſor, 
Cardinal Mazarini, to put me into the Baſtile, where 
I was cloſely confin'd for the Space of fix Moons, 
And I might have lain there till this Time, for 
ought I know, had it not been for the good Conduct 
and honeſt Fidelity of E/iachim. In fine, though 1 
have hitherto eſcap'd Diſcovery, yet I cannot flatter 


myſelf that I ſhall always do ſo. If they once lay 


hold on me again, they will certainly ſearch me for 
the Scar of Circumciſion 3 and then all the Arguments 
the Wit of Man can find, will not be of force to 
blind them any longer, or ſave me from the Ven- 
geance of the State. They will certainly put me to 
a cruel Death. 

However, I'll bafflle' em if I can; and if I once 
eſcape, Ill bid adieu to Paris, if not to the whole 
Kingdom; being reſolv'd not to truſt any more to the 
deceitful Security of new Lodgings in this City, and a 


vain Removal from one Precin&t and Houſe to ano- ⁵ 
ther: For the very Air of Paris is fatal to me. Iam ü 
never free from Terror, whilſt within theſe melan- 
choly Walls. The Genius of the Place is at Enmity Ml 
with mine. Every Thing I caſt my Eyes on, ſeems 
to lowre and frown upon me: I ſtart at the Voices of 
Men going along the Streets, and diſcourſing about 
their own Affairs: And if any one knocks at the Door, 


I'm preſently upon my Guard, my anxious Soul ſtill 
labouring with ſad Preſages of ſome Calamity at hand, MM 
ready to ruſh upon me unawares. 23 


Perhaps I may go to Lyons, where a Stranger may | Y 
live an Age conceal'd, and void of Peril, as in this 
City. Or I may take a farther Journey to Mar/ci/les, Ml 


Toulon, or any other Sea-port Town: where I will 
expect new Orders from my Superiors. 
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In the mean time, thou may'ſt continue to addreſs 


thy Letters as before: For that Courſe can never ſail, 
Allet me be where it pleaſes Heaven. Eliachim will take 


1 care of all Things. I writ to the Haſnadar Baſi on 

l- > the ſame Account, deſiring freſh Supplies of Money; 

* which I ſuppoſe will come by the Way of Vienna: 

at If ſo, I truſt to thy Prudence in ordering my Billi 

T, with Speed, and the uſual Cautiouſneſs. 

* Matban, adieu: And whatever becomes of me, live 

5 thou long and happily to ſerve the Grand Signior. 

& Paris, 9th of the 6th Moon, 

f 1 of the Year 1667. 

er 
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to To the Venerable Mufti. 

ce S the poor injur'd Labourer, or Slave oppreſs'd 

le by cruel and obdurate Maſters; as the deſpair- 

he ing Client, who can find no Juſtice from the Cheicks, 

la XX Cadils, or Cadileſquers, fly immediately to the Serail, 

to make their laſt Appeal, and ſeek Redreſs from the 

m XX Great Arbiter of human Feuds: So falls poor Mah 

N- nut proſtrate at thy Feet, O Sacred Oracle of Muſſul 

ity ant; begging from thy Authority, whom no Be- 

ms 3 liver dares to diſobey, what I could never yet ob- 

ol i tain from any Minifler of State, or Baſſa of the 

ut Bench: That is, how I muſt act in caſe 1 am diſco- 

MN, 8 vered, or barely ſuſpected, examin'd, and put to my 

*t | Oath, concerning my Buſineſs at Paris? Lay thy 
VE 


ſpeedy Commands on thoſe whoſe Care it ought to 


ing to me, the faithful Agent of the Porte, reſiding here 

zncognito, a Spy upon the Infidels. Or at leaſt, vouch- 
e to ſend me thy Inſtructions, Rules infallible, 

Orders of perfect Wiſdom, and divine Sagacity. 


be, that no Intelligence, Advice, or Counſel be want- 


I can- 
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I cannot for the future ſtand the Brunt of long 
ſuſpeted Caſualties; Events which glimmer from 
afar, like diſtant Inet Fatui, or other vagrant 
Meteors of the Night: For ſo Contingencies ap- 
pear, which are to come, uncertain, and remote ; 
though ſometimes near at hand; yet with deccit- 
ful Shew, they ſtill miſlead bewilder'd Mortal; 
in the dark. So the tir'd Traveller in Libyan 
Waſtes, is tantaliz'd by mocking Rays of Sands in 
drifted Heaps, or flying Bodies looſely wafted by 
the Winds; on which the Moor and Stars caſting 
their Beams, create Refractions like Domeſtick 
Lamps or Tapers; and encouraging the diſconſo- 
late Man to hope for neighbouring Villages or 
Towns, where he may reſt his weary Limbs, 
and find an hoſpitable Entertainment; ſecure from 


Dragons, Lyons, Tigers, or the more Fierce and ẽ 


Cruel Race of Men, who lurk in ſecret Places of 
the l Deſart, to rob unwary Strangers, a: 
they paſs. 

Tis ſaid, moſt Holy Patriarch of the Faithful, that 
Men are thus degenerate, and tranſcend: the horrid 
Nature of the wildeft Beafts ! But ſadder ſtill, that 
Cities, firſt deſign'd for Sanqtaaries of the Diftre/s'd, 
ſhould become worſe than De/arts, and more [nho/i- 
table than the Purlieu. of Dragons, or the dreadful 
Haunts of Lynxes, Crocodiles, and other Animals of 
Prey. That Mex pretending to be civiliz'd, to live 
in Community, and reciprocal Participation of all 
good Offices; incorporated by the ſame Laws, for 


no other End, but to help, aſſiſt, and defend one ano- 


ther againſt all Foreign Enemies; ſhould, inſtead 
of this, prove more barbarous than Savages, and 
more voracious than Cannibal, whilſt every Citizen 
E on his Neighbour, and devours him whom be 

s ſworn to protect. They all live by Robbery and 
Spoil; The ,Rich and Potent fleece thoſe - whole 
Wealth is not ſufficient to defend them from Oppreſ- 


ſion. Thus are Towns and Cities, from. celebrated 


Refuges of Men, become the Dens of Thieves, wy 
cru 
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? cruel Murderers. The whole Earth is ſtain'd with 
the Blood of the Poor: The Cries of Widows and 
Orphans pierce the Heavens: The Generations of 


| Alen are corrupted with Fraud, Avarice, Perfidy, 


: Ambition, Envy, and a thouſand other Vices. Bro- 
Ether cannot truſt the Son of his own Mother. Fa- 
EZthers are unnatural to their genuine Off-ſpring. 

Children think the Days tedious which prolong their 
Parents Lives. Self-Love teaches a Man to betray his 
y 1 riend, for whom he rather ought to loſe his Life. 
An univerſal Deſection from juſtice and ſound Mo- 


ality reigns every where. 


But what is moſt ſurprizing, is, that even among 
thoſe who bear the glorious Title and Character of 
the True Faithful Muſjulmans, there ſhould be found 
Xa Crew of Miſcreants, Villains, and Traytors to 
ob, his Prophet, and their Sowerergn. I ſpeak not 
Jof ſuch, whoſe Genial Inclinations tempt them to 
commit vulgar Sins, which injure no Man but them- 
elves. I tax no Drunkards, Gameſters, and thoſe 
E=norous Perſons, who waſte their Bodies, Time, 
Eſtates, and facrifice their Reputation to Voluptu- 
uſneſs. Theſe are but Yenia/ Sins, and ſoon waſh'd 
off by the appointed Purifications and Penances. A 
Wittle Water, Duſt, or Sand, with Faſting and de- 
out Invocation of the Eternal Allah, cancels theſe 
WP eccadill's; they are all put to the Account of hu- 
nan Frailty ; ſuch is the Pleaſure of eternal Goodneſs. 
Mat I accuſe the blacker Crimes of thoſe, whom 
Miretting Envy ſtimulates to perſecute their harmleſs 
Neighbour: or baſe Ingratitude prompts to betray 


heir Friends; ar native Malice teaches to ſeek out 


l Occaſions of doing Miſchief in the World. A 
—Duiy, reſtleſs Sort of Men, buzzing about like Waſps 
er Hornets, ſtinging every one they ſaſten on. Or, 
le the Punes of Paris, a troubleſome Kind of Iſects, 
ich interrupt the ſweet Repoſe of Men, creeping 


pon them in their Beds and Slumbers, and flily 
ing them to ſuck their Blood. 


Such 
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Such are the Men of whom I now complain; "i 


who hatter me from Stratagem to Stratagem, from 
one Retrenchment to another; whoſe Crime is 


double, in that they are Perſons of my own Reli. : ? 


gion; Profeſſors of the Genuine Faith brought down = 


from Heaven, Followers. of the Prophet, who could 4 4 


neither write nor read; and Subjects to the Grand | 


Signior. 


"Tis a long time ſince I had the firſt Occaſion to 2 
accuſe ſome at the Serag/io, of private, fly Attempts 
to undermine and ruin me, that they might gain mp 


Po. *Twill ſeem invidious, even in my own De- 
fence, after ſo many Addreſſes to the Minifters of ⁵ü 
the Porte, now to repeat their Names, and diſcom- 


poſe thy Sacred Thoughts with black Memoirs of hu- 
man Malice. Tis not Revenge I ſeek, but for the 
future how to eſcape, if not prevent, the like Con- 


ſpiracies. Nor is it for myſelf alone, I cheriſh this $ 
unuſual Zeal and Care; but for my Maſter's Intereſt 8 


and Honour. 


I've ſery'd near thirty Years in this precarious 8% - 


tion, and never made the leaſt falſe Step; or, if | 


have, twas not diſcern'd ; which is the ſame Thing ü 
in effect. And I am very unwilling to miſcarry az 
laſt, through the Treachery of my pretended Friends 
at Conſtantinople, or for want of full Inſtructions from 


the Imperial Divan. 


'Tis for this Reaſon, I preſume to addreſs to the MM 
Duſt of thy Feet, Supreme Fudge of the Faithful, beg- Wl 


ging the Interpoſition of thy Paternal Authority on Wl 


my Behalf. 


There is one Thing more, which in all Humility 88 
I recommend to thy Wiſdom and SanQtity. I have 8 
often writ to thy Predeceſſor on the ſame Account, be- 
ſeeching him to promote the Tranſlation of Hiftorie:, 
and other Learned Books, out of Foreign Language: 
into Turkiſh or Arabick: That ſo Knowledge might 
flouriſh among the Mu//ulmans, and the Infidel might 


have no more Ground to call us Barbarous. Let Men 


here 


{kilful in Languages and Sciences be ſought for. T 
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are not wanting ſuch at Conſtantinople, and in other 
Parts of the Empire. Let them be employ'd in com- 


© piling an wniver/al Hiſtory of the World in Turkiſh ; 
more ample, true, and correct, than any that has gone 
before it, in Greek, Latin, or any other Language. 


This will bring eternal Honour to the Ottoman En- 


© ire, and prove no hard Taſk to them that ſhall un- 
© dertake it; fince it will be only a choice Collection 


out of other Authors; a Garland of Flowers cull'd 
from the various Fields of Hifory, and compos'd toge- 


ther with an Order full of Luſtre and Beauty, the 


whole Work being interwoven with a Chain of Chro- 
rological Years; which will not only give it a ſingular 
Grace, but alſo be of great Advantage to the Mu/ul- 
nan Readers. 


Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, remember, that though 


our holy Lawgiver could neither write nor read, yet 


73 
* 
* 

9 \ 


the ſucceeding Ca/iphs encouraged Learning. Bene- 


W diction on the Souls of them and their Pofterity. 80 


WE will future Ages bleſs thy Memory, if thou vouch- 


ſafeſt to encourage this glorious Work: And [thuriel, 
the Angel of Science, will make thee his 4/ociate in 


ss been between us. Having Leiſure therefore be- 
| C fore 


Paradiſe, 
With profound Submiſſions I retire from thy /acred 
Preſence, begging thy Abſalution and Bling. 


Paris, 9th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


te. Ah... 
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LETTER viii. 
To Cara Hali, Phylician 20 the Grand | 


Signior. 


9 \ Mong other Diſpatches I could not forget what 


owe to the long continued Friendſhip which 
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fore the Pot goes, I will inform thee of a Bir 
which has 2 little Joy to the Parents, ba ti 
much Admiration among all that hear of it, ani 
rais'd learned Diſputes between the Profeſlors d 
_ Phyfick and Surgery. 

In the Town of Weertzed near Ardenburg in tel 
Low-Countries, a Woman was lately deliver'd of 2 E 
monſtrous Child, with two Heads, two Necks, four 
| | Arms, and proportionably all Parts both outwar!® 
1 and inward double to the Navel, which ſeem'd to be 
the Center of Union between the two Bodies : _ 
from thence downwards there appeared only the Pro. 
2 and Shape of one Body, with two Thig | 

egs, and Feet. The Faces were different; oe 
0 ſqualid and irregular, without a Noſe or Mouth, e. 
cept a kind of Orifice under the Chin; for the 00 4 
poſſeſs'd the Place of the Mouth, and a perfect 14 
I 


' 
14 
| | euline Genital took up the Room of the Noſe : Th 
| | other was fair, and made with Symmetry, havin 
1 nothing extraordinary, ſaving two Teeth growing cu 4 
# of the Gums. ; 
1 This irregular Production has been curiouſly diſſe 
| | 1 by a famous Anatomiſt, who found two Hearts, two 
14 Stomachs, and the other Vitals all fingle. What I half 4 
i ſaid is atteſted by five profeſs'd Phyficians, who openel 4 
Il this wonderful Creature. 1 
[i There have been many Examples of extraord. 3 
nary Births, eſpecially i in theſe Parts of the World. 4 1 
| || And I have read in a French Author, a Man «a 
Credit, That in the Year 159 92 of the Chriftian H. Y 
| ira, a Woman of Alſatia brought forth at once an 4 
| 3 


/ undred and fifty Children, each but three Inch 
111 ng. 1 
| = But what I ſhall now tell thee, though it be 50 

V remarkable for the Number of Children, yet tw 3 

8 — ſingular in the Circumſtances that attendel 3 


n the Counteſi of accus'd one d F 
her Neighbours of Adultery, — "the had three ln 


Children at a Birth, ſaying, She deſerved to be tied 1 


* 
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th 2 Sack, and thrown into the Sea. Next Year the 
Eounte/s herſelf was delivered of twelve Sons all at a 
Arch. And touch'd with Remorſe for the Sentence 
pShich ſhe had pronounc'd againſt the other Woman, 
E@ncluding it now a juſt Puniſhment for herſelf, ſent 
Maid with eleven of theſe new-born »fants, com- 
Panding her to drown them in the next River, re- 
Erving only one to be the Heir of his Father's Eſtate. 
Fate had ſo determined, that her Huſband the Ear 
Pet the Maid as ſhe was going to commit this exe- 
Fable Villainy : and aſking her what ſhe had got in 
er Lap, ſhe anſwer'd, I am going to drown a few 
| Whelps. The Earl being a great Hunter, and 
4 Ln a Lover of Dogs, had a Mind to ſee 
Whether any of theſe Help. were of a promiſing 
Wipet; when to his Aſtoniſnment he found eleven 
human Shapes, all living and perfect, but very 
Wall. He preſs'd the Maid ſo far, that ſhe confeſs'd 
e whole Truth. Whereupon enjoining her Silence, 
d Aſſurance of a good Reward, he caus'd her to 
ry them to one of his Tenants; where being all 
eriſhed and laid warm, he diſpoſed of them after- 
Wards in convenient Places, to be nurs'd and brought 
till they came of Age. Then he ſent for them 
SW ivately to his Houſe, having firſt apparell'd them 
the ſame Faſhion as their Brother was in who 
eelt at home. 
As ſoon as the Counteſs caſt her Eye on them, and 
fſerv'd their Number and Faces, ſo exactly re- 
bling him who had been always with her, ſhe 
pt in a Paſſion betwixt Shame and Joy, conſeſ- 
g her former cruel Intention; and falling at 
Feet of her Lord, he pardon'd her. From theſe 
en deſcend the Family of the I helbs or Guelphs, 
renowned in Germany, and bearing this Name from 
> Maid's Anſwer to the Earl, when ſhe had them 
her Lap. | 
Such ſtrange Productions as theſe, occaſion various 
quiries among the Philoſophers here in the WP : 
[hether human Souls be generated like the Bodies to 
| C 3 which 
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which they are united, er whether they are create 
by the 7mmediate Power of Gon. Aſſuredly theſe . 


fidels are much in the Dark, and ſhut their Eyes a. 


gainſt the Light of the Oriental Sages. If the Pr: 
phets ſhould riſe from the Dead, they would not be 
able to convince theſe Uncircumcis'd, that all Thing; 
viſible and inviſible are from Eternity, and that there 
is nothing new in the Syſtem of the Univerſe, ex. 
cept the various outward Forms, which change indeed 


according to the Laws of endleſs 'Tranſmigration, and _ * 


ſometimes according to the Frolicks of Nature, who 
loves to mix her Interludes and Antiques with the 
eſtabliſh'd Senſes of every Age. | 
What I have writ is to divert thee : But when ſhall _ 
J have an Anſwer as from an old Friend? Let not th: 
Honours of the Serail make thee forget thoſe with 
whom thou haſt been once familiar. My dear Hal, 
be not too much a Courtier. Thy long Silence ard 
Reſervedneſs forces this Language from me. Shall 
Conſtantinople blot out thy Remembrance of Arabia? 
Or the Blaſt of a Monarch's Favour be more valuable 


than the durable Integrity of a Countryman, a Friend? | 


Tf the Sultan truſts his Life in thy Hands, doſt not 
thou know that a Fit of- Gripes, the Stone, Gout, 
or any violent Diſtemper, will turn all his Confidence 
into Jealouſy? I tell thee, he will ſuſpe& Poiſon in 
thy very Looks. 

Therefore, continue to be the ſame Man as thou 
wert formerly, and let not thy Improvements in 
Phyfick make thee go backward in Morality. 


Paris, 234 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 
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Er 
Jo Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew af Vienna. 


% OW I fee thou art a Man of Buſineſs : Thy 
* Mind is cured of its religious Itch, and reſtor'd 


do a ſound Complexion. Perſevere, and be happy. 


Let no vain Scruples of Conſcience moleit thy 
Soul, concerning the Peace that was lately made be- 

4 9 tween the Grand Signior and the German. Cares of 
this Nature belong to thoſe who fit at the Helm, and 


7X direct the Steerage of the State. As for thee and 


me, our Part is only to obey, without enquiring 
whether it be right or wrong that we are commanded, 
Every Thing is lawful to us that is enjoined by our 
Superiors: And the pub/ick Reaſon ought to ſuper- 
ſede our private narrow Sentiments. Whatever Præ- 


XE munires we incur by our Obedience, the Conſcience 
of the State will be our Bail, our Advocate, and 


our Ranſom : Therefore, once more, go on and 
proſper. 

Thou couldſt not have done the Grand Signior a 
greater Piece of Service, than by thus happily inſi- 
nuating thyſelf with the Hungarian Faction at Vienna: 
For by that means thou becomeſt Maſter of the Secrets 
of both Sides, the Janus that overlooks two oppoſite 

© Cabals at once; and ſo may'ſt not only form thy In- 
trigues the better, but alſo give a clearer Light to the 
=X Miniſters of the /ab/ime Porte. 
I am diſpleas'd to hear of the frequent Confpiracies 
chat have been made againſt the E mperor's Perſon. Not 
or any Love that I bear to him, or the Houſe of 
Auſtria ; for I wiſh there was not a Branch of that 
znceſiuous Stem left alive on Earth: But I never knew 
ſuch Kind of Plots, if orce diſcovered and pre- 
vented, to take Effect again. Belides, they many 
times ſpoil the main Dengn: For what ſigniſies it, 
if this Emperor were ſeiz d and put to Death, ſo long 
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as there is any one of that Hrannical Race ſurviving ? 
They are all of the fame Blood and Intereſt ; edu— 
cated alſo in the fame Principles and Maxims. In a 
word, they have all but one Game to play ; which 
is, to aggrandize themſelves and their Poſterity for 
ever. And therefore theſe clandeſtine Methods of 
Poiſon or Aſſaſſin, will but make them more watch- 
ſal to prevent all Deſigns of the like Nature for the 
future. 

Remember, Nathan, that the Mark which thou 
art to aim at, is to cheriſh the Diſcontents of Hun- 
gary, by all the Arts of a cunning Stateſman. Count 
Peter de Sereni is a fit Subject to work upon. The 
Death of his Brother, and his own Diſgrace at the 
Imperial Court, with the riſing Fortune of Mont:- 
cuculi, have filld him with Sentiments of Revenge 
and Envy. He cannot behold Count 4 Awver/perg in 
Poſſeſſion of Carleſtadt without much Reſentment, 
having with ſo great Paſſion begg'd that Government 
for himſelf. 

If this Prince can but be induc'd to revolt, many 
thouſands of the Croats, Dalmatians, and Sclawonians, 
will take up Arms under him, which will at once 
weaken both the German Empire, and the State of 
Venice. Beſides, the Marriage of his Daughter with 
Prince Ragotfhi, may engage the Tran/lvanians in 
his Party. Count Nadafi: alſo, they ſay, is not well 
_ pleaſed with the Court, aiming to be Palatine of Hu:- 
gary, which has been refuſed him. This News comes 
to me but by Report: If it be true, thou art in the 
fairer Way to ſucceed. Such great Malecontents as 
theſe will puzzle the Miniſters of State, and exerciſe 
the Policy of Prince Lobkowrts. | 

Beſides, if Things ſhould not proceed to an open 
Rupture, yet, thou knoweſt, the Hungarians are of- 
fended at the late Peace, which will not fail to put 
them upon committing perpetual Acts of Hoſtility. 
They ſtomach it extremely, that the Town of Neaw- 
hawſel is in the Grand Signior's Hands; and they will 


be always cn their Guard in the neighbouring Parts, 
| patroling 
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troling about, and ſxirmiſhing with our Foragers : 


Which will afford a good Occaſion at any time for 


our Sovereign to break the Peace, whenever it is for 


his Intereſt. There are abundance of Conſequences 


| in ſuch a Caſe, more than we can think of or fore- 


ſee, yet all to our Advantage. As long as we go 
the right way to work, all Things will ſucceed 
well. Make no falſe Steps, and there's no danger of 


ſtumbling. 


Remember ſtill, that thy particular Charge is, to 
foment a Civil War between the Court of Vienna and 
the Hungarians. Tis no matter who gets the better 
on't. Let them quarrel to Eternity, and deſtroy one 
another in God's Name: Then ſhall the Muſ/ulman 
Empire thrive. | 

Before God, you have a fige Opportunity, ye 
factious Comrades : But beware of ily Interlopers. 
Damn the Eaſineſs and good Nature (falſly fo calPd) 
of thoſe who will admit any Man into their Cabal, 
provided he puts on a fair Guiſe of one of the Party. 
Ye can't be too reſerved and cloſe. D'ye think the 
E mperor has not his Spies about in every Corner? A 
Pox of your Stupidity, if you ſuffer this brave Deſign 
to miſcarry for want of looking ſharp. Damn you, 
for a Parcel of old thread-bare Fools, if after ſo man 
Experiences you don't furbiſh up your Wits, and loo 


| 3 to yourſelves. There's a Gottendorf, Railliwits, Skhus, 


the Knight Baron Leipſem, Elnard the hereditary Pre- 
tender to the Marquiſate of Thanu, with many others 
whom I will not name in this Letter: By Mo/es and 
Mahomet they're all Rogues; and if you truſt them 
too far, they ſurely betray you. | 

Nathan, believe me, I would not write ſo paſſionate- 
ly were my Life at all precious. But I have no other 
End in protracting the Minute of my Tran/migration, 
than to exalt, as much as in me lies, the Majeſty of 
the Ottoman Lineage, and to guard it from Dangers. 
I am placed here on purpoſe by Fate: And I'll do 
my Duty, tho' the whole World ſhould ſputter their 
Venom againſt me, 
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O Tfaelite, both thou and J muſt ſhortly leave this 
Earth ; or at leaſt we muſt change the Form of our 
Earth. We ſhall never ceaſe to be ſomething ; Gov 
knows what. 

In the mean time, be what thou ſeemeſt to be. 


Paris, 234 of the the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


LETTER X. 


To the moſt Sublime and Magnificent / 
the Muſſulman Baſſa's, Achmet, le 
Vizir Azem. | 


AY Chaplets of immortal Flowers crown thy 
noble Head, illuſtrious Cxperly, ſtrong Prop 
of the Houſe of Etrogriel, main Buttreſs of the 
Tower of the Se/zuccian Tribe, the Lineage of Otto- 
man, Heir of the Heirs to J/macl, the eldeſt Son of 
our Father Abrabam, the Glory of Men, and the 
Beloved of Gop. | 
Not the unmatch'd Perfumes of Arabia, not the 


furprizing Odours of the Perfian Incenſe, which | 


they offered to the Sun, not all the moſt ſkilful 
Compofitions of Eaſtern Aromaticks put together, are 
balf fo ſweet, as is thy glorious Name among the 
* 

receiv d thy Orders with a Reverence, ſecond 
only to that which is due to the Grand Signior, and 
will perform them with a loyal Alacrity, I per- 
fectly comprehend thy Deiign, and the Drift of the 
ſublime Porte: For thou halt ſtated the Caſe like an 
Oracle. Twill not be difficult, I believe, to ſuggeſt 
under-hand to the French Court, the Advantage 


they may make of the preſent Diſtractions in Hun- 
| gary: 
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gary : For they are already become the Subject of 
common Diſcourſe. Lewis the Fourteenth, by en- 
couraging thoſe Malecontents, and ſupporting their 
"Cauſe with private Diſburſements of Money, will 
doubtleſs facilitate his own deſigned Conqueſts on the 
Neighbourhoods of the Rhine. For if the Hungarian 
Lords proceed to an open Revolt, and throw them- 
"ſelves under the Sultan's Protection, the Emperor of 
Germany will be obliged to turn all his Forces that 
Way: which yet will not be able to withſtand the 
United Armies of the Hungarian, Croatians, Hey- 
* dukes, Tartars, and the molt invincible O/mans. Sa 
that by this means, the Empire will be weaken'd on 
both Sides, and in fatal Danger of its final Diffolu- 
tion; whilſt the Strength and Power of the Grand 
*Signivr, and the King of France, his Noble Ah, will 
daily increaſe. 
© Belides, this will put all Europe into Diviſions and 
Parties, according as their Intereſts and Affections 
incline them, ſome ſiding with the Emperor, others 
„with the French King; whilſt the Generality will 
T find Neuters, and contemplate the Iſſue of theſe 
= Wars, without aſſiſting one Side or Cother. Than 
| 4 which, nothing can fall out more happy or propitious 
XX for the facred Monarchy of the Oſmans. 
I Obedience to thy Command, I have written to 
Nathan Ben Saddi on this Account; altogether as 
from myſelf, not giving him the leaſt Ground to con- 
jecture, that I had receiv'd an Order from the Porte. 
I frequently take the Liberty to counſel that honeſt 
Nein many Cafes ; inviting him to Projects in Ge- 
2 neral Terms, and to do ſome extraordinary Service 
uw the (rand S$:7ninr., So that be will imagine my 
ring now 35 only of courſe, without ſuſpecting any 
ung ele... 
= | belecch thee to ſend me all the Inſtructions that 
ge ſncedful for me, not only to carry on this Affair 
proſperoully, but all others relating to the Porte, I 
ul be careful to trauſmit thy Commards to Nathan 
ben add, in ſuch a Diiguite, as he ſhall not dre m 
5 hey 
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they are any other than his own Propoſals : Since 
thou doſt not think it fit that the Majeſty of the Porte 
ſhould appear to be concern'd in a Buſineſs of this 
Nature, eſpecially ſo ſoon after the late Peace con- 
cluded with the Emperor. | 

*Tis an invaluable Honour thou haſt done me, in 
truſting to my Conduct an Intrigue, whoſe Effects, 
for ought I know, may reach all the Nations of Eu- 
rope, and laſt till the Day of Doom. Queſtion not my 
Fidelity, for 'tis of Proof: Beſides it many times 
tempts a Man to be falſe, when he knows he is ſuſ- 
pected to be ſo. 
I am Slave of the Saves of thoſe who ſtand near 
the Sultan's Perſon, and confeſs Mohammed to be the 
Apoſtle of God. More particularly I am devoted to 
thoſe who have the Honour to ſerve thee, the 
Grand Pillar of the O/man Empire. God perpetuate 
thy Felicity. 


Paris, 23d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


LETTER XI. 


To the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer 
to the Sultan. 


HESE Parts abound in Action at this Time, 
Couriers run up and down from Court to 
Court with ſecret Diſpatches, and Matters of deep Im- 


port. The Death of the Queen of Poland, and of Pope 


Alexander VII, occaſion this new ſtirring and buſtling 
in Europe. She died on the 10th of the 5th Moon: 
He on the 22d. Every Kingdom and State in the 


Meſt, have ſome Intereſt to make or preſerve ; ſome 
| Deſign 
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Deſign to ſorm or to carry on, the Succeſs of which 
many times depends on the well managing the Con- 
ſequences of theſe great and fatal Breaches, which 
Death makes in the Families of Mighty Potentales, 
Houſes of Royal Deſcent, 

the French Court were all diſſolv'd in Joy, for the 
Marriage of the Duke of Guize with Madamoiſelle a” 
Alengen ; They were in the midſt of the Nuptial 
Triumphs and Feſtival Solemnities, when the Black 
Expreſſes came, which ſoon turn'd all their Mirth to 
Mourning, at leaſt in outward Appearance, For it 
was not decent for the Sons to continue longer revel- 
ling, when the Great Father lay embalm'd in order 
to his Sepulture. Therefore to prevent Idleneſs, the 
King thought fit to change the Paſlimes of the Court 
for more necellary Buſineſs ; and the ſoft Entertain- 
ments of Hymen, for the rugged Toils of War. He 
caus'd his Armies to march into Flanders, to give his 
Queen Poſſeſſion of certain Eftates fallen to her in 
thoſe Parts, This ſurpriz'd the Low Countries, who 
began to demoliſh ſeveral Places of Strength,. that had 
not ſufficient Garriſons to defend them. 

The King was himſelf in Perſon at the Head of his 
Army, which gave immenſe Courage to his Soldiers. 
So that Tournay quickly ſurrender'd to him, on the 
24th of the 6th Moon ; and Doway not many Days 
after. In the mean while, the Mareſchal d' Aumont,, 
with another Army, takes Bergue and Furnes near 
Dunkirk, Then he beſieges Liſle, which was taken 
o after Seventeen Days; but not without the King's 
Preſence ; who appear d indefatigable, always on- 
Horſeback, or in his Coach, going the Rounds, and 
ſurveying all the Works, He ſlept in his Coach 
that Night the Town was taken, on a Bridge not 
tar from Gyent, They have alſo taken Courtray,. 
Undinard?, and Alot, They have defeated the Prince 
de Ligne, and the Count de Marcin. In a word, they 
dave done io many Great Things this Campaign, 
that all Landers is ſtupiſied as at a Miracle. 
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Illuſtrious Aga, I have in a ſort of Miniature pre- 
ſented thee with a true Efigies of Weftern Affairs at 
this Juncture. Let not my Abruptneſs diſpleaſe thee ; 
ſince this Epitome deſcribes the Truth as lively, as if 
Fd fill'd an Ell of Parchment up with Words. 


Paris, 24 of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


LETTER XII. 
To Dgnet Oglou, 


Know not whether I have Reaſon to rejoice or be 
ſad in my preſent Circumſtances ; ſo ambiguous 


are the Events of human Life. Even the moſt blan- 


diſhing Gifts of Fortune, and ſuch as we are extremely 
taken with, many times prove like the 7-9jar Horſe, 
only fair and gay in outward Appearance : whilſt, 
like that deceitful Engine of the Grecian Craft, they 
carry an Army of hidden Calamities within, which, 
in the midft of our ſecure Repoſe, when we leaſt 
dream of any Evil, ruſh upon us from their concealed 
and unſuſpected Ambuſcades, put us all in Terror and 
Confuſion. 
| However, ſince I have had a ſufficient Share of 
Trouble, Grief, and Melancholy; now let other 
ſprightly, chearful Paſſions take their Turn, be the 
Event how it will ; I cannot always bear the Burden 
of a loaded Spleen, cramm'd and puff'd up with 
melancholy Winds, the Embryo's or Vehicles at leaſt 
of horrid Thoughts, perplexing Cares, and black De- 
ſpair. Beſides, methinks, I have a fit Occaſion to be 
merry ; being by a very pleaſing Accident, at once 
rid of a great many vain Doubts and Anxieties, 
(which have diſturb'd my Peace for theſe Three or 
Four Years) and reſtor'd to the charming . 
tion 
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"4 ſition of Daria, whom thou may'ſt remember I ſo 
= paſſionately lov'd in the Days of my Youth. 
” Know then, that one Day as I was walking in 
the Streets, I met that lovely Greek in Mourning. 
© Surpriz'd above meaſure at the Sight of a Perſon, for 
= whom I had formerly cheriſh'd ſo great an Eſteem ; 
I ſtood ſtill at firſt, like one Thunder-ſtruck. I 
could not forbear queſtioning my own Senſes, and 
giving the Lye to my Eyes, which aſſured me it 
was ſhe. Neither Age nor Abſence had effac'd her 
© lov'd Idea from my Memory, or ſo much chang'd 
| 7 her Face, but that I eaſily call'd to Mind the Object 
of my Amorous Deſires. Vet my Aſtoniſhment was 
& ſach at this unthought-of Interview, that I had not 
== Reſolution enough to believe myſelf ; and her 
Amazement ſeem'd no leſs than mine: whilſt neither 
of us had Power to ſpeak, but ſtood like Fools. Till 
I., aſham'd longer to loſe myſelf in ſuch an effe- 
minate Confuſion of Spirit, firſt broke Silence, not 
XX without ſome Rapture and Emotion, crying out, 
ils it Daria or her Gho/?, I ſee? Has Fortune bleſs'd 
or mock'd me at the Fatal Hour ? Or do deluding 
8 © Nymphs and Fairies haunt the Streets of populous 
Cities, walking about in borrow'd Forms, and 
mixing with the Throng of Mortals, to tantalize 
our ſofteſt Hopes with a falſe Shew of ſome dear 
Lover, Friend or Perſon highly wiſh'd for, never 
to be enjoy'd ? It may be true, that Cyrtherea left 
her Heaven, (as Virgil does relate) and in a Tyrian 
* Dreſs met the Heroic Offspring of Anchi/es in the 
Fields, amuſing him with a diſguiſed Semblance 
of Mortality and Human Race, until her Hea- 
wenty Voice diſcover'd that ſhe was a Goddeſs, So 
us'd Diana to deſcend in dead of Night, and mix 
the Slumbers of Endymion with Immortal Dreams; 
ſealing ſoft Kiſſes from the lovely Youth, and 
whiſpering Celeflial Words into his Ears, more 
forcible, than the Songs of Orpheus, when he 
mov'd the Trees and Rocks to Paſſions of P/atonick 
Love. At other times they would come down, 
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« and take the Air of cool Mount Hemas, or the 
« lofty Ida. Thus Melpomene, Clio, and the reſt of 
& the Sacred Nine, would often viſit the refreſhin: 
„Heights of their belov'd Parnaſ/us ; from whence 
«© deſcending to the ſhady Banks of Helicon, with 
* more than Mortal Voices, would awake and temp: 
% the wanton Eccho's to ſtrike up, like Vins, and 
join in Concert with them, whilſt they chaunt the 
«© Praties of ſome Demi-God, or Hero, whom they 
„love. But that a Goda, N;mph, or Muſe, did 
* Cer frequent the common Crowd of Mortals in a 
«« City, is not to be credited: Therefore, unlets ! 
& dream, it is Daria 1 behold.” 

My Dgnet, I was running on in higher Ecſtaſies 
at mentioning of her Name, but that ſhe ſmild, 
and interrupted me with an obliging Reſerved. 
neſs, and ſaid, Dahmnt, if you are the Nat 
«© I take you for, and would have my Eſteem, 
„be leſs paſſionate, and leave off this wild way cl 
„ Raillery : We bath are paſt the Vanitics of Youth : 
«« Our Years ſhould now retain no remnant Frets 
of early boiling Blood, and young, green, fouli!: 
% Paſſious.“ 

I took rhis only for a Female Banter, and Eiiay © 
Woman's Craft, to try the Senſe and IIumour of + 
Man. For, thou knoweſt, the greateſt Princes love? 
a truly paihonate Addreſs, tho not a puling, wht 
ning one; beſides, tis the Faſhion here in France, te 
vile Remantick Forms of Speech, when they make 
Love. IIowever, in regard it was inconvenient “ 


loſe more time, in the open Street, by this Sit © 


Diſcourſe, I invited her to a Houte, where we migh: 
converſe with more Freedom. She accepted the > 
tion, and J conducted her to the Houle of EH 
the Feu. is pleaſantly ſeated on the Banks oft. 
River Seine, and has a fair Garden belonging to 1! 
Eliachim happen'd to be abroad, which gave us © 
better Opportunity of improving of Time, witho!' 
the neceſſary Interruption of Salutes, Compliment: 
Sc. uſual in ſuch a Caſe. And I had the Com 
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_ mand of his Houſe, as though he had been there 
* himſelf. | | 
— It being in the Heat of Sammer, I led Daria into 


a little, ſhady, green Retreat, in the midſt of the 
Garden, out of the Reach of curious Ears; where 


þ under the cool refreſhing Shelter of a wide-ſpread 
Beach, we ſat down and calPd to mind our former 
7 Acquaintance and Friendſhip. Daria ſtill retain'd 
3 her . Native Modeſty and Prudence, neither had the 
- external Beauty of her Face ſuffer'd any greater De- 
f triment, than what befals the faireſt Roſes, Violets, 


or other Flowers, which even in their moſt decay'd 
Eſtate, merit the Character of amiable Sweetneſs. 

N - However, the Luſtre of her Wit, and Goodneſs of 
her Humour, ſupply'd all other Defects. 

I proteſt, my Degnct, it was impoſſible for me to 
ſee, and not to love again, a Perſon whoſe Idea 
was once ſo domeſtick and familiar to my Saul. 

And I was the more animated to make my Court, 
when ſhe told me, that ſhe was a Widow. Iwas 
aeeeaſy to forget, or baniſh from my "Thoughts, her 
1 former faithful Treachery, in acquainting her 
> Huſband with my Amour. Love ſoon removes all 
= puny Obſtacles; 'tis ready, prompt, and dextrous 
to find Excuſes for the greateſt Faults a Friend can 
cver commit: much more ingenuous to palliate the 
Peccadillo's of a Miſtreſs. This Generous Paſſion, 
by a peculiar Force, extirpates all Revenge, and blots 
out the Alemoirs of paſs'd Unkindneſſes. It ever 
= fprings and blooms with freſh deſires, young vigorous 
& inclinations: Like to the Palm oppreſſed with 
Weights, it higher grows: Twould fain increaſe, 
dilate, and firetch itſelf to Immortality. There's 
no Conſideration, but that of Honour, can pretend 
= to match, or ſtand in Competition with the Divine 
Regards of Love. And yet the moſt exalted Human 
. = Glory often veils to this ſoft Paſſion: The Conque- 
1 = rors of the World {ufer themſclves to be overcome 
by Women, 
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« and take the Air of cool Mount Hemus, or the 
4% lofty /da. Thus Melpomene, Clio, and the reſt of 
the Sacred Nine, would often viſit the refreſhing 
„Heights of their belov'd Parnaſſus ; from whence 
, deſcending to the ſhady Banks of Helicon, with 
* more than Mortal Voices, would awake and temp: 
te the wanton Eccho's to ſtrike up, like Uri/ens, and 
«c join in Concert with them, whilſt they chaunt the 
„ Prailes of ſome Demi-God, or Hero, whom they 
% love. But that a Goddeſs, Nymph, or Muſe, did 
* cer frequent the common Crowd of Mortals in a 
City, is not to be credited: Therefore, unleſs | 
« dream, it is Daria I behold.” 

My Dgnet, I was running on in higher Ecſtaſies 
at mentioning of her Name, but that ſhe ſmil'd, 
and interrupted me with an obliging Reſerved- 
ne's, and ſaid, ** NMabmut, if you are the Man 
«© I take you for, and would have my Efteem, 
«« be. leſs paſſionate, and leave off this wild way cf 
*« Raillery : We both are paſt the Vanitics of Youth : 
Our Years ſhould now retain no remnant Frotlis 
of early boiling Blood, and young, green, foolii: 
« Paſſions.“ 

I took this only for a Female Banter, and Eſſay of 
Woman's Craft, to try the Senſe and EIumour of. 
Man. For, thou knoweſt, the greateſt Prince love: 
a truly paſſionate Addreſs, tho' not a puling, whi- 
ning one; beſides, tis the Faſhion here in France, te 
ule Romantick Forms of Speech, when they make 
Love. However, in regard it was inconvenient 0 
loſe more time, in the open Street, by this Sort of 
Diſcourſe, I invited her to a Houſe, where we migh: 
converſe with more Freedom. She accepted the iv 
tion, and J conducted her to the Houle of EAA 


the Few. "Tis pleaſantly ſeated on the Banks of 114 ll 


River Seine, and has a fair Garden belonging to it. 


Fliachim happen'd to be abroad, which gave us - 


better Opportunity of improving of Time, withou! 
the neceſſary Interruption of Salutes, Compliments, 
Wc. uſual in ſuch a Caſe. And I had the Com 
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yy mand of his Houſe, as though he had been there 
% 2X himſelf. | 

3 It being in the Heat of Summer, I led Daria into 
ry = a little, ſhady, green Retreat, in the midſt of the 


Garden, out of the Reach of curious Ears; where 


+ Ander the cool refreſhing Shelter of a wide-ſpread 
: Beach, we ſat down and calFd to mind our former 
uy Acquaintance and Friendſhip. Daria ſtill retain'd 
10 her Native Modeſty and Prudence, neither had the 


external Beauty of her Face ſuffer'd any greater De- 
- triment, than what befals the faireſt Roſes, Violets, 
or other Flowers, which even in their moſt decay'd 
Eſtate, merit the Character of amiable Sweetneſs. 
However, the Luſtre of her Wit, and Goodneſs of 
her Humour, ſupply'd all other Deſects. 
Il proteſt, my Dęnet, it was impoſlible for me to 
' RE fee, and not to love again, a Perſon whoſe Idea 
XX was once ſo domeſtick and familiar to my Soul. 
And I was the more animated to make my Court, 
when ſhe told me, that ſhe was a Widow. Twas 
eaſy to forget, or baniſh from my Thoughts, her 
former faithful Treachery, in acquainting her 
Huſband with my Amour. Love ſoon removes all 
puny Obſtacles ; 'tis ready, prompt, and dextrous 
to find Excuſes for the greateſt Faults a Friend can 
ever commit: much more ingenuous to palliate the 
Peccadilh's of a Miſtreſs. This Generous Paſſion, 
by a peculiar Force, extirpates all Revenge, and blots 
out the Memoirs of paſs'd Unkindneſſes. It ever 
ſprings and blooms with freſh deſires, young vigorous 
Inclinations : Like to the Palm oppreſſed with 
Weights, it higher grows: Twould fain increaſe, 
dilate, and firetch itſelf to Immortality. There's 
no Conſideration, but that of Honour, can pretend 
to match, or ſtand in Competition -with the Divine 
Regards of Love. And yet the moſt exalted Human 
Glory often veils to this ſoft Paſſion : The Conque- 
rors of the World ſuffer themſelves to be overcome 
by Women, 


Wonder 
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Wonder not therefore, that I, who am Fleſh and 
Blood as well as other Men, could not now defend 
myſelf from fair Daria's Charms. 3 

Excuſe me in that I cannot now give thee any far- 
ther Account of this Adventure; being interrupted 
by a Meſſenger from Eliachim the Few, who brings 
me Word, my Mother is very fick, and wants my 
Company. Expect another Di/patch ſpeedily, 


Paris, 15% of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


LETTER XI. 
To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 


of the Cuſtoms, and Superinten- 


dant of the Arſenal at Conſtanti- 
nople, 


3 IS written in the Fates, That Man ſhould once 
at leaſt be vanquiſh'd by a Roman in his Life. 
But 'tis my Chance to be twice ſubdued by one of 
that fair Sex. I know not whether I acquainted thee 
with the Love I formerly bore to Daria, a bcautifol 
Greek Lady icjourning in Paris. Neither have I & 
this Inſtant an Opportunity to look over the File cf 
my Letters, they being in my Lodgings, and I at 
Eliacbim's Houſe, where I writ this Letter, for thc 
ſake of a Convenience, which offers itſelf, of ſending 
thee a ſmall Preſent of Wat hes and Oriental Stores, 
by a Zew, a Merchant, who is juſt departing for Cos. 
flantirople. 
, However, if thou art curious to know the Circum- 
ſtances of this Amour T ſpeaks of, our Friend 0: 
can inſorm thee of it. In the mean time, ſuber me 


ny 


* > e PC nd 
e 
2 — : 5 * . * 9 


Vol. VII. a Spy ot PARIS. At 


to vent ſome of my Thoughts concerning Women, 


- 
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9 
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gentle Paſſion, it being mixed and blended in our 


and the Love of them rooted ſo deeply in our Hearts 
by Nature. None of our Sex could e'er eſcape this 


very Original Embryo's, and after cheriſh'd with our 
® Mothers Milk. It was the peculiar Myſtery of our 
* Nurſes, by a thouſand Female Tricks and Arts of 


* 


* 
* 
* 


neceſſary Tenderneſs, to blow and Kindle up the 
little Sparks of this immortal Fire, within our In- 


% fant Seuls 3; whilſt from their Breaſts we ſuck'd and 
E guzzled down inebriating Phi/ters and Lowe- Potions, 


* 


1 
o od 
* 


more forcible and durable than thoſe the Grecian * 


Maids compound by magick Rules when they wou'd 
E captivate ſome lovely Youth within their Snares. Our 
blood thus fed with early ſympathetick Draughts, 


becomes the Seminary of a thouſand amorous Inch- 


nations; general, unform'd, and volatile Affections 
to that Sex : Till Time and Opportunity fix our 
W looſe Deſires on {ome particular Maid, whom Fate or 


Chance has brought into our View. At the firſt 


3 Glance, ſhe darts from her enchanting Eyes the per- 


fect Image of her Soul, which penetrates like Light- 


q ning, our moſt interior Faculties. The ſwift Jaca 


transforms us into its own Similitude ; like melted 


Wax we take the momentary Impreſſion of a Figure, 


which may laſt as long as we; or if we melt again, 
tis but to receive ſome other Stamp of Love. Thus 


3 our whole Life paſſes away in an enchanted Circle of 


Amours. 


However, 'tis the Part of a wiſe Man to regulate 
this Paſſion, and not ſuffer it to degenerate into Do- 
tage. There is much to be ſaid in Praiſe of Women, 
and not a little in their Diſparagement : As we are 
Riddles to ourſelves, ſo that Sex is in a higher Degree 
Aiyflerious and a Paradox. 

' I'would be a kind of ſacrilegious Envy to conceal 
their Excellencies, and the Advantages they bave of 
us in many Regards, whilſt our partial Pen ſhall only 
publiſh their Deſects and Infirmities. Some Hebrew 
De#ors, from the different Names of Adam and Eve 

draw 
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draw Arguments to prove the Dignity and PerfeQtion 
of the Female Sex, in that Adam fignifieth [ Earth] 
but Ewe expreſſes [ Life]. For they affirm, that every 
Name which Gop impos'd on any Thing, deſcribes 
its Nature and Qualities, as a Picture repreſents the 
Original, Therefore by how much Life is more to 
be eſteem'd than Earth, by ſo much more excellent, 
in the Opinion of thoſe Rabbies, is Woman than 
Man, 

They go farther alſo ; and from the Affinity be- 
tween Eve's Name and the Sacred Name of Gop, the 
ineFable Tetragrammaton the Cabalijts borrow Proofs 
in Confirmation of their Doctrine. : 

I know not whether ſuch Critical Obſervations be 
of any Moment or no, in this Caſe ; yet thou know'ſ 
that all the Eaſtern Languages are full of hidden My- 
ſteries ; each Word and Letter being impregnated with 
ſome Divine or Natural Secret, beſide the common 
obvious Senſe. Thus A Zerbi, the holy Mufſu/man 
Doctor fays, there's Magick in the Sacred Name of 


Jeſus, and that whene'er it ſhall be once pronounc'd 


through the great Tube or Trump of Michael, it ſhall 


cauſe all the Powers in Heaven, in Earth, and Hell, 


to bow the Knee. This Globe whereon we tread, 
ſhall tremble, and all the Elements melt away; the 
Firmament ſhall be ſnatch'd up like to the Motion of 
an Faftern Antiport, Veil, or Curtain. The wide- 
ſtretch'd Orbs above ſhall warp and rowl together, as 
a ſcorched Skin, or a Piece of Parchment does before 
a Fire. So forcible will be the Energy of that tre- 
mendous VOR D by which the Univer/e was made, 
when Gop deſigns to rend this viſible World of ours 
in Pieces, that be may reveal his nobler Works, the 
Worlds inviſible and eternal. This mighty Frame on 
every Side will bow, and yield, and vaniſh : not able 


to ſupport the crowding Train and Luſtre of immortal 


Glories, radiant, bright E/ences, deſcending in a Body 
from the high Palaces of God, the infinite Solitudes 
and Receſſes of the Omnipotent. 


Thou 
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Thou haſt no Reaſon to be ſcandaliz'd at what I 
write as if I were a Chriſtian. Thou ſeeſt I have a 
Doctor of the Arabs for my Author : A True Believer, 
and reputed Saint. Beſides, if I am worthy to ad- 
viſe thee, let not the common Practice of Muſſul- 
man Profeſſors in the Imperial City tempt thee to 
deſpiſe the Bled Son of Mary, of whom our Holy 
Prophet ſpeaks ſo honourably. How many Chap- 
ters in the Alcoran do celebrate his Praiſe? I rather 
counſel thee to imitate the honeſt Turcomans, who 


are eſteemed the beſt of True Belieuers. Theſe 
* honour both 7% s and his matchleſs Y7rgin-Mother 2 
So do the Chupmeſiaf, and all good Muſſulmans. 


As for the reſt, they're either ſuperſtitious and 


moroſe Fanaticks, profligate Renegades, or looſe, wild 


Libertines, who fear neither Gop nor Man. 
And now I've mentioned that incomparable Mary 
Mother of the Meſias, of whom the mighty Alcoran 


= ſpeaks ſuch venerable Things; it is a fit Occafion to 


return from my Digreſſion, and proceed in relating 


7 what the Fei Rabbies ſay further in Commendation 


of the Female Sex. 
They conſider the Order which Gop, according to 


2 the Writing of Moſes, obſerved in the Creation, wiz. 


that among his Works, ſome are incorruptible and 
immortal; others ſubje& to Corruption and Change; 
and that as he began in the nobleſt Species of the 
former, to wit, pure ſeparate Spirits ; ſo he ended in 
the moſt illuſtrious of the latter, that is, Woman ; 
the laſt of all his Works, and the moſt perfect of 
compound Beings : For in her are center'd and con- 
ſummated the A of the Heavens, the Earth, 
Air, Fire, and Water, with Minerals, Plants, and 


Animals, and whatſoever elſe was made before her. 


This is the Opinion of ſome Hebrew Writers, who 
believe, that Gop having made Eve, and then ſur- 
vey'd the Sytem of his Works, found nothing more 
excellent or divinely fram'd than Veman. There- 
fore in her he reſted and commenc'd the Sabbath, 
as if his Power and Wiſdom now were tir'd and 
foil'd, 
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foil'd, and that he could not flart the Idea of another 
Creature more perfect than her: Or, as if he did 
not eſteem the Univer/e itſelf compleat without the 

laſt and moit accompliſh'd of his Works. For they 
hold it is ablurd to believe, that Gop wou'd finiſh 
ſuch a.prodigious and admirable Tafk, in any mean 
or abject Thing. They alſo illuſtrate this by a 
Similitude, alterting, that the World being as it 
were an entire Circle, it follows by neceſſary Con- 
ſequence, that it was 6niſt'd in that Part, which by 
the moſt intimate Union couples the firſt Atom to 
the laſt. 

They endeavour to ſtrengthen this by the com- 
mon Principle of Philoſephy, which teaches that ihe 
End is always firtt in the Intention, and laſt in Exe- 
cutton. amen therefore being the laſt Work of 
the Creation, it is evident, ſay they, that ſhe was 
the chief Deiign and Aim the Almighty had in build- 
ing this immenſe Fabrick, which he firſt furniſhed 
-and adorned with infinite Riches and Delights, and 
then introduced her, as into her own native, proper 
Palace, there to reign as abſolute Queen over all his 
Works. | 

Beſides, they take Advantage from the particular 
Place of her Creation to exalt her, in that ſhe was 
form'd in Paradiſe among the Angels, whereas Man 
was made in the Common Waſte among the Brutes. 
And thereiore they ſay, Women have this peculiar 
Privilege, that when they look down from any emi- 
nent Height or Precipice, they feel no Dizzineſs or 
giddy Symptoms in their Head, no Miſt or Dimneſs 
in their Eyes, being, as it were, nearer their proper 
Element, or lofty Birth-place ; whereas it is common 
22 to be troubled with theſe Accidents in ſuch a 
Caſe. 8 

But the moſt prevailing Argument they uſe, is 
taken fiom the ſtupendous Beauty of that Sex, which 
like the finer Sort of Clouds in Summer, ſeems to en- 
groſs the Splendors of immortal Light, and fo reflect 

them on the World. How matchleſs is a Woman's 
Form 
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Form? What dazzling Majeſty environs her from 
Head to Foot? Gaze on her lovely Countenance 
without Attoniſhment ; or fix your Eyes on her's 
without an Ecſtacy ; thoſe Lights which do miſlead 
the Morning Stars, and cauſe the Gods to ramble from 
their Heaven, if what the Ancient Poets ſay be true. 
So did Apollo for his Daphne, and Jupiter for others 
of that charming Sex. Neither need we wonder at 
this, ſince the Written Law itſelf records, that Angels 
fell in Love with admirable Maids of Human Race, 
and took 'em for their Wives or Concubines, from 
whom the Progeny of Grants came. 'Thus more 
modern Vyiters teſtify, that incorporeal Spirits and 
Dæmons of all Ranks and Qualities, both good and 
bad, have been enflamed with ardent Paſſions for 
ſome Mortal Virgin. Which is no falſe or vain O- 
pinion, as the incredulous Part of Men would fain 
inſinuate, but a known Truth, confirm'd by many 
Experiences. 

Indeed, ſo admirable is the Figure, Voice, and 
Alien of a fair Woman, that he is wilfully blind, 
who does not ſee, whatſoever Beauties the whole 
World is capable of, concenter'd in that-Sex. And 
for this Reaſon "tis, that not only Man, with Angels, 
Dæ mont, Genii, Satyrs, and the whole Series of 
Rational Beings, admire a fair Woman; but alſo the 
very Brutes are ſtruck with a profound Amazement 
at her Sight: With Sighs and filent Vows the Ani- 
mal Generations pay Homage to her, and adore the 
ſtately Idol. Every Thing in Nature is enamour'd, 
and lies proſtrate at her Feet: She alone commands 
the Univer/e. 

Yet after all, my Brother, they have their dark 
Side too, like the reſt of mixed Beings. They are 
the Frontier Paſſes of the World above, and that be- 
low ; the Gates of Life and Death, the very Ave- 
nues to Heaven or Hell, according as they are us'd. 
Like Fire they'll warm and refreſh a Man, if he 
keep at a due Diſtance ; but if he approach too near, 
they'll fcorch and bliſter him, if not conſume him 
quite, 
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quite, Or, like that other Element of Water, 
they're very good and ſerviceable, whilſt kept within 
their Bounds; but let them once break down the 
Banks of Modeſty, they'll threaten all with Ruin, 
In a word, 'tis neither ſafe to vex em in the leaſt, 
or humour 'em too much. The Exceſs of Fondneſs, 
as well as the Defect of natural Love, may equally 
undo us. Prudent Generoſity is the only Method 
of making ourſelves happy in the Enjoyment of this 
Sex. 

Dear Peſteli, let us reverence ourſelves, and then 
we cannot fail of due Reſpe&t from our W7wves and 
Concubines. Tor they love a Man that's truly maſcu- 
line and brave. 


Paris, the 15th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


LET T'E-R-AIV; 
To the ſame. 


Is Tas I'd finiſh'd other Letter, I was alarm“ 


afreſh with new Diſcoveries of Solyman's Trea- © 


chery. That barbarous Dag is certainly an Imp of 


Hell, a Devil in human Fleſh ; an adventitious Plant, 
pluck'd from the dreary Banks of Phlzgethin, or Cs. 
cytus, and engrafted in our noble Stock, on purpoſe 
to ruin and deſtroy us. The whole Tr:be is bound to 
curſe him with immortal Execrations. He induttri- 
ouſly ſeeks and ſtudies all Occaſions to do miſchief. 
His Veins ſure ſtream with fierceſt Venoms, rather 
than with human Blood. The Poiſon of Drager: 
and Apps is under his Tongue, and the Gall of Croce 
diles within his Lips. His Lungs breathe nothing but 
infernal Smokes ; the Spirit Negider times the 8/0 
and Di2/tole of his Heart; and his whole Body 7 a 
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Den of Fiends, as foul and black, as thoſe which 
guard the Throne of the great Prince of Darkneſs. 

I could have eaſily forgiven his ſly malicious At- 
= tempts upon my Life and Honour, his interloping 
Tricks and Plots, his Calumnies and Slanders, with 
all the Train of his perfidious Actions: But that he 


*Z ſhould abuſe the virtuous Fatima, Daughter to our 


Uncle U/ph, is an Injury I can't put up, or pardon, 
That innocent Lady ne'er deſerv'd ſuch cruel, un- 
+ manly Uſage at his Hands, The Dregs of a thouſand 
bitter Curſcs be his Poticn to drink in Hell, unleſs he 
© repent of this prodigious Baſeneſs, and make honour- 


= able Satisfaction. 


Thou wilt wonder, perhaps, what is Solyman's 
Crime, that fills me with ſuch implacable Reſent- 
ments. Know then, that Fatima's Huſband being 


call'd to the Grand Signior's Service in the Vars of 
=E Dalmatia, and for that Reaſon forced to tarry from 
her above theſe fourteen Moons, ſhe entruſted Solyman 


with an Affair of grand Importance, a Matter which 
concern'd her Life, Honour, and Welfare in the 
World. It ſeems ſhe had a Quarrel with an old Gre- 
3 cian Hag, who ſought to proſtitute her to the Great 
Cadi of Smyrna, where ſhe lives. This Grande 
had by a ſtrange Accident ſeen Fatima in a Bath, fre- 
quented only by Women of Quality, However, 
through ſome Neglect of the Servants, he was not 
ſpy'd himſelf, but went away deeply in Love. That 


Faſſion, thou knoweſt, makes every body reſtleſs, 


that is tormented with it. He knew not how to 


eaſe himſelf, but by communicating his Thoughts 


to the forementioned Grecian Widow, whom he had 


7 oſten made the Confident of his Amours. The 
& thorough-pac'd Bawd ſoon promis'd him Relief, 
and that ſhe would accompliſh his Deſires. How- 


ever, ſhe faild, and found herſelf miſtaken, when 
ſhe came to tempt the inviolate Chaſtity of Fatima : 
For all her glittering Promiſes, her ſofteſt Rhetorick 
could never corrupt a Heart eſtabliſhed firm in 
Virtue. 

Mad 
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Mad at her Repulſe, ſhe ſtudies how to be ee. 
veng'd, conceiving it not impoſſible to bring her De. 
ſigns about by Violence, ſince fair Perſuaſions would 
not do. She frames a formal Accuſation again{ 
Fatima beſore the Cadi, taxing her with Wrtcheraf 
and other Crimes upon Oath. The Cadi having 
learned his Leſſon, would not hear the Cauſe in open 
Divan; but pretending Indiſpoſition of Body, caused 
her to be brought before him in his private Bed. 
Chamber. The Greek had ready by her ſeveral 
ſuborn'd Witneſſes, to depoſe moſt horrid Thing 
againſt the innocent Woman. When the Cad: pro- 


feſſing an entire ReſpeR to Fatima's Huſband, ſeemd 


to take Pity on her Circumſtances, and way'd the 
farther Proſecution of the Cauſe till another Time, 


keeping Fatima Priſoner in the mean while in hs Ke 


own Palace. 


All this was manag'd fo privately, that no body in | 2 


the Town took notice of it, ſave an Acquaintance ot 


two of the Grecian Widow's, and Sohman our wort 


Couſin, who happen'd to be at Smyrna in this very 
Juncture among his other Rambles. 
Perſons in trouble are willing to fly for Reſuge 


to any Friend, deſiring their Aſſiſtance. Fatina 1 


all in Tears at ſuch an unexpected Change of ber 


Condition, had Leiſure and Opportunity to ſpeak 4 A 


to So/yman, conjuring him to go to certain inti- 


mate Friends of our Family, living in Aleppo, and = 


tel] them her Circumſtances. Injtead of this, the 


faithleſs Villain goes to her Huſband's Friends 


at Tripoli, telling them the utmoſt ſhameful and 
ſcandalous Things of Fatima his Malice could in- 


vent; and that by her lewd Courſes ſhe had wel. 
nigh ruin'd her Huſband ; producing at the fam: 


time forged Bill, and Letters as from him, where- 
by he rais'd a thouſand Zeguins, with which the 
perjur'd Viilgin's gone no body knows whither, to 
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make his broken Fortunes once again, and lay a 27 


Foundation for new Cheats. Whiltt the poor 1:jar'd 


Fatima is forced to bear the Reproach aud Infamy oi Wl 
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Things whereof ſhe ne'er was guilty. But Time, I 
hope, will clear her Innocence, and bring that curſed 


ft agabond to Shame. 


I counſell'd him indeed long ago to travel, and ſee 


the various Regions of the Earth: But I ne er advis'd 
him to load his So in ſuch long Voyages with the 


Guilt of baſe Ingratitude, barbarous Malice, Perfidy, 
and other Vices of the blackeſt Hue. The ſmaller 


Frailties, Stains, and Blemiſhes of Human Life, are 
too great a Burden for a generous Heart to bear with- 
put Complaints and Sighs, He that has but a Spark 


of Virtue in him, bluſhes for every Peccadill he 
rommits. If tempted by good Company, or in 


9%, 5 


popes to baniſh melancholy Thoughts, he indulge 
Himſelf a larger Draught of Wine than what is ordi- 
ary, and ſo inſenſibly boil up his Blood to irregular 


eight, and Superfluities, he is all this while no 


Z@ody's Foe but his own; he plots no Miſchief againſt 
"@Þis Friend, Relation, harmleſs Neighbour, or Ac- 
XK uaintance. All the Enmity he ſhews is to himſelf, 
nd in his Cups he is not aware of that. For which 
Reaſon afterwards to expiate the criminal Advances 


e made to Self-Murder, he willingly ſcums off the 


"XE&- offer Ebullition of its heated Veins in penitent 
XV eeping : A Flood of Tears uns from his Eyes, 
Nike generous Libations at the Foot of the Altar, to 
Facify the Wrath of God; whilſt the lighter Part 


vaporates in pious Sighs and Vows. Thus this Pol- 


Wution vaniſhes like Smoke, and he is ſoon made clean 
gain. And ſo in other Vices 'tis the ſame with Men 
iſpos'd to Virtue : They endeavour to root out the 
vil Habits they are accuſtomed to: They try all 


Ways and Stratagems to reform themſelves, But 


mv icked Men, by Inclination, fin on without Remorſe: 
bey never ſtudy to retrench the Evils they commit: 


WW ver propenſe to Vice, they chuſe its Ways, and court 


e Opportunities of doing impious Things. They're 

ratively unjuſt, and cannot live at Eaſe without pre— 

neditated Crimes; It is their Element to be project- 

= Miſchief: And ſuch a one is Sohman our Couſin. 
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God inſpire him with more grateful Sentiments 
towards his Friends, more Natural and AﬀeQtionate tg 
thoſe of his Blood, and a more juſt Deportment to all 
Men: Or elſe he may be like Cain, who for murder. 
ing his Brother was condemn'd to be a Vagabond on 
Earth; and like Zeuli Bazar the Perſian, who falſly 
accus'd Hoſain the Prophet, and for that Reaſon was 
troubled with a Palh in his Head as long as he liy'd, 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 8 


L652); 
To the Mufti's Vicar, 


Sent an Account to the Porte of the Death of the 
late Rumbeg, or Pope, who is the great Patriarch 
of the Na arenen. Now the Cardinals have choſen 
another to ſucceed him, whom they call Cement IX, 
a Man of a great Character for Learning and Piety, 
and one from whom the Franks expect glorious Things 
to be done for the Publick Good of Chriſtendom. 
Theſe Popes ſeem to inherit the Authority and Ho- 
nour of the Ancient Pontiſex Maximus, or High- 
Prieſt of the Romans in the Time of Pagani/m. 
Nay, they aſſume a far more ample and uncon- 
troulable Power. For thoſe Gentile Prelates always 
ſubmitted to the Imperial Authority, from which 
they received Protection and Maintenance. But 
theſe Chriſtian Fathers acknowledge no Superior on 
Earth. Kings and Emperors do Homage to them, 
and perform the meaneſt Services; as to hold 
the Bahn whilſt the Pope waſhes his Hands; to 
hold the Srirrup whilſt he mounts or alights from ü 
off his Male. Sometimes Great Princes lead his 
Horſe by the Bridle ; whilſt at another Seaſon they 
carry him on their Shoulders. Tis recorded, that wy 
| Euments 
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| © Fumenes, King of Pergamus, came to Rome, and pul- 
| ling off his Turbant, humbly laid it on the Ground 
before the Senate, confeſſing he receiv'd his Liberty 
| from them. And Prufius, King of Bithynia, us'd to 
| © ſtile himſelf the Roman Senate's Slave, and bow 
| down to the Earth before them. But this is nothing 
| to the Reverence which greateſt Monarchs pay the 
Pope, when crawling on their Hands and Knees, they 
> kiſs the Sandal on his Foot. 

” He can make and depoſe Kings at Pleaſure, abſolve 
Subjects from their Allegiance, bind and remit Sins, 
open and ſhut the Gates of Paradiſe, Purgatory, and 
Hell, or at leaſt he endeavours to make the World 

believe ſo. 
lle has Seventy Cardinal for his Aſſiſtants and 
Counſellors, all equal to Princes : A Hundred and 
Thirty A4rchbifbops under his Obedience: A Thou- 
fund and Seventeen Bi/hop:s: A Hundred and Forty 
Four Thouſand Monaſteries and Religious Houles ; 
Three Hundred Thouſand Pariſhes obeying his Will, 
and yielding Homage to him. So that if he were 
reſolv'd to carry on ſome laſting Var, he need only lay 
Jan Impoſt of Six Crowns a Year on every Monaſtery, 
and Fifty Two on every Pariſh, and it would amount 
to Sixteen Millions of Crowns yearly Income. And 
if out of every Monaſtery he choſe out Ten Men, he 

| 


* 
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wou'd have an Army of Fourtcen Hundred and 


Forty Thouſand Men. Which is more than any Po- 


. tentate in the World can do beſide. 

Ss Thou wilt ſay, Tis a Wonder then he does not 
j WP ut this in Practice, and fo wage Var with the Grand 
t FCignior, who has fleec'd him of many flouriſhing 
n ountries formerly under his Obedience. 

% O Sacred Oracle of the Maſſulmans, God has tied 
d p his Hand; he cannot do it. Theſe are but empty 


0 | | peculations, impracticable Projects, fantaſtick C- 
erat. The mighty Train of his Archbiſbops, Biſhops, 
EF #4/-Prizfts, with Feſuits, Monks and Friars, though 


8 
euer ſo willing to obey his Orders in ſuch a Caſe, 
t et cannot ſtir a Foot without the Leave of their 


D 2 reſpective 
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reſpective Sovereigns. For they're diſpers'd through 


divers Kingdoms, States, and Principalities, where 


they are ſubject to the Laws and Government in 
Force. So that unleſs he cou'd unite the Hearts of all 
the Chriſtian Princes one with another, and with his 
own, to undertake ſo grand an Expedition, it is im- 
poſſible ever to effect his Will. Each Nation has an 
Interelt of its own to purſue, which makes 'em deaf 
to ſuch Propoſals as may embarraſs, if not ruin 
them. No Peter of the Deſart, rambling up and 
down from Court to Court, with his Religious Ha- 
rangue, will e'er again prevail to raiſe another Cu 
fade: That Zeal is out of Faſhion now in Chriſter. 
dom. Kings in theſe later Ages, have not half the 
Attach and Veneration for the Pope they had in for- 
mer Limes. When Pope Boniface VIII claimed a 
Temporal juriſdiction in France, Philip the Tai, 
being then King, ſent him this ſhort Anſwer ; Lt 
thy Great Sottiſhneſs know, that in Temporals wwe art 
ſubject to none but God alone. And a French Ambaſſadr 
at Rome, ſpeaking ſomething boldly to the Pope, the 
Prelate reproach'd him, That his Father was burnt fir 
4 Heretick; whereupon the Ambaſſador gave him ſuch 
a Box o' th' Ear, that he fell down as dead. But i: 
was a tart Meſſage indeed, which the Eaſtern Biß 
ſent to Pope John III, who claim'd an Univerla 
Authority over all the Churches in the World. For 
ſay they, We firmly believe thy Abſolute Authority over 
thy own Subjefts ; but we who are not ſubjj ect to tht, 
cannot bear thy Pride, nor are we able to ſatiate u) 
Awarice. The Devil be with thee, and God with u,. 

In a word, all Denmark, Swedeland, Norway, Hi. 
land, England, Scotland, Geneva, Ireland, half the En- 
pire, and half Swi/erland, are fallen off from their C- 


bedience to the Pope within theſe TwoHundred Years. 


And thoſe Kingdoms and States which yet continue 
under the Yoke, are ready to ſhake it off at ever) 


Turn, when they are never ſo little gaul'd and vex'd, 


France, Spain, and Venice often huff the Pope into Con: 


Pliance with their Demands, Nor dares he to * 'S 
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but winks and puts up all, like an old decrepit Fa- 


ther, for whom his Sons are grown too ſtrong. 
Holy Succeſſor of the Prophet and Meſſenger of God ; 
thou art th' /nfallible Interpreter of the Law, and Fudge 


of Equity, yet doſt not arrogate a Power above thy 


Commiſſion. The Grand Signior honours thy Wiſdom 

and Sanctity; and thou obey'it with humble Submiſſi- 

on to the Imperial Edits. He is thy Lord, and thou 

his Guide and Tutor in the Way to Paradiſe. May God 

increaſe thy Illuminations with thy Years, and inſpire 

me and all the True Faithful with ſincere Loyalty to 
our Sovereign, and devout Obedience to thee, without 
the leaſt Allay of Treachery or Superſtition. 


Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


LETTER XVI. 


; 
7% Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew at 
| Vienna, 


4 N OW thou ſeeſt I am a truer Prophet than 


thy New Maſias, that Impoſtor Sabbati Sevi: 


And yet, though I'm ſo in effect, I do not aſpire at 
the Title. I claim no Character above that of a 
Mortal, who has not quite forfeited his Senſe and 
> Reaſon. However, if thou wilt yet retain ſome 


Veneration for his Perſon, ſhew it by imitating his 


Example, and embrace the Muſul/man Faith as he 
has done: At leaſt he outwardly proſeſſes it; and had 
the Honour to do ſo firſt in Preſence of the Sultan. 
know not whether thou haſt heard of this or no: 
Thy Brethren perhaps may be unwilling to diſperſe 
the News of a Converfion bringing ſo much Infamy 


to all your Race. Tis poſſibſe they are aſham'd to 
own or publiſh to the World, the Tidings of their 


3 own 


| 
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own egregious Folly, in giving up their Faith to ſuch 
a Cheat as this; a Cheat as one would think grown 
ſtale and fetid enough, to make a Man that had the 
imalleſt Grain of Senſe recoil, conſidering how oft 
your Fathers have been bubbled before by ſuch upſtart 
Maſſias's, ſuch ſpurious Prophets as this. 

I commend the Wit of Sabbati Sevi, in that he 
would not ſtand the Brunt of the Grand Signior's Ar- 
chers, or by a vain Preſumption hope for Miracles 


from Heaven to ſkreen his naked Body from a Shower 


of fatal Shafts. Had he been ſo raſh, I ſhould eſteem 
him the greateſt Miracle of Stupidity that e'er was 
extant on the Earth. If thou haſt not been yet in- 
form'd of theſe Paſſages, Fame will quickly bring 
them to thy Ears, and then my Letter will not ſeem 
obſcure. In the mean time, aſſure thyſelf, he deny'd 
his Apoſtleſpip to ſave his Life, and this before the 
Grand Signior, with the chief Grandees of the Court : 
where at the ſame time he confels'd One God, and 
Mahomet his Meſſenger. If thou art his Diſc iple 
therefore thou oughteſt to be ſtedfaſt, and tread in 
his Steps, giving Glory to the Eternal One, who has 
ſent Prophets into all Nations, to lead Men in the right 
Way, as he ſent Maſes to the Houſe of /f-ae/. 

Nathan, ſuffer no narrow Principles, no partial Pre- 
judices to ſhut up thy Soul from the bright Splendors 
of Immortal Truth which ſhine on every Man. 'The 
Light of Heaven is not confin'd to one particular 
Lineage. "Tis copious, large, and infinite; ſpreading 
abroad its Univerſal Rays, enlightning all the Families 
and Nations on Earth. 

"Tis true, I grant, the Omnipotent firſt ſent Moſes 
with the Written Law to the Poſterity of 1/aac. Had 
they obey'd the Sacred Inſtitution, tis poſſible your 
Race had now been bleſs'd above the reſt of Men. 
Perhaps your Fathers would have ſtretch'd their Con- 
gueſts far and wide to the utmoſt Limbs of the Land; 
from India to the Weſtern Shores of A/rich, and from 
the remote Borders of the South to Nowa Zembla in 
the Arctic Circle. Then deyout Princes would have 


travell'd 
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travell'd from the Four Angles of the World, and made 
long Pilgrimages to Jeruſalem, there to perform their 
F'ervs, and offer Sacrifices to the King of Heawen. 

But, alas! your Anceſtors turn'd Infide/s and Idolaters 
even at the very Foot of Mount Sinaz, whilſt the 


* tremendous Echoes of the Thunders yet were in their 


Ears. They made themſelves a Ca/F of Gold, and 


ador'd the Ido of their own Workmanſhip. So did 
their Children worſhip Adonis, Fenus, Diana, and 
almoſt all the Rabble of the Gentile Gods and Goddeſſes. 
For which Reaſon, the Wrath of Heawen was kind- 
led againſt that Generation: God ro:z'd the mighty 


* Monarchs of the Faf? to take upArms, and puniſh ſuch 
a Wicked Race of Men. How oft was fair Feruſalem 


ſack'd, and all the Fews deſtroy'd or carried away 
Captives by Perfians, Medes, Afſyrians, or the Kings of 


Babylon? How many Prophets were ſent to tell them 


| : of their Errors, and reclaim them ? But the obdurate 


Sons of Jacob Ropp'd their Ears, being reſolutely 
bent on Wickedneſs; the Meaſure of which being 
once compleat, Fate ſign'd the Edid of your utter 
Ruin. For then came Je the Son of Mazy, the 
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True Meffas, who foretold the irrecoverable Cataſtro- 


phe of Feruſalem, which came to paſs accordingly in 
that very Age, when the Victorious Roman Army laid 
it all in Aſhes, not ſo much as ſparing the Glorious 
Temple of Solomon. Ever ſince which, the Fews have 
been diſperſed abroad through all the Earth. Each 
Nation, City, or Province where ye live, account ye 
Execrable Fugitives and Vagabonds. 

In the mean while the Fame of Fe/us ſpread abroad 


bis heavenly Doctrine, perfect Life, and mighty 


Miracles, ſubdu'd the Hearts of Men, Chriflianity 


> took Root i' th' World: It grew and branch'd itſelf 


4 throughout the Continent. The Roman and the Gre- 
= cian Empires tamely fat down under the Church's 
Shade within three Hundred Years ; and quickly 


after, other Nations fled unto the /acred Shelter. But 
in Proceſs of Time, this Religion alſo, like to your's, 
D 4 degenerated 
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degenerated into Error, Superſtition, and Idolatry. 
And then God rais'd up Mahomet, our Holy Law:-giver, 
He ſent him down the Book of Glory by the Hand of 
Gabriel; and commanded him to teach it to the Va 
of Iſmael firſt, and then to all Men that were willing 
to embrace the Undefled Faith: But to chaſtiſe with 
Fire and Sword the /»fide/s who ſhould oppoſe his 
Mifjion, and reſiſt the Truth, 

How ſoon the Mu//u/man Law took place, and 
gained Ground in Arabia, Perfia, Syria, and the ad- 
jacent Regions of the Eat? Nothing was able to ſtand 
before the Warlike Troops of True Believers. How 


bold and matchleſs were the Actions of the Valiant 


Hali? How wiſe the Counſels of Sage Omar, and 
Abu Bacre? How eloquent and forcible the Word; 
of the Chaſte and Generous Oſinan? The Prophet was 
happy in the Company of all the Holy Caliphs : They 
fought and conquered all before them. 

Whenever the Heavenly Banner was diſplay'd, 
Trembling and Horror ſeiz'd the Infide/s. Showers 
of ſucceſsful Arrows flrait were fent, againſt which 


the Uncircumciſed could not ſtand; much leſs could 


they ſuſtain the near Approach, and dreadful Shock 
of our Invincible Cavalry. Their faint Batallions 
quickly ſhrunk, and poſted from the Field; whilſt 
ours, unmindful of the Spoil, purſued the Chace, 
and ſtrewed the Ground with ſlaughtered Carcaſes of 
flying Miſcreants. Conqueſt attended the True Fai!) 


ful, whenever they drew their Swords. Thus fer 


above theſe Thouland Years has Religion made its 
fortunate Advances on the Earth: And if another 
Law ſhould be revealed, and ſome new Prophet riſe 
to check the farther Growth of Mu/ulman Faith, and 
undermine the Empire of the Faithful ; we ought not 
to reflect on Mahomet for this, as though he were an 
Impicus Seducer, any more than we do on Moſes for 
your Calamities ; or on Jeſus the Son of Mary, for 
the declining State of Chriſtendom. 
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Tiis not impoſlible, but that the Omnipotent may 

have hidden Reſerves of Precept, yet to be divulged. 
f He has had his various Methods and Diſpenſations 
a in all Ages and Parts of the World: Neither is it fit 
for Mortal Man to limit the Eternal One, or ſet him 
Rules. His Methods are to us incomprehenſible. 
, He ſent Moſes, a Man bred up in all the Sciences 

and Wiſdom of the Egyptians. To FJeſus he commit- 
ted his hidden Power and Knowledge; and the 4A. 
© poſiles ſpake all Languages. But Mahomet could nei- 
ther write nor read, and yet thou ſeeſt his Law has 
proſelyted many mighty Kingdoms, States, and Em- 
* fires, Who knows, but that in future Times he will 
convert the Apoſtate World by ſome Dumb Perſon, 
Who can neither hear nor ſpeak ? Or by ſome blind 
Man, who could never ſee? Or it is not impoſſible, 
but that he may employ ſome Maid of admirable 
> Beauty, Gifts, and Learning in the Myferious Work. 
So were the S7byls of old inſpir'd with facred Wiſdom 
and Foreknowledge of Things to come. All fill'd 
with inward Blaſts of ſome Immortal Wind, the preg- 
» nant Firgins ſoon conceived deep Myſteries of Fate, 
= which they writ down on Leaves of Trees: For they 
were Eremits, and Ten in Number, as Ancient 
* Records ſay. One of them liv'd at Cuma in Htaly, 
where her Cave is ſhewn to Travellers at this Day. 
=> They foretold what ſhould happen in After. times, 
= particularly the Birth of Fe/us the Son of Mary: . 
But they never ſaid a Word of Sabbati Sevi, or of 
; = any other Meſias, to come after the Firſt. Theſe 
* Holy Maids were had in great Veneration by the Gen- 
Lis, who gather'd up the ſcatter'd Leaves whereon 
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| they writ their Prophecies, and tranſcrib'd them care- 
t fully on Paper, that ſo the ſacred Memoirs might be 
deliver'd ſafe down to Pofterity. 
, 3 By what I have ſaid, Nathan, thou may'ſt perceive 
. that I aim at nothing elſe, but to wean thee from the 
"XX ſuperſtitious, fond Conceit of your Nation, and to 
| make thee ſenſible, That though God once favoured 
the Ze with Oracles of Light and Reaſon, yet they 
- D 5 have 
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have for many Ages forfeited this Privilege. Since 
which, he gave the Gofpe/ to Jeſus the Son of Mazy, 
the Alcoran to Mahomet, and at all Times has ſent 
Meſſengers and Prophets to every Nation and People 


on Earth. 


There are no partial Biaſſes in the Divinity which 
made the Worlds. He is an inexhauſtible 4by/5 of 
Love, of Light, and Life ; where every Creature drinks 
its Fill of Natural Happineſs, according to the different 
Ranks, Capacities, and Deſires of Things. He wei; 
the Sun with an Immortal Rabe of Light, the Train of 
which is Born up by the Moon and Stars. 

When Phebus is upon the Wing by Day, bis Gar. 
ment covers all the Sky; the Golden Fringes of it 


- dangle to the Globe, and trail along in the miry Soil, 


yet never gather the leaſt Speck of Dirt: They are 
dipped and plunged in Rivers, Lakes, and Seas, with- 
out being wet : and yet they drink up all the Ocean 
by ſucceſſive Draughts. This lower World rejoices 
in the glittering Shew ; the Elements with every 
Being compounded of them, baſe in the welcome 
Rays. S0 do the Planets above, who take a ſin- 
gular Pleaſure to e ſome Part of the 1uftricui 
Dreſs about them. They wrap themſelves ha/f up 
in borrowed Light, and then, like Weſtern Frank, 
they foot it to and fro in their beloved Walks 
above, giving the neceſſary Salutes and Conge's to 
each other en Paſſant, and to the Sedentary Sign: 
and fixed Stars, to ſee if any of them mind their 
Courtly Garb and Mien: For they are the Sun's De- 
meſtic Pages, the Favourites of his Serail. At other 


Seaſons they ſtand ſtill, perhaps to gaze upon them- 


ſelves, in Contemplation of the Majeſtick Figure 
they make. 

So have I ſeen a proud conceited Span; Trum- 
peter, after he had blown a Lewet pretty well, lay 


down the Silver Inſtrument with a diſdainful Gra- 


vity. His Cheeks all ſwoln with inclos'd Air, and 
Soul puffed up with Arrogance, he ſtruts and curls 


his black flache. Then with big Looks, furveys 
himſelf | 
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© himſelf from Head to Foot; caſting an Eye of Scorn 
upon the ſilent Tube, conſcious that he alone can 


make it ſound ſo well. ; 
Thou wilt ſay, I wander in my Diſcourſe as much 
as thoſe Heawenly Bodies J am ſpeaking of "Ts true, 


Nathan, our Thoughts are free, and not confin'd to 
© Rules and Forms: We eaſily ſlip from one Imaginati- 
on to another. And ſince I have made this Planetary 
Digreſſion, ſufler me now, like them, to run retro- 
grade, and come to the Point from which I rov'd. 
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Doubtleſs, each individual Being is fill'd with its 


” E/ential Bliſs. The Fire has its Specifick Happineſs 
ſo has the Air, the Water, and the Earth, with all 
the living Generations on it. And when the N 


High diſtributed the Sons of Human Race through all 
the various Climates, Zones, and Provinces, he fur- 


niſhed every Region of the Globe with Gifts and 


Products, Riches and Delights, agreeable to the In- 
= habitants ; with this Proviſo, that they ſhould live in 
Innocence, Juſtice, and according to Reaſon. From 
which Eternal Law, if any People ſwerv'd, they 
=X ſhould forfeit their Privileges, and be ſubdu'd, if not 
= extirpated, by ſome more virtuous Nation. 


From hence ſprung all the Revolutions of Mighty 


= Kingdoms and Empires; one ſucceſſively ſupplanting 
another to this Day. And the Sins of your Nation 
being greater it ſeems, than thoſe of any other, God 
bas diſperſs'd you over all the Earth, without ſuffer- 
ing you to inherit or poſſeſs a Foot of Ground. 


If ever therefore Fate deſigns to reſtore the Jeu 


== again to the Holy Land, wherein their Fathers liv'd ; 

never expect it, till your erroneous Minds and vicious 
X Manners are reform'd. For Paliſtine was never ſeated 
10 deliciouſly for bloody Zealots, Hypocrites, and 
= cruel Uſurers to enjoy. | 


Paris, 2d of the 11th Maon, 
of the Year 1667. 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Dgnet Oplou. 


ARIA's a Quean, a Jilt; and I am once more 

cur'd of my Dotage. There is no Truſt in 
Woman's Beauty, Faith, or Wit: They are deceit- 
ful as the Fruit of 4þhaltites : They are perfect Riad! 
and Paradoxes, and have more unlucky Tricks than 
croſs-grain'd Elves or Fairies, When a Man, over- 
heated by his amorous Paſſion, thinks to embrace a 
Goddeſs, he meets with Ixion's Fate, and only hugs a 
gaudy Cloud or Meteor. 

I will not make thee ſick with a particular Re. 
hearſal of my ſecond Folly, in being ſo fond of one 
who had betray'd me formerly. f will not repeat 
the vain Addreſſes I made, the kind obliging Things 
J ſpoke, nor her deceitful Anſwers. I will not tell 
thee how ſhe drill'd me on into her Snares, and led 
me Captive in an amorous Circle. Content thyſelf 
to know, that I have been Twice her Call; and if 
ever I am the Third Time, *twill be my own Fault, 
as the Lalian ſays. No, my Degnet, I have done 
with that Fa//e Sex. Henceforth for ever I abjure all 


amorous Regards of Woman, I will ſhun them, as 


I would a Peſtilence, I will either ſhut my Eyes, or 
turn them another Way at leaſt, whenever I meet a 
Female. I will not think of them, but with Diſdain 


and Hatred. Finally, I am off from them to all 


Intents and Purpoſes, 

However, as the Arabian Proverb ſays, That Wind 
blows from an unlucky Point of the Compaſs, which arafli 
no good to Somebody; ſo from Daria's falſe and feigned 
Smiles, I reap ſome Benefit. I have learn'd a Secret, 


which has rid my Spirit of a Thouſand Cares, Diſ- 


quiets and Agonies. 
In the Year 1664, of the Chriſtian Hegira, ſent 
| | 9 a Letter 
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a Letter to the noble Kerker Haſſan Baſſa, our Coun- 
tryman; wherein I inform'd him of an Aſſaſſin made 

upon me in the dark, as I was going to my Lodg- 

ings, and how I kill'd the Ruffan that attempted on 

my Life. I told that generous Grandte all my Jea- 
louſies and Conjectures on that Subject; how 1 
ſuſpected ſome of my Enemies at the Porte to have 

a Hand in the Deſign; or elſe that my Sicilian 
Mater was concern'd in it. I knew not well what 

to conclude. But now I am ſatisfied 'twas Daria's 

$ > Huſband, who reſenting deeply my former Amour 
1 with her, which ſhe * to me at large, could 
never be at reſt till he ſaw Paris, where he deſign'd 

2 to be the Executioner of his own Revenge, and lay 
2 in wait accordingly for my late returning home: For 
he was not ignorant of my Lodging. His Wife 
knew nothing of his Deſign, he 2 pretended 
e other Buſineſs at the City. And 'twas from acciden- 
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tal Words in her Diſcourſe, that I collected this great 
Secret. For when I aſk'd her of her Huſband's 
Health, ſhe told me, he was kill'd at ſuch a Time 
by Night, in an Alley of Paris, by whom ſhe never 
yet could learn. But I ſtrait bluſh'd with Conſciouſ- 
gneſs, and took the Hint. I dropp'd ſome neceſſary, 
= careleſs Queries by degrees: And all her Anſwers ſtill 
confirm'd me, as to Time and Place, with other Cir- 


cumſtances, that he muſt be the Man I murther'd in 
my Defence ſo long ago. 


I kept this Secret lock'd up in my Breaſt ; nor could 


muy doting Fondneſs melt me into ſuch a ſoft and eaſy 
= Temper, as to betray myſelf to her. But I took inward 
© Pleaſure at the Thoughts of my Deliverance from 
that ſudden violent Death, and from my After-Cares 
and Fears by this Diſcovery. Henceforward I'll ſuſ- 
=x pect no Mauſulman, tho my Enemy: Nor ſhall I be 
ſo fearful of my Sicilian Maſter : No panick Terrors 
& ſhall confine me to my Chamber, and make me ſpend 
my Days in hers bg conſuming Melancholy. I will 


not be ſurpriz'd when Strangers knock at the Gate, or 


when I hear the bluſtring Voices of the Pariſh Of- 


ficers 
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ficers below, or the Collectors of the King's Reve. 
nues. Yet theſe before were dreadful as the Sullan'; 


 Htteſcheriff,, or Fatal Warrant, when he demands a 


Baſja's Head; ſo forcible is Jealouſy and ſuſpended 
Thoughtſulneſs ; ſo black the Influence even of mil. 
grounded Apprehenſion, and miſtaken Guilt. 

My Dgęnet, this mortal Life is a dark Labyrinth of 
croſs Events, Bewilder'd Man gropes up and down ; 
he often trips and ſtumbles at Contingencies ; he 
ſtrays about in thorny rugged Paths, not knowing 
where he is, or which way to turn himſelf, Some. 
times an Inis Fatuus, with its deceitful Light, mil. 

uides him in miry Places, Fens, and Bogs, where 
be is in danger of being ſwallow'd up; or leads him 
to the Brink of an high Precipice, where if he ad- 
vance but one Step more, he is gone beyond Recovery ; 
he falls and daſhes himſelf to pieces on under growing 
Rocks. 
Reaſon is the only Clue that can conduct us ſaſe 


through all the Windings of the perilous Mare. 


Heawen grant that thou and I may never let go our 


Hold of this ſo neceſſary Faculty, until he has con- 


ducted us ſafe to Paradiſe. 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Mom, 
of the Year 1667. 


LET TER XVIII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


AST Year I gave thee an Account of the Birth of 

a young Princeſi of France. Now I ſhall inform 

thee, that ſhe was baptiz'd on the 21ſt of this Jn. 
Baptiſm with the Nazarenes is equivalent to our C. 


cumcifion 3 nay, tis ſomething more Divine, if we maß 


believe them: They call it the Sacrament of Initiatton, 


the Firſi Myery of Chriſtian Faith. But when 2 2 
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ply'd to Children of Royal Extraction, the Sons or 

aughters of Kings, it looks more hke a Ceremony of 
Frate, than a My/tery of Religion. However, be it 
What it will, 'tis perform'd with abundance of Pomp 
and Magnificence. And at this Ceremony it is that 


ery Chriſtian receives his Name, which is given by 
e Godfathers and Godmothers, that is, Perſons who 
Rand Sureties for the Child's Education in the Chriſtian 


Religion. This Prince/s was nam'd Maria Thereſa by 


the Ducheſs Dowager of Orleans, and by the Duke 


of Enguien 
On the ſame Day the Cardinal Duke of Vendoſme had 


Audience of the King and Queen, in Quality of Legale 


g Latere from the Pope. It ſeems the King of France 


had defired the Pope to ſtand Godfather to the Dauphin, 


Which the good Prelate accepting, ſent this Cardinal 
ms his Deputy and Repreſentative to perform the Charge. 

Je is to give the Dauphin his Name. In the mean 
While, he ſtands much upon Punctilic's, requires vaſt 
ReſpeCts and Submiſſions from the French Biſhops ; and 
@rries himſelf with as much State, as if he were a 


od, or an Angel; looking as big, as if he were the 
8 pcror of the Univerſe. And well he may, ſince 


during his Legation, he has as much Power as the Pope 


——Minſelf; that ſovereign Prelate having inveſted him 
With all his own Paternal full Authority; which he 
*Fould make the World believe, is greater than that 


& Earthly Kings and Emperors. And yet he ſtiles 
Wmmſelf the Servant of the Serwants of Gon. A fine 


—Mece of Eccleſiaſtical Hypocriſy ! the Ways of theſt 


$&-/idel/s are double. Their Practice runs counter to 


Peir Profeſſion: They would fain appear as Saints, 


; hen in effect they are little better than Devili. 
There has been a great Alteration lately made in 


gal, the Efates of that Nation having compell'd 
Peir King to renounce his Government, and confer it 


Don Pedro his Brother. The Spaniard laughs at 


E ais privately, open from their inteſtine Animoſities 
draw Occaſions o 


advancing his own Intereſt, and 
t recovering that Crown again. 
Accompliſh'd 
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Accompliſh'd Miniſter, there is nothing new under 
the Moon; but a perpetual Circle of the ſame Event. 
What we admire in this Age as a Novelty, has been 
acted o'er and o'er in former Times. Peace follow; 
War, and War treads cloſe upon the Heels of Peace, 
Faith, Perfidy, Sedition, Obedience, Virtue, and Vice, 
are the reciprocal Off-ſpring of each other. There, 
nothing fix'd or ſtable; but the World turns round 
upon Eternal Viciſſitudes. | 


Paris, the 30th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of” the Year 1668. 


LETT ER XI. 


Jo Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Pre ſident 
of the College of Sciences at Fez, 


1 Received thy invaluable Diſpateh, containing mar- 
vellous Things, Revelations of a ſublime Rank, 
Myſteries heretofore undiſcover'd : Yet I was not 
much ſurpriz d, having all along preſag'd ſome val 
Improvement of Learning from thy accompliſl's 
Spirit, O thou Terreſtrial Star of the Firſt Magnitud, 
Chief in the Conflell/ations of the South. 

Glory be to Gop, who from infinite Darknek 
ſtarted the Eternal bright Ideas of the Univerſe : and 
on the Womb of everlaſting Silence, begat the WORD 
by which he formed all Things. Doubtleſs, there 
is no Blemiſh in his Works; no Botches, Knobs, ot 
diſproportionable Unevenneſſes: The World's a per 
fect Beauty. 

Were Ptolemy alive, thy Syflem of the Heaven - 
would put him to the Bluſh: And cho Brahe would 
ſneak out of his Planetary Frame, by ſome wild and 
more than Eccentrick Motion, aſham'd that he hal 
been ſuch a Botcher in Aronomy. Copernicus kings 7 

Would 
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would ſink under the Burthen of the Moon, which the 
overloaded Earth would in revenge let fall upon him, 
For his unnatural Cruelty to his aged Mother, in bur- 
"thening her ſo long; and all the World would cele- 
brate thy Praiſe, who haſt thus happily reſcu'd Heaven 
and Earth from their Embarraſſments. 

> Thy Thoughts are high and elevated to the Heaven 


of Heavens; yet thy Humility ſtoops to the Centre of 


the Earth. But all Mankind would be obliged to thee 
»mfreſh, if thou wouldſt vouchſafe to take the middle 
Path, and ſurvey with thy accuſtomed Accuracy 
the Surface of this G/obe, whereon we Mortals 
read. Geography being already ſenſible of her elder 
Siſter's Happineſs in thy Correction and Amend- 
ments of the former Afronomick Schemes, languiſhes 
alſo for thy Superviſal of her own Defects and Ble- 


2miſhes. 


4 Thoſe that have meaſured the Earth, cannot agree 


ſtating her Circumference : And there were few 
In former Times who did believe the Antipodes. The 
Muſulmans of India do aſſert, that the Earth is ſup- 
Ported by eight mighty Elephants: And thoſe of 
Furhy ſay, it reſts upon the Horns of a great Bull. If 
Either of theſe Opinions were to be taken in the Literal 


Senſe, it would put the dulleſt Philo/opher to Subſanna- 


on, or at leaſt a Fit of Laughter. But doubtleſs 
hey are Allegories, under which are veil'd ſome true 
Ind natural Secrets. | 

However, let the Gabe reſt where it will, on Bulls, 
pr Bears, or Elephants, or Camels, Dromedaries, Horſes, 
Ir the Back of Atlas, as the Gentiles did affirm ; I 
Pould fain know, methinks, how large a Space of 
Fand we have to tread upon, and what Proportion is 


- lotted to the Sea. | 


is true, we have a common Notion of Four Quar- 
of dry Land; Alia, Africk, Europe, and America. 
Met this is quarrell'd at by thoſe of later Times, who 
d a Hb, which they call Magellanica, or the South- 
E unknown Earth. From immemorial Times, our 


0 lers were acquainted with the Three Firſt Divifions 
ul 


or 
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or Precincts of the G/obe : But the two laſt were but 
of late diſcover'd, ſince the Improvement of Navi 
gation, and the Invention of the Compaſs. 

There 1s a vulgar Tradition, every where in Vogue, 
that after Noah's Flood, A/ia fell to the Share of den 
and his Pofterity, Africk to Cham, and Europe to Ja. 
phet. Whether this be true or no, cannot be proy'd, 
but is wholly owing to Conjecture. However, this 
is certain, that if it were ſo, there have been mighty 
Changes in the Inheritances of Noah's Of-fpring, and 
Alterations of their ſeveral Limits: Inſomuch, as now 
they ſeem to be in part blended and mix'd together, 
or at leaſt ſhuffled from one to another. 

Thoſe who liv'd in the Middle Ages, made but Two 
Diviſions of the Globe, viz. Afia and Europe, And in 
this they alſo differ'd : For ſome made Africk only a 
Province, or Part of the latter, perſuading themſelves 
that they were antiently joined together, tho' after- 
wards ſeparated by a violent Irruption of the Atlantic 
Sea by the Streights of Gibraltar, which before was a 
narrow Jfthmus, or Neck of Land; but from the 
Time that Bank was waſhed away, the Mediterranean 
Sea derived its Origin. Others made 0 a Part of 
Afia, they being not abſolutely parted by any Sea; 


tho' ſome Egyptian Kings and Roman Emperors attempt- 


ed to make a Canal between the Mediterranean and 
Red Sea. 

A third Sort divided the known Part of the World 
into Afia, Europe, Africk, and Egypt: Whilſt a 
fourth plac'd Egypt to the Account of Aa, making 
the River Mile the Boundary between it and 4/rich. 
But this was incommodious, in regard it left that 
Part of Egypt on the Veſt of Nile to Africk. Such was 
the Confuſion of the ancient Greek and Roman Geo- 
graphers. 

As for America, it takes its Name from Americus 
Veſputius a Florentine, who made the ſecond Voyage 
to diſcover it. For it was firſt deſcry'd by Chri/topher 
Columbus, a Genoeſe, in the Year of the Chriſtian He- 
gira 1442, by the Order and at the Charge of Feras- 


nana, 
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nand, King of Arragon and Caſtile This Part of the 
- World is divided into two mighty Empires; the North- 
' ern, or that of Mexico; and the Southern, or that of 
Peru. 
Magellanica, or the Southern Unknown Land, de- 
' rives its Name ſrom Ferdinand Magellan, the firſt 
that e'er diſcover'd it; in the Year 1520, when he 
ſail'd quite round the G/obe. About Five and forty 
Years afterwards, Francis Drake, an Engliſhman, 
- touch'd upon the ſame Coaſts; and twelve Years 
after him, Thomas Candiſb, one of his Countrymen. 
: Likewiſe Oliver van Noord, a Hollander, undertook 
the ſame Voyage. But none made ſuch Advances in 
this new Diſcovery, as a certain Spaniard, call'd 
Ferdinand de Quier. 
* Gop knows, what ſtrange and unexpected No- 
velties this Country might afford, if Men were once 
* acquainted with it. This may be the Sanctuary of the 
+ Ten Tribes of Iraelites, which were led away Captives 
by Salmanaſſer King of Miria: Or perhaps the In- 
© habitants of this Country are of another Race than 
that of Noah and Adam. We may from them, tis 
> poſſible, derive new Lights, as to the Pre-exiſtence 
of human Souls, Who knows, but they have Records 
more exact and antient than the Indians and Chineſe ? 
; Be it how it will, I'm clear for new Diſcoveries. 
© There is a certain ſpecifick Boldneſs in my Spirit, 
2 which prompts me to invade the pretended Modeſty 
of Nature: I long to furl the Veil, which hides ſo 
many Secrets; and with a Philoſophick Confidence, 
were I in Power, I'd rumple up the envious Cover- 
* ings of ſuch deſirable Wonders. 
> Oh! that ſome God lile Monarch in this Age would 
 $11n-Rozal Bounty equip a Navy, and man them with the 
moſt expert and reſolute Mariners on Earth, with Veſ- 
ſels to tranſport an Army of Land- Soldiers, with Ten- 
— ders to carry Meat, Drink, Apparel, and other Neceſ- 
ſaries for fo vaſt an Expedition. Surely, the Event 
would anſwer Expectation, the Gains would far tran- 
ſcend the Coſt, the Honour infinitely mr 
er 
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Peril; and all our known familiar World would be 
oblig'd by ſuch a fortunate Undertaking. 

Sage Omar, it depends on thee to bring this Thiry 
to paſs. Start but the Propoſal to ſome mighty Sox. 
reign, thy Recommendation will be of Force. They 
wilt be more than a Columbus, Magellan, or Pixaa 


In fine, thou wilt wind up the Searches of this in. 


quiſitive Age, and put a Stop to future Scrutinies, 

I only hint the Thing; do thou purſue it, and :l 
Generations ſhall celebrate thy Fame. Goo inſpir 
thee with freſh Ardors. 


| Paris, 7th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Near 1668. 


LETTER XX, 


To Oſman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer 4 


the Sultan aft Adrianople. 


LD Ptolemy was much out of his Biaſs ; hi 
wild irregular Fancy, drunk with the Lees af 
Ariſtotle's dark Opinion and Conceit, ſtumbled and fel 
aſleep upon the Thought of the Earth's being Centr! 
to the Univerſe, and then the reſt of the Wir! 


ſeem'd to run round his giddy Head. He often ſtroe 


to lift his heavy Noddle up, to ſee whether it wen 
ſo or not. But the beſotting Load of Prepoſſeſſion 


weigh'd him down again: He ſlumber'd, dream, 


and ſnored loud, ſtretch'd out at large upon the fat 
Chimera. 

The ftudious Candidates of Truth and Science, by 
his Example fell to the ſame Riot in Philo/ophy, and 


continued the Debauch for many Ages: Till, to 


much ſurfeited and cloy'd with ſuch a fulſome Enter 
tainment, bold Ycho Brahe rubs up his Eyes, and 


wakes the Company with a new Syſtem of the mighty | 
| Frame. 


* 


* 


© 
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Frame. Then all began to ſtart and rouze, as at ſome 
Prodigy. His heavenly Gimcracks pleaſed the Palate 
'of the Age. His Epicycles, Eccentricks, Perige's, and 
*Apoze's, with all the reſt of his gay Whim-whams, 
were receiv'd with general Applauſe, till the more ex- 
cellent Copernicus appear'd with ſomething newer ſtill: 
And then the blundering Dare, abaſh'd, ſlipp'd off the 
Stage, without ſo much as taking his Leave. 

The Aſtronomers ſoon fell in Love, and paid im- 
plicit Adoration to the Idol which Copernicus ſet up; 
and it was but Reaſon, ſince they had never ſeen a 
fairer or a juſter Scheme of the World before. 

* Yetevery Age improves itſelf in Knowledge on the 
Ruins of the former. And thus what Pzo/emy never 
Found out, nor Tycho Brahe or Copernicus could mend 
or match, if now they were alive; is very lately diſ- 
covered by the incomparable Aae Melec Muli Omar, 
Preſident of the College of Sciences at Fez. 

The happy Mu/a Ab ul Tatuſtan, Profeſſor of Phi- 
SJo/ophy there, firſt ſtarted the Propoſal of a Mathema- 
ical Experiment: And laying Heads together, the 
Primate of Moro/co Doctors, Fathers of the African 
24//aqui's living, found a true Demonſtration in it. 

I have lately receiv'd a Diſpatch from that re- 


nown'd Prelate, with an incloſed Model of this Pla- 


netary Machine: A copy of which I ſend thee, drawn 


by my own Hand. It repreſents the Original to a 


Point. Examine it well, and thou wilt find 'tis much 
more regular and exact, than any of thoſe antiquated 
Schemes; and anſwers all the Queſtions of A/tronomy 

ithout the leaſt apparent Blunder. Beſides, it has a 


perſect Symmetry and Proportion in every Part: It 
makes the World appear a compleat Beauty. Whereas 
the Frame which Tycho Brahe made, was all deform'd 


ith wild Unevenneſſes. Nor was the Gem of Co- 


Fernicus without a manifeſt Botch, in making the ſmall 
Orb of the Moon alone interfere with that of the 
Earth: Whilſt all the other Planets circulate in their 


gown entire and ſolitary Spheres, without an Interloper 
Ito diſturb them. 


Beſides, 


— — — — 
— 
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Beſides, he makes the Earth an Alas to the Mon, . 


whilſt this poor weary Globe, is forc'd, in his Opinion, anc 
to drudge yearly round the Zodiack, with the ya; : 
Burthen of Diana on its Shoulders, . 

If it be ſo, tis no wonder that the Earth ſo oſten M. 
faints and trembles under the mighty Load. Hencg. fe 
forth we need not lay the Blame of Earthquate; t thc 
Enceladus ; as if the drowzy, ſnoring Giant, turning da 
his monſtrous bulky Corps from one ſide to the other, 7 


were the ſole Cauſe of theſe Convulſions: When Mor. 


tals reel and ſtagger, as they walk upon the Surtace; 2 
when Trees and Mountains rock as in a Cradle, and anc 
whole Cities are ſometimes ſwallow'd up. Ken. 

No; let poor Enceladus ſleep on, and take what Na 
Reſt he can in his Infernal Priſon. There was ng tr 
Danger of his ever ſtirring again, after he had ben Wc 
once thoroughly ſouc'd in Lethe's All-benumbing Dor 


Streams. Copernicus is only in the Fault: When 
ever we feel theſe fatal Heavings of the Globe, tua, 
too unmerciful a Taſk he impos'd upon it, eſpecial! 
in its Old Age. 

It would have grumbled in its early Day and fturdy 
Youth, had it been thus ſeverely us'd by Orphru; 
Homer, Hermes Triſmegi/tus, or any other of the Pr. 
mitive Sages. But now to be thus roughly handled 8 1 


by an upſtart Infidel in its dectining Years, when | Wo! 
three Parts of its Marrow are decay'd, and its once | PI 
Potent Nerves and Sinews are ſhrunk, its Liver , 
waſted, and every Vital winding away, almoſt broke 

its Heart. 


Therefore theſe 4frican Sages, in Duty to their | * 
aged Mother the Earth, have found a Way to fre 
her from the Burthen of the Moon in her decrepit | 


% 
— 
LE 
1 


State; and yet to make the Sun the Centre of the F 8% 
World; adjaſting at the ſame time, with accurate | e 
Laws, and an unblemiſh'd Order, the Motions, St.. el 


"tons, and various Poſtures of the Planets. | 

This happy Revelation in Afronomy is not to b: 
divulg'd in publick Writings, leſt ſome inquiſinve Foal 
curious Traveller, ambitious Nazarene, or enviou BY 


Jew, % 
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ao, ſhould chance to light upon the ſacred Scheme, 
Ind boaſt himſelf the Inventor of it. 
Leet it be only communicated to Learned, Faithful 
Mufulmans of the Firſt Rank : For ſuch Celeſtial 
Myſteries _ not to be proſtituted to the Vulgar. 
Fell not the little Fa/mir Sgire Rugial of it: For, if 
thou doſt, all the Fran# Merchants at Aleppo ſoon 
Mall be made privy to the matchleſs Secret. Be it a 
perpetual Arcanum in the Breaſts of ſublime Men, 
alted Souls, Friends of Gop, and little leſs than 
J rophets. And be it, till all the Sages of the East 
and South are firſt made ſenſible of it, and able to de- 
nd it againſt the vain Attempts of the Uncircumcis'd 
ſation. Then let it be promulged in Allab's Name 
throughout the Globe, to the Eternal Honour of Gop, 
ind Glory of his Prophet, who could neither write 
mor read, yet has Diſciples, to whom alone the 
pureſt Reformation of the Univerſe is owing. 
Do but ſurvey with an indifferent Look, the laſt 
and lovelieſt Portraiture of the World that ever 
as made by Man, Fix thine admiring Eyes on 
e Magnifick Seat and Palace of the Sun. Conſi- 
Er at the ſame time the true and equal Forms, 
Dimenſions, Diſtances, and mutual Interſections 
the ambient Orb,, without the ſmalleſt Blur or 
Pot in all the Eternal Frame. Then tell me thy 
\ | Ypinion, whether thou canſt not calculate Natiwi- 
, erect all Manner of Schemes, make Almanacks, 
credulous Men their future Fortunes, appoint 
we Eclipſes of the Sur and Moon, ſet Venus and Mer- 
&y together by the Ears, to ſtir up furious Mars 
| WW make a Hurly-burly in the Heavens and Elements; 
if thou canſt not wheedle the ſowre Curmudgeon 
Marr, into a ſoft obliging Humour; or fret the 
ble Jupiter to Madnef,, y a damn'd Conjunction 
ch his mortal Enemy; and a thouſand more Afro- 
. cal Enterprizes. Tell me, I ſay, whether thou 
t not perform all this and more, as well by the 
 WF'0s'd Effigies of the World, as by the old Thread- 
e, Weather-beaten, Worm-eaten Halian Clock- 
: | work 
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work of Ptolemy; or the later Inventions of Ye: 


Brahe and Copernicus. 

It will now no longer be a Secret, how thoſe 
Birds diſpoſe themſelves, which at a certain Time 
of the Year are ſeen to gather in mighty Troops, 
and fly directly upward out of human Sight; not on: 
of the whole Species being left behind, or found ot 
any Part of the Earth, until the Moon has roll'd ful 
ſix Times round the Zodiack: When they return 
again in equal Companies into this Globe, each Spec 
to his native Region. For the intelligent Fools exact 
know the Hour in which the Earth does in its yearly 
Circulation interſe& the neighbouring Orb of the 
Moon, and then they ſnatch the Opportunity to qui 
the attractive Atmoſphere, and take the Air of that 
adjacent Planet. 

J have a great deal more to ſay on this Subjed, 
which I will reſerve for another Letter. In tle 
mean time, thou venerable Szar-gazer, adieu, an 
remember to be private. 


Paris, 7th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Tear 1668. 


LETTER AX 


To the Venerable Mufti, Principal Suj 
port of Learning and true Science. 


4 he" Orders of thy San&ity came like a Meſhg: | 


from Heaven, ſurprizing me at once with equi 
Pleaſure and Aﬀtoniſhment. Every Line increaſed n. 
Rapture. And now I thought I had no more to wil 
for in the World, ſince the Great Patriarch of tl! 
Faithful has condeſcended to embrace the Advice 0! 


ſo mean a Slave as Mahmut. It has been my paſſo- 


nate Deſire to ſee Knowledge flouriſh in the Rk 
nowned 


a a 4 


e 


— 


* 
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= own'd Ottoman Empire, that the Infidelſs may no 
Jonger reproach us with Ignorance and Barbariſm. 
his was the Reaſon that I ſo often importuned thy 
pPredeceſſr to encourage the Tranſlation of Hiſfories 
a into the Jurtiſb Language. Now thou art pleaſed to 
begin this glorious Work, and to honour me, by 
requiring my Inſtructions in the Management of it. 
Nay, thou haſt commanded me to lay the Foundation 
of ſo illuſtrious an Enterprize, in preſenting thee a 
Pattern or Model of this great Work, containing an 
Hiſtorical Epitome of the Four Great Monarchies, with 
A brief Series of the moſt remarkable and famous 
Tranſlations, Changes, and other Events in the 
World, with Reference to the Nation and Age 
wherein they happened. 
As to the Advice thou demandeſt of me, I think it 


— a T7 — 


mans, that a compleat Hiſtory of the World ſhould be 
collected out of the moit antient and ſincere Hiters, 
P50 digeſted into Annals, from the very Beginning 
of Time, down to the Reign of our preſent Empe- 
Fror, the Auguſt Sovereign of the whole Earth: That 
ſo whatſoever has been done on Farth worthy of 
Memory, may be rank'd in its proper Time and 
Place; and we may not grope any longer in the dark, 
when we would know in what Year or Age any Fa- 
mous Warrior or Monarch lived or died; or when 
any renowned City was built, beſieg'd, taken, and 
Zdeliroy'd, and by whom all theſe Things were done: 
With many other uſeful Memoirs, in which the Or- 
tomans are now wanting. | 


-_- vx 


WF receſizry to have recourſe to the Chronicles of the In- 
Liars, Perſians, and Egyptians, and to the Writings of 
oben, Homer, Wales, Zeno, and others of Greece, 
Phenicia, and Thrace. For tho' the Nazarenes of the 
% deſpiſe the Authority of theſe Authors, and ca- 
Iumniate all for Tables and Romances which was de- 
liver'd before the firſt Olympiad; yet the more im- 
Partial Inhabitants of the E, whether Chriſtians or 

E | Mugulinans 


3 ould be for the Honour and Benefit of the Maul- 


In the Beginning of this Work, it will be abſolutely. 


n 
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Muſſulmans reject nothing which has the undoubte! 
Stamp of Antiquity ; but rather ſeek to unriddle the 
myſterious Expreſſions of the Poets and Philgſpben 
who ſtrove induſtriouſly to cover all their Knoy. 
ledge and Traditions under dark Anigma's, Figures, 
Parables, that ſo the Divine Secrets of Antiguih 
might not be prophaned by the rude and unpoliſhed * 
Vulgar. 

It was ever the Maxim of ſome antient Sages and 
Politicians, thus to keep the People in Ignorance of 
paſt Times; the better to aſſure their Dominion and 
Authority over them. They only reveald what wa: 
obvious to every Man's Senſe, the manifeſt and viſh!: 
Influences of the Heavenly Bodies of the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, the Natures of Plants and Animals, with 
whatſoever elſe was liable to any Man's Eye and Ap. 
prehenſion. But as to the more abſtruſe and less 
conſpicuous Works of Nature, they were like the 
Secrets of State kept under a Veil. 

Yet there wanted not Men of Wiſdom in other 
Parts of the World, who ſtrove to unfold all Things, 
and render Mankind familiar with whatſoever {ell 
under human Intellefts. Among theſe, the Idas 
and Chineſes deſerve the firſt Place, who were never 
covetous of the Gifts of Nature, but ſought to im- 
prove all thoſe of their Nations in the Knowledge 
of the Arts and Sciences, and eſpecially in the Syn 
of antient Hifory, Theſe People ſhut up themſelres 
from the reſt of the World for many Ages, fearing 
leſt Commerce might corrupt the Simplicity of their 
Primitive Laws and Inſtitutions. Only Alexander th: 
Greet, and before him, Semiramis Queen of the A 

raxns, had ever Acceſs to the Indies in old Time. 
And China was never open till of late, when their 
too potent Neighbours the 'Tartars broke through 
their Famous Wall, and ſubdued the whole Empire: 
0 their Buſineſs was not with Books but with 
en. 
For theſe Reaſons we may not wonder, that the 


Indian Brachmans, and the Bonxi's of China, deliver an 
Accoun' 
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Account of the Origin of the World, and the next 
Hiſtorians, eſpecially theſe in the Ye. 

5 For Events of later Date, the Compilers of this Work 
may make uſe of ſuch Hiſtorians as have written the 
J Annals of ſeveral Nations ſince the firſt Olympiad. 


„. 


the Form of Computation us'd in the antient Greciax 
Hlegira, every Olympiad containing Four Years. And 
the Firſt of theſe O/ympiads began in the Year of the 
Mord 3228. At which time Chorebus of Elis ſignaliz d 
himſelf, by winning the firſt Race that ever was run 
gat the Olympick Games. I'heſe Games were celebrated 
every Ohmpiad; and all the Youth of Greere flock'd to 
them, to try their Skill in Running, Wreſtling, and 
Bother Manly Exerciſes. 
About this Time Hi/torians began to write par- 
Mially, and the Truth could hardly be diſcern'd from 
the Fabulous Errors with which it was adulterated, 
et this rather procceds from a National Emulation, 
han from a Detign to corrupt the Antient Pehep. 
Mowever, thou mayeſt give Credit to Thucydides, 
ho in the 86th Ol/ympiad began to write his Hi/?ory 
f the Var in Peloponne/us, between the Lacedemo- 
ans and thoſe of Athens; which Har continued 
PDne and twenty Years, as that Author teſtifies, 
no wrote the Aunals of it from the Beginning to 
Wc End. And among other remarkable Paſſages, 
Phich he is very exact in recounting, he mentions a 


; If thou know'ſt not what an O/mpiad means, 'tis 


- 


WF: mous Eclip/e of the Sun, that happen'd in the firſt 


Fear of that Var; and was fo great, that the Stars 
ppeared at Noon-Day in the Sky. Plutarch alſo 
2 peaks of this Eclipſe, telling us, that Pericles, 
Prince of the Athenians, being at Sea when the 
Pan was thus darken'd, and perceiving the Maſicr 
fe the Je in a great Fright, as at ſome Prodigy, 
We threw his Cloak over the Man's Face, and 


ed him, JF he avas afraid of that, or lad upon it 
a bad Omen? And when the Maſter anſwer'd, 
e Pericles reply'd, What Diference is there betaveen 
= E 2 this 


© ſucceeding Ages, ſo far beyond the Epocha's of all other 


| 
N 
| 
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this Eclipſe of the Sun, and that, fince both are cau;{ 
by the Interpofition of a Veil between the Sun and thing 
yes; only that Veil is larger than my Cloak, it being 
the Moon which covers that Glorious Lamp from oy 
Sight? 

Much about the ſame time liv'd one Herodotus and 
Hellanicus, two Famous Hiftorians, Men of Integrity 
and Credit; and Hippocrates, the Renown'd PHH. 
of Aubens. Theſe are werthy to be tranſlated into 
the Turki/p Language; as are alſo Xenophon and Pol. 
bius, who wrote after them. They all, except the 
laſt liv'd in the Time of the Perſian Monarchy, and 
therefore are moſt likely to deliver down a true At. 
count of the memorable Events that happened during 
that formidable Empire. 

As for the Macedonian Monarchy, the moſt Emi. 
nent Writers were Curtius, Arrianus, and Diodiru 
Siculus; but this laſt is frequently miſtaken in his 
Chronoligy, and therefore ought to be corrected by 
the others. Plutarch alſo muſt be conſulted, and 
Joſephus the Few, with Strabo, Appian, Livy, Tuſlin 
and Pau/anias. For they either ſerve to illuſtrate 
one another, where they treat of the ſame Matters; 
or elſe the one carries on the Thread of Hy 
where the other left off. And, therefore, thou 
needeſt rot wonder that I name ſo many Author, 


| ſince they are worthy of Credit, and abſolutely 


neceſſary to the compleating an entire Hiſcy of 
the World; whereas there are a Rabble of otic 
Writers, who are ſcarce worth the naming ; much 
leſs . their Authority to be truſled to, in compiling 
an Univerſal Hifory, which is to give a new Lulire 
to the Otioman Empire, and raiſe its Credit in the 
Learned World. 

As for the Roman Empire, it will be neceſſary t 
make uſe of Joſephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Philo, A 
philinus, Zonoras, Ammianus Marcellinus, Velltiu 
Paterculus, Seneca, Florus, Livy, and Suidas. 

Theſe will be ſufficient Materials with which the 


Tran/lators, Scribes, and Compilers may accompliſh the 
11luſtrious 
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IIluſtrious Undertaking ; the Encouragement whereof 
I again earneſtly recommend to thy Liberality and 
Munificence. 

What concerns the Injunction thou haſt laid on me, 
to draw a Pattern or Model of this great Work, in 
preſenting thee with a brief Abſtract of the Ri and 
Fall of the Four Monarchies, with ſuch memorable 
Events as will be proper to direct the Undertakers in 
the Method of digeſting this Univerſal Hifory ; I will 
reſerve it for another Leiter, not having thoſe Books 
by me which are requiſite to aſſiſt me in this Affair. 

In the mean time, I pray Heaven proſper this noble 
= Enterprize, and grant that thou mayeſt live the Space 
of many Olzmpiads, to fee the Effeck of thy Bounty: 


4 | when this Univerſal Hifory being finiſhed, ſhall in- 


| ſtruct the Muſſulmans, and defeat the Calumnies of 


-: the Uncircumcisd. 


Paris, 2d of the 5th Moon, 
of wo Year 1668. 


The E'ND of the Firſt Book. 
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E. 


To Mehemet, an Exil'd Eunuch, at 
Alcair in Egypt. 


118 


5 {HY Sufferings pierce my Heart; I owe 
SYS z thee Pity en the Score of human Na— 


* os, 4 
382 


EDS ture; and more Compaſſion as thou 
198 art a Mufulman: But where's the 
2 Tongue or Pen that can deſcribe the 


Nee 
214 


4 4, 


2 Sf 
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e Sympathy of Friends; Can'ſt thou in 
a deſponding Fes caſt thyſelf upon thy Bed, there 
to exhale, in melancholy Sighs, that pungent Sorrow, 
which can find no other Vent, unleſs thoſe Vapours 
of the Spleen condenſe to Showers of Tears? Canſt 
thou do this, and I remain infenfible all the 
while? No! I'm a perfect Fccho to thy ſaddeſt 
Groans. And when thou weepeſt, my Heart is not a 


mn, that ſpatters back again the Drops that fall on 
it; 
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it; but 'tis like Clay, that ſoftens with the gentle, 


ſolemn Diſtillation. Believe that I ſweat Blood, when 


thou diſſolv'ſt in Tears. I am not capable of Mode- 
ration toward my Friend. My Love, my Joy, my 
Grief and Anger are all exceſſive, when ſuch a one 
as thou occaſion'ſt them. Tis equal Pleaſure to live 

or die in this magnetick Point: For Scu/s of Friends 
are perfect Uni/ſons, Then, if thou haſt a Spark of 
Love for Mahmut, do not kill me with thy ſad Com- 
plairts. For whilſt I hear that thou art thus aban- 
don'd to Misfortune and Deſpair, how can I live, 
without perpetual Deaths, more terrible than what we 
a! 1avit undergo by the Courſe of Nature? Doſt thou 
delight to make a conſtant Martyr of me? 

Thou art bred a Courticr, and fo was I : Our In- 
ſent-Blood was ſeaſon'd with the Grand Signzor's 
read and Salt; we equally imbib'd the Manners, Ha- 
bite, Cuſtoms, Maxims, and the Pride of the Serail, 
with the Pillow, the Rlilk, Sorbets, and other Nou- 
r;/,ment of our early Years. Since which, we have 
ſcen the various Revolutions of mighty Aragdoms, 
ber, and Empires, We have beheld the invincible 
Fife, of Chiza fall a Jidim to the Perfidy of his 
»vlaves, and to the more propitious Fortune of the 
{artars, Aſter another Manner was the Glory of 
tie BriiÞ Monarchy eclipſed. But no Foreign Story 
can match the barbarous Maſlacres of our Majeſtick 
Sultans, Miſſapha, Oſman, and Ibrahim, all within 
our Memory. 

Oh! Aehemet, we have liv'd too long after theſe 
$poils of Rezal Blood. How can we repine at our 
own private Loſſes and Aﬀiitions, whilſt we do but 
{ip the flat inſipid ReliQs of thoſe tragical, ſprightly 
Potions, brew'd for all the Palates of the greateſt 
Princes. Henceforth let us live, as if we were among 
the Dead. Let us hear, and ſee, feel, taſte, and ſmell 
theſe outward Objects en paſſant, without being ſen- 
ſible what we do or ſuffer. Let us anticipate, by a 
wiſe Prevention, the laſt Stroke of Death, by dying 
every Moment, | 
; E 4 G0 
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Go to the Pyramids, my Mehemet, or would to Goy 
J could go thither for thee ; there to contemplate the 
Fate of human Glory, the Mock Grandeur of thi; 
World. Conſider all the Race of the Egyptian Kings, 
who built theſe coſtly and magnificent Structures, ct 
their Fathers for them : Who fill'd the hollow Pile; 
with Silver, Gold, and precious Stones, whilſt, with 
their Magick Laws, they liſted Legions of Spirit, 
dwclling in the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, obliging 


them to guard the wealthy Sepulchres: And tell me 


then, what thou canſt find in thoſe ſuperannuated 
Vaults? Nothing but Stench and Darkneſs. Old 
Time has filch'd away the lighter Glories of tte 
Place; and his younger Brother Avarice has plunder'{ 
all the reſt, which was the more ſubſtantial Par. 
He could have done no leſs in common good Manner, 
than take the Leavings of the Heir, the Elder of the 
two. The great Al maimun thought to have the 
Gleanings of their Harveſt ; but he found the Gain 
would never exceed the Coſt. 

But what's become of all the Founders of thele 
aſtoniſhing Fabricks? Look in the Tomb of Cech, 
who is ſuppoſed to build the greateſt of the Pyramids 
and thou wilt find not the leaſt Relict of his Aſhes: 


Or if thou ſhouldſt, *twill be impoſſible to diitinguia | 


them from the common Duſt of other Mortals, tho 
his meaneſt Slaves: So mutable is human Glory; ſo 
inconſtant all the Smiles of Fortune. 


| 
Do but reflect on all the Glorious Conqueſts of | 


Alexander the Great, and on the Triumphant Entry 
he made in Babylon, when the Chariot which carry'd 
him, was an Epitome of all the Riches which the Idle 
cou'd afford; and yet that Chariot which he eſteem'd 
but one Degree before his Hearſe, which in a very few 
Days, with an Obſcurity beneath the Merits of ſo great 
a Vitor, convey'd him to his Grave. 


Conſider Cæſar, who after four and twenty Battels, 
wherein he always got the Day, was drawn in a 
Triumphant Chariot to the Capitol by forty Ele- 
phants ; yet now his Name 1s hardly thought of. 
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So Epaminondas thought to out-vye the World in 
bis magnificent Inſults; yet all this glorious Pagean- 
try ended in Duſt and Aſhes. Aurelian led the Graces 
Captive with Zenobia : yet he himſelf at laſt became 
the Priſoner of Death. The pompous Galley of Co- 
"$a:/ra, when ſhe celebrated the Sicilian Triumph, 
ſerv'd but to mend the Poop of Charon's Boat, when | 
"The was to be ferry'd to Elixium. So the proud Se- | 
v//iris, whoſe Coach was drawn by Four vanquiſh'd 11 
"Kings, at laſt was fain to owe his uncouth Funeral to 
Four ſordid Slaves, who ſtole his naked Corpſe away 
from the deſigned Revenge of factious Eunuchs, and 
*bury'd it in a Heap of Camel's Dung. 
But where is the Pen or Pencil, that will to the 
Life deſcribe the unmatch'd Cavalcade of Pompey, 
when by a proſperous Chemiſtry he had extracted all 
the richeſt Spirits and Eſſences of Eaſtern Wealth, to 
grace his Entry into Rome? 
I! he Front of the Proceſſion dazzled every Eye, with 
0 the ſtrange Luſtre of Diamonds and Carbuncles mix'd ö 
in chequer-wiſe: an Oriental Figure, or rather the 
Subllance of all Mia in Epitome. Then follow'd the 
3 Image of the Creſcent Min in maſly Gold, with a | 
* Train of Mountains of the ſame Metal, whereon | 
were Woods of Jet, Vines whoſe Grapes were entire 
> S1pphires, and Animals all ef Porphyry, grazing on 
= Fields of verdant Amethyſts. 

s To ſanctify this glorious Shew, the Golden Images 
of Jupiter, Mars, and Pallas, came next in ſight, 
with thirty Crowns of Gold, born up by the Chief 
Captains of his Army, as if ſo many Kingdoms were 
2 dehgn'd for their Rewards. And becauſe Gods and 
= Goddeſſes ſhould not want a Temple, Five hundred 
| Slaves bore up a Fare, built all of maſſy Silver, 

Va ſhed with Gold. And at the Back of this appear- 
= ed the Statue of the Conqueror, on which no Eye 
could fix, being c:uſted over with Hyacinths and 
bFearls. 

Behold, my Mehemet, an Exuberance of human | 
Glory : Yet wonder not to ſee a Man come after all; | 
| 
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a Mortal Man, I ſay, made radiant as the Sun wit, 
borrow'd Jewels. And to compleat this fading Tri. 
umph, read theſe Letters, all pure Jaſpers on hi; 
Chariot-Wheels; Armenia, Cappadocia, Paphlagonis, 
Media, Colchis, Syria, Cilicia, Meſopotamia, Phœnicis, 
Paleſtine, India, and the Deſarts of Arabia. All the 
were the Conqueſts of this Triumphant Warrior, and » 
yet his Deſtiny inſulted over him. Poor Pompey, tho, 
art gone, and all thy mighty Territories in the Eat 
are now poſſeſſed by Sultan Mahomet, our gloricu 
Sovereign, 

And what need thee and I repine, after we hart 
ſeen all this? Let 4/arubal aftoniſh Carthage with 
the Glory of Four Publick Triumphs: Yet tha. 
Theatre of his Honour quickly proves the Stage | 
whereon he was degraded, ſtrip'd flark naked, au 
in Triumph led away by Death. So Marins, at 
he had been exalted to the Top of human Felici 
on Earth, was feen all naked, lying in a ſiinkin 
Ditch. 

What is become of Nero's Silver Gallery in the Ca. 
pitol? Or the pendant Gardens of Semiramis, which 
coſt no Jeſs than twenty Millions of Gold? Where! 
now the glittering Hall of Atabalipa, King of Pon, 
whole Pavement was of Sapphires ? Or the Garden; | 
of Cyr::s, fenced round with Pales of Gold? Or 
Ce/ar's Fountains garniſh'd with Dryads of the ſame 


Metal ? Where is the Ivory Palace of Menelaus, or | 


the Cryſtal Louvre of Druſus? All theſe Things are 
vaniſli'd with their Founders. 


How wile and happy then was Saladine, the pren: 
and moſt invincible Conqueror of Alia, who triump:: | 
over himſelf ; and in his victorious Return, cauſed |} 


Shirt to be carried before him on the Point of a Sper, 
with this Proclamation ; That after all his Ghories, le 
feeuld carry nothing ta the Grave but that poor Shirt! So 
Adrian, a Roman Emperor, to qualify the exceſſive Joys 
of his hich Fortune, celebrated his own Funeral and 
caus'd his Coffin to be born before him, when he was 


to make a publick Cavalcade through Rome, This was 
| a Sacred 
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: a Sacred Triumph, an Heroick Inſult over him/ef 
3 and Death. 


- 


| Let thou and I, my Friend, imitate theſe ſage Ex- 
* amples, and ever have the Image of Death before our 
” Eyes. Then we ſhall never mourn for the vain Trifles 
ue have loſt, or covet what we never enjoy'd: But 
being ever content with what our Deſtiny allots us, 
© ſhall paſs our Time away in a Divine Tranquillity. 
* 71Mehemet, thou'lt find this to be a profitable and 
. true Experiment. Try it, and the Iſſue will convince 
* thee more than a thouſand Counſellors, 


Paris, 12th of the 5th Moon, 
1 of the Year 1668. 


7 LETTER Nn 
To Mohammed, the Tlluſtrious Eremit 
, Mount Uriel zz Arabia :e Happy. 


. Lodge in a Houſe near the Wall of Paris, which 
I gives me a daily Opportunity of ſurveying out of 
my Window the adjacent Fields: Theſe extend them- 
= \clves in a Plain for the Space of a League, or there- 
= abouts; and then the Eye is arreſted by a long Ridge 
= of riiing Ground, a Row of Hills, or Hillocks, not 
meriting the lofty Name of Mountains, yet high 
enough to put a Valley out of ſhape, and make the 
Horizon crump-back'd. 
** Theſe Hills are cover'd thick with Woods and 
* Groves; among whoſe verdant, ſhady Tops, ſome 
ſtately Palaces lift up their glittering Creſts, and make 
2 ſociable pleaſant Figure in thoſe Solitudes. 
I his Proſpect repreſents ſo much to the Life the 
alley of Aamoim in Arabia, the Place of my Nativity, 
| Þ that I could as well graſp Coals of Fire with naked 
lands, and not be burnt, as caſt my Eye out of my 
Window on this lovely Landſkip, and not be inflam'd 
| | with 
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with ſecret Paſſions for my Native Soil, the Place : 
where I firſt drew the Vital Air. It is a perſe& Nag. 
net to my Spirit, whereſoever I am, attracting all my © 7 
Wiſhes, Inclinations, and Deſires. Methinks be 
Eaſtern Winds at certain Hours waft to my raviſhed B 
Ears the Whiſpers of my Countrymen. Methinks, 
ſometimes, I ſee the Faces of my Kindred, and their * 
Rural Train; I hear their Voices, and converſe fa. 8 
miliarly with them, as though they were preſent; 'S 
Such is the Magick of ſtrong Deſire and Sympathy; F 
it ſteals the Soul away from itſelf, and with ſweet 
Violence unites it to the beloved Object, though at 3 
never ſo great a Diſtance. Thus when my wandering 2 
Thoughts have taken up their Reſidence for a while % 
in that delicious Vale where I was born, a far more 
powerful Magnet draws them to thy Cave, Myſterious 
Solitary, Mirror of Virtues, Exemplary Guide of ſuch 
as conſecrate themſelves to Gop. 

Glory to Him that was before All Time, the He. 
ther of Eternal Ages. He changes not, yet is the 
Source of indefatigable and unwearied Revolutions. 
He is the only independent, true, and felf-exiftent 
Being; the uncreated Eſſence from whom all other 
Beings derive their Origin and Conſervation. he 
is the Prop and Baſis of the Univerſe. He is be 
One, the Primitive Unity, and cannot be divided 
into Fractions; Yet every Species and Individul | 
Being in the World participates a Share of his Di. 
vinity. Immortal Praiſes exhale from all Creature, 
and aſcend like Clouds of Incenſe before the Throne 
of his Adorable Majeſty, or like Vapours which the 
grateful Earth returns in a hot Summer's Day, b 
Way of Acknowledgment for the Benefits perpetu- - 
ally flowing on her from the Sun. So all the Ele- 
ments reſpire their Thanks to Him that made them. 1 
The Firmament expands itſelf, and bows down to 
the Brims of this low Globe; Sun, Moon, and Stars 
do ſtoop and kifs the Floor of the Earth, in Token of 
profound Humility and Devotion to the Int 
Source of Light. Only ungrateful Man repays the Boun- 
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ty of the Omnipotent with Neglects, Contempts, 
> Afﬀronts, and Blaſphemies. I mean the general Part 
of Human Race; excepting always from this Charge 
"> the Juſt, the Innocent, and Pious : Were it not for 
” ſuch as theſe, the Divine Patience would be tir'd with 
the continual Profanations of vain Mortals. 


Oh! Venerable Sylva, thou art the only pacifick 


Victim of this ſinful Age. Thy conſtant Self-denaals, 
Mortifications, Abllinences, and the whole Syſtem of 
= thy accompliſh'd Sanctity, ſtop the Wrath of Heaven 
from falling in large Cataracts on Mankind: When 
the Eternal Eye beholds thy Virtues, it drops down 
Tears of Love and Mercy on the Earth, glad that a 
Son of Adam yet ſurvives, not ſtain'd with Vice. 
Thou art the effeQtual Propitiation for the finful 
= World, When Storms and Tempeſls of impetuous 
Winds, when Lightning, Thunder, Hail, or Rain 

= diſturb the Air, or Earthquakes menace more effectual 

& Tragedies to the Earth, I think of thee, the Fa- 
vourite of Heaven, and then repoſe in full Security: 
Thy very Idea is my Shelter from all Evils : I ſhroud 

my ſelf under the Shade of thy inviolated Beard, over 
= which the Razor never paſs'd. I take Sanctuary in 
the Umbrella of thy Arms, when ſtretch'd in fervent 


Oraiſors: Thy Remembrance is my certain Refuge in 


& Calamity, 


I am impregnated with Sacred Emulations of thy 


© Virtue; I burn with fervent; paſſionate Deſires to be- 
come thy Difciple : I languiſh to withdraw myſelf 
from this vain World, and from the contagious So- 


cicty of Mortals. How happy is the Life that is led 


in quict Solitude? Where the Soul can feel herſelf, and 


being awaken'd to a Senſe of her Immortal Strength, 
rouzes and vigorouſly ſhakes off the heavy Clogs of 
Sleep and Death: Whilſt the Divine Matus gently 
breathing on the Intellect, and fanning the oppreſſed 
Sparks of Reaſon, which lay ſmothering under a 
Heap of Errors, Luſts, AﬀeQions, and unlimited 


IF} Defires, kindles the Mind into a perfect Flame of 


Light, which ſoon conſumes the Rubbiſh of bodily 
| Pleaſyres, 
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Pleaſures, diſſipates the Smoke and Miſts of pamperd 
Fleſh and Blood, and then a Man becomes all radiant 
within, ſhining with unclouded Splendors. 

We Mortals ſeem to be rank'd in a middle State, 


between the ſeparate Spirits and Beaſts : Our Virtue, 


make us like the former, our Vices like the latter, 
For when a Man has quite ſubdued his Appetites, and 
Reaſon fits triumphant in her Throne, he is like an 
Angel, living above the Race of his Mortality. He 
does not, with the Stagyrite, place Virtue ina Medium, 
or rank the Exceſs of Goodneſs in the Predicament of 


Vice; but makes dire& and ſwift Advances to the 


Zenith of Heroick Generoſity, ſcorning to halt cr 
make lame mungrel Capitulations with himſelf, as if 
he were afraid of being too good. 

I would aſk a Peripatetick, whether it be a Virtue 
or a Vice, in him that ſtomaching the enormous Wil. 
lanies of wicked Men, boils up with an exceſſive ve. 
hementAnger? Or whether a Man can err in loving 
Gop too much, or in conceiving too violent a Sor. 
row for his paſt Offences, or who can be to 
thankful for the Favours of Heaven ! No! the far 
ther Diſtance Virtue keeps from this cold, earthly 
Mediocrity, the brighter is its Splendor. And ſo on 
the other Side, the greater is the Barbariſm, bri- 
tality, and Infernal Stamp of Vice, by how much 
more remote it is from this Indifference. In a word, 
Virtue and Vice are two contrary Extremes: $0 Pi 
is diametrically oppoſite to Prophaneneſs latens 


rꝛance to Sobriety; Fortitude to Comvardice ; Luc 


tinence to Chaſlity; Awvarice to Bounty; Madel to 
dmpudence ; Pride to Humility; Enmity to Friends. 
&c. | 

Now the Mediums between theſe Extremes, are H. 
focriſy between Virtue and Vice; Superſtition berwer! 
Piety and Prophaneneſs ; Baſhfulneſs between Mode 
and Impudence, and ſo of the reſt. : 

Yet after all, *tis neceſſary to obſerve a Medium in 
thoſe Things which pertain to mortal Life, and to the 


Perpetuation of Mankind: Such are Meats, Drinks 
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Natural Paſſions of the Body and Mind, proceeding 
from the alternate Senſe of Pleaſure and Pain. So 
when we are preſs'd with Hunger and Thirſt, we 
ought not preſently to covet the plentiful Tables and 
ſuperfluous Banquets of the Great; but rather fuch 
a Diet, as being eaſily prepar'd, may ſatisfy the Cra- 
vings of our Nature, without nauſeating and giving 
us a Surfeit. To this End, the Divine Providence has 
ſcatter'd up and down the Surface of this Globe, an 
infinite Variety of Roots, Herbs, Fruits, Seeds, with 
all Sorts of Corn and Pulſe. The Cattle afford us 
Plenty of Milk ; the Bees are no Niggards of their 
Honey ; the Fountains, Rivers, and Lakes abound 
with ever ſpringing freſh Supplies of ſweet refreſhing 
Water. We alſo have the Uſe of Salt, Oyl, Wine, 


and other exhilerating Beverages; that being content 


with ſo many Benefits and Enjoyments, we might pro- 
long our Lives in this World by Sobriety, as in a moſt 
pleaſant Garden or Paradiſe of Health. 


But, alas! inſtead of gratefully acknowledging the 


Bounty of Heaven, and pregnant Fertility of the 


Earth; inſtead of fitting mannerly down at the Table, 


which Gop has ſpread and cover'd for us with ſuch a 


= Train of Feſtival Dainties, we break the Rules of 
> Hoſpitality ; and ruſhing violently on the Creatures 
under his Protection, we kill and ſlay at Pleaſure, 
turning the Banquet to a cruel Maſſacre; being 
transformed into a Temper wholly Brutal and Vo- 
racious, we glut ourſelves with Fleſh and Blood of 


+ ſlaughter'd Animals. Oh! happy he that can con- 
tent himſelf with Herbs, and other genuine Products 


of the Earth; that ſleeps as well in a ſolitary Cave, 
upon a Bed of Moſs or Leaves, as in a Palace on a 


Couch of Down. He never wants, becauſe he never 
& deſires what is not in his Power. He is not burden'd 


with a Crowd of S2rvants and flattering Retainers ; 
nor his Repole diſturb'd with early and late Addreſſes 


of pretended Friends, oficious Sycophants, impor- 


- O 


tunate Petitioners, and other fretting Buſineſs of the 


2 World. 
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Why ſhould I longer then demur or heſitate ? 
What hinders me from preſently embracing a Courſe 
of Life, that promiſes ſo much Happineſs ? A Dif. 
Cipline that will at once free me from a Thouſand 
Tyrannies of Imperious Luſts, and Hoſtile Paſſions ? 
I ſhall then have no need of Money, or the Help of 
croſs grain'd Servants. I ſhall not want a Multitude 
of Goods, the needleſs Pageantry of ſuperfluous Or. 


naments, to make a dazzling Figure, and draw the 


Eyes of People to a Reverend Admiration. I ſhall 
be free from ſottiſh Drowſineſs, and turbulent Dreams, 
My Lungs will in my Sleep reſpire the Air with 
Eaſe: Whilſt gentle Slumbers, mix'd with happy 
Viſions, ſhall tranſport my Soul to unknown Worlds. 
No Fevers, Gouts, or Dyſenteries ſhall invade my 
Health, nor magiſterial Menaces of Empiricks be— 
ſpeak my certain Death, unleſs I will patiently ſubmit 


to all the needleſs Tortures they are contriving for me, 


and tamely ſwallow down their new-invented Poiſons, 
and be rack'd to Death in Hopes of Eaſe and Life. 
From all which horrid Circumſtances, a ſlender in- 
nocent Diet, not ſtain'd with the Blood of any Animal, 
will ſet me free. 

Holy Eremite, the Idea I have of this Manner ef 
Life, makes a profound and durable Impreſſion on 
my Soul. I am raviſhed with the Sentiments of Plan 
and Pythagoras, and reſolutely bent to undergo the 
Diſcipline of their Philoſophy. I will firſt endeavour 
to rid myſelf of vain Aftections, Habits, and pro- 
phane Negotiations of the Earth: Vil gradually die 
to all Concupiſcence and bodily Pleaſure, that ſo 
I may by equal Steps revive to the Corfemplation 0 
Celeſtial Things. Then being free from every Spot 
and Stain contracted in the Days of my Security and 
Careleſſneſs, my Thoughts and Works will be c- 


ceptable to Gop ; who in return, will certainly infuſe 


into my defecate Mind a fecret Virtue, the Magick 
of this Viſible World; which purifying my Soul yet 


farther, will prepare it for the lalt and higheſt on 
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of the Eternal Bounty to our Race whilſt in this 
"Life; to wit, a Power of doing Supernatural Things, 
and of Foretelling Events to come. 

Do thou but pray it may be ſo, and all the Powers 
of Hell can never prevail againſt me; For thou haſt 
the Ear of the Omnipotent. 


Paris, 3d of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1668. 


34 % 


LET $8. 336 


o Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire, 


N this Time of Wars with Nagarenes, when the 
1 Ottoman Fury is rouz'd and provok'd by Infidels ; 
zit will not be amiſs to expoſe the Nal:edneſs of 
ZE urope to the Supreme Divan, which is on Earth the 
cloſe Committee of the Coutt above. 8 

I chuſe to addreſs my Letter to thee, in Compli- 
ance with my former Orders, wherein thou ſeemedf: 
paſſionately deſirous to know the preſent State of 
( briſtendom. Gop give thee a perpetual Serenity, 


with a running Eye, a ſhaking Hand, or the Tooth- 
ach. As for me, I'm a perfect Magazine of Diſ- 
eaſes, a walking Hoſpital, the School of Æſculapius, 
where the neceſſary God has Scope to vent his Skill 
Jon all the various Kinds of Maladies, which afff ict our 
mortal Race: Gouts, Fevers, Cramps, and horrid 
, Dylenteries, are as common with me as my daily 
Diet. 

However, amidſt all theſe Afflictions, I ſerve the 
Cra Sigaior and my Friends with a cordial Alacrity; 
* Revver 


Scribe of the Scribes: May'ſt thou never be troubled 
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never grudging to ſacrifice my Eaſe and Health to the 
Intereſt of True Believers. 

The Face of Europe is much chang'd ſince the De. 
cline of the Roman Empire, and the Uſurpations of 
the Popes. That once mighty Monarchy is now 
ſhrunk into a very narrow Compaſs, being ſhut up 
within the Confines of Germany, which formerly wa; 


but a Province of the Antient Empire. All 7h i, | 


revolted. So are the Swwr//zs, and the United Stati 
of the Low-Countries. The Hans Towns, which in 
Time paſt paid Homage to the Emperor, have now 
ſhaken off the Yoke, and are become Independer: 
Commonavealths. Tranſylvania plays faſt and le 
with him, according as their Intereſt requires, 1. 


vonia laughs at his Menaces, as appears by the ' 


Anſwer they ſent to Charles V, when he demanded 
their Submiſſions, and that they would return to thei: 
Native Allegiance, otherwiſe threatning them wit} 
Fire and Sword. For all the Reply they made, was, 
That they knew the Emperor's Horſe would b. 
founder'd before he could reach the Frontiers of thei: 
Country. 

"Tis a general Obſervation, that ſince the Reign 
of Rodolph I, above 'Two Hundred Principalities ard 


States have fallen off from the Empire. And thoſe | 


that yet continue in their Obedience, I mean the 
Electoral Princes, claim ſo many Privileges, ſtand (o 
much upon Punctilio's and Prerogatives, that there 
remains now little more of the Imperial Majeſty an! 
Power, fave the bare Title and outward Pomp. I. 
is remarkable, That within theſe Three Hundred 
Years, no leſs than Nine German Emperors have been 


murder'd, and many more have been depos'd and 
baniſh'd. To ſum up all in a few Words: If we {ur- 
vey the preſent State of the German Empire accurate- | 


ly, if we pry narrowly into its true Circumſtances, 


we fhall find, that after all the Clatter of his noi 


Titles, the Emperer can call nothing properly bi. 


own, but his Hereditary Eſtate in Auſtria, which | 


hardly 
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hardly equivalent to the Territories of ſome Lords 


whom he calls his Vaſſals. 


The Germans in general are a rude, unpoliſh'd 


| People ; greedy of Novelties, inconſtant, raſh, per- 


© fidious, and very phlegmatick ; much addicted to 
© unnatural Luſts, and inceſtuous Copulations. It is 
recorded of Barbara the Enpreſt, Wife to Sigi/mund, 


another Me/alina, that after her Huſband's Death, 
her Confor adviſing her to reform her Manners, 
and live more chaſtly, like the Turtle; ſhe anſwer'd, 


VImuſt imitate the Life of Birds, wwhy not of a Sparrow, 
, well as a Turtle? Her Brother Frederick was much 


ſuch another: For at Ninety Years of Age he mur- 
der'd his Wife for the Sake of a Strumpet. And 
being adviſed to repent, and think of his Grave; 
he ſaid, I am now ſtudying my Epitaph, which I defign 


1 


* 


146 


Kall be comprized in theſe Wards : 


This is my Way to Hell; I know not 
what I ſhall find there: What J 
have left behind me, I know. I 
abounded in all Delights, whereof 
J carry nothing with me: Neither 
my dainty Meats, or pleaſant Wines, 
or whatſoever my fa iat Luxury 


exhauſted, 


* Drunkenneſs is ſaid to be the Original Sin of Ger- 
mary, from whence it ſpread itſelf into other Coun- 
Aries. They give this Character of a German, That 
he is an Animal which drinks more than he can 

J. carry: A Tun that contains more than he can ex- 
pres.“ They tell a Story of Four old Saxen, who 
| at 


* a—_—— . 
_- 
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at one Sitting drank as many Healths as they could 


make up Years amongſt them, which amounted t, | 
Three Hundred. And *tis recorded of a certain + 


German Count, That he uſed to make his Children 
whilſt yet Infants, drink luſtily, to prove whether 
they were of his own begetting or no: For if they 
grew ſick after it, he preſently concluded them to be 
Baſtards ; but if they could bear the Debauch wel 
he cheriſhed them as his own true Offspring. In z 
word, thou mayeſt have the ſame Idea of the Ger. 
mans at this Day, as Solyman the Magnificent had in 
his Time, who uſed to fay, ** I flight the Gerhart 


* above all other People of Europe, becauſe they ar. |, 


always at Diſcord among themſelves, nor can they 
« ever be united any more than my Fingers and 
% Toes. They cannot endure Labour, and are the 
« exceſſiveſt Gluttons and Drunkards in the World: 


„They always maintain a Regiment of Whores in 
«© their Camp. Their Generals take more Pride in 


« their Feathers, than in their Military Arms.” 

In a word, the German is fo over-run with all 
Kinds of Vice, that he wants nothing to make him 
a compleat Devil, but only a little Fincture of the 
Ttalian Qualities, according to the Proverb, Tdi 
Lalianato Ee un Diabolo Incarnato; A German Hala 
niz'd, is a Devil Incarnate. 

"Tis certain, the French have ſo weaken'd 'em on 
one Hand, and the Sawedes on the other; that con. 
dering the frequent Troubles they meet with from | 
the Hungarians, Bohemians, and other Tributary Ne | 
tions, beſides the Inteſtine Feuds of the Elednal 
Princes; we need not fear the blunted Talons of tie | 
Eagle, which are ſcarce ſtrong enough to ſupport | 
her tottering State, or prop her from falling into 


Ruin: So far is ſhe from being able to offend her & = 
Neighbours, that ſhe never makes War her Choice, 
or takes the Field but by Compulſion in her ow! |: 


Defence. 


Tllufrious | 


ET — —— 


- 
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Illuſtrious Hamet, I pray Gov inſpire the Victorious 
O Oſnans with Prophetick Courage and Reſolution, and 
the final Conqueſt of Germany will ſoon be the Prize 


of True Believers. 


Paris, 5th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1668. 


TS 


LET T-& KY 


: 
[ 
7. Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


HE Friendſhip that has been contracted be- 
| tween thee and me, ever ſince it was thy 
Fortune to ſerve the Grand Signior in that Station, 
obliges us both to mutual Sincerity. Beſides, the 
Duty and Allegiance we owe our Sovereign, requires 
Plain dealing between us. We ought to ſhun Flattery 
as the Bane of all friendly Engagements, the Peſt of 


the Courts of Princes, and the General Contagion 


which infects chiefly the moſt Effeminate Part of 
Mankind. Such as are theſe Veſtern Nazarenes, 


Who abound in a Thouſand little Complaiſances and 


falſe Civilities : Thus ſuffering their own Integrity 
to be corrupted, their Virtue and Faſtneſs of Spirit 


to be ſurprized and debauched ; whilſt their Friends, 


by theſe Means, not ſeldom run on Precipices, and 
fall into inevitable Ruin. In a word, they betray 


| * another and themſelves, out of pretended good 
Nature. | 


By what I have ſaid, thou wilt comprehend, that 
1 I da not reprove thee out of Spite, Envy, Malice, 
ſor an affected Gravity; when I tell thee, that you 


took wrong Meaſures, in endeavouring to ſet the 


rs Palace on Fire, or to poiſon him at his 
| Dinner. 
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Dinner. I told thee once before, that theſe prepoſt. 
rous Methods will never take Effect. Beſides, they 


will do the Grand Signior no Service. 


Though thou art ſeemingly engaged in the Caue 
of the Malecontents, remember that thy Buſinen 
is different from theirs. What ſignifies it to ther, 
whether the Hungarians have their Liberties, Rights, | 
and Privileges granted them, or no? Or wiz 


Reaſon haſt thou to eſpouſe the Intereſt of the Eva 
gelicks, rather than that of the Catholicks, any farther 
than as an Umbrage to cover the greater Deſign; 
thou haſt in Hand, as an Agent Incognito for the 
Grand Signior. Let the Jeſuits purſue their own 
Game, and the Proteſtants theirs : Stand thou 
Neuter in the main, and rather endeavour ty 
keep both Parties in a Counterpoize, than to tur 
the Scales for either. For the Sultan will gain by 
the Diviſions of the Nazarenes, Iet the Cale go 
how it will between themſelves. Beſides, ther: 
are Catholicks engaged in the Faction, as well a 
Proteſtants. "Tis rather a Civil Quarrel, than 1 
Religious one. The Nobles and Gentry of Hungaria 
and Tranſylvania are concerned for their Eltates, 
more than for their Churches. They ſee the [r- 
perial Court wants Money, and it is a Crime for 2: 
Hungarian to be rich. Thoſe that have the ſupreme 
Power in theſe Caſes, will find Reaſon enough to 


condemn a wealthy Lord, whether he be guilty nt 


not. 

'Tis this puts them upon caballing and entring into 
Confederacies, that ſo they may conſult the Meat. 
of their own Safety, and be in a Poſture to defend 
themſelves. 


I perceive the Count de Serini has made another 
Addreſs for the Government of Carolſtadt, and been 


repulſed ; 7/eb⁵ Earl of Haberſtein, and Knight 0: 
Malia, being appointed to ſucceed the Count « 4 
werſperg in that Honour. Which is an evident Siga, 
that the Emperor has no good Opinion of Se", 


notwithſtanding all his former good Services. And 
ths 


| 
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this is enough to alienate a Man of his great Courage 
and Merit. 
* Count Frangipani alſo has his particular Diſcon- 
"tents: So has Tatembach, with many other potent 
' Lords of Hungary and Croatia. Indeed, the whole 
Dody of thoſe Nations are diſobliged, and almoſt 
wearied out with the continual Oppreſſions of the 
Germans. 
: Nathan, thou wilt find it no hard Matter to bring 
them to a Neceflity of putting themſelves under the 
Grand Signior's Protection: *11s thy Part to cheriſh 
their Diſcontents. As for the Imperial Court, thou 
may'ſt perceive they are reſolv'd to mortify theſe 
People, and to take from them all Opportunities and 
| the very Capacity of rebelling, by not ſuffering the 
| Natives of Hungary and Croatia to poſleſs any Office 
| pf Command. 
| Every Party purſues its own Intereſts, and ſo muſt 
e ours. Self-Preſervation is the Root of all mutual 
Society and Juſtice, Take care of thyſelf, thy Friends, 
and the Cauſe thou art engaged in, and then thou 
deedeſt not fear any Qualms of Conſcience. In fine, 
J counſel thee to put in practice the Advice of one 
ef thy own Rabbi's, Jeſus Ben Syrach; Be not over- 
J . Wit 


0 Paris, 17th of the 11th Moon, 
1 = of the Year 1668. 
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ARTTRK . 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter | 
of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms | 


Conſtantinople, 


P thyſelf for ſurprizing News, and receive þ 
it with a Moderation becoming a Man. Oun. | 
miche our Mother is dead. One and the ſame Night | 
lodg'd her in the Apartments of Hymen, and the | 


Chambers of Death. Before the Days of the Nuytia! | 
Solemnities were over, the mournful Rites of he 


Funeral commenc'd: She made but one Remoy: 
from her Marriage-Bed to the Grave, 
If thou wondereſt, that a Woman of her Ay, 


being Seventy-five Years old, and having already hat | 
Two Huſbands, ſhould marry a Third; Know, that | 
it was not Dotage, but Diſcretion, which prompted 
her to take this Courſe. The Integrity, Wiſdon, | 


and prudent Conduct of Eliachim the Ferw, hat 


charm'd her Affections long ago, and improved he | 


Acquaintance with him into a ſtrict and virtuous 
Friendſhip. As a Mother, ſhe ow'd him Reſpect and 
Love for his conſtant Fidelity to me: And on he 
own Account, ſhe could not but entertain Sent 


ments of Eſteem and Gratitude for a Man, who bad 


been ſo nicely careful to preſerve her Perſon and 
Honour from Injury and Violence, ever fince ſee 
came to Paris. For he alone, among the min 


Myriads of People inhabiting this City, was tit 


only Confident both of her Secrets and mine. In 


a word, theſe Regards, with ſome others of Pict!, | 


Zeal and good Nature, made her willing to becoint 
his Wife, who in all Things had performed the Par 
of a Friend, and a Perion of Honour. F 

Beuce 


* 


1 


* 
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Beſides all this, it was really her Intereſt thus to 
gi ſpotc of her latter Days in a Foreign Conntry, where 
ſhe new no body but Eliachim and me. As for me, 
e conſidered that my Life was not only ſubject to the 
me Caſualties with other Mortals, and that I might 
ſnatched away by a Thouſand Deaths ; but that 
„Station here was very precarious s, and I might be 
_ recalled by my Superiors to Conſtantinople, 
| dr at lecaſt be removed to ſome other Poſt whither ſhe 
= ould not accompany me, being incapable of bear- 
g, at theſe Years, the Hardſhips and Fatigues of | 
1 ravel : That after my Departure, ſhe ſhould be | 
1 nlefted, contemned, and abandoned by all, but thoſe | 
no would defire her Death for the ſake of her Money | 
rd ſewels. | 
lsa theſe Circumſtances, to remain a Widow, pro- 
Wing the Faith of Mabomet, and believing the . 
Pran, in a Region and City ſwarming with Infidels, 
Would have been but an uncomfortable as well as a 
angerous Condition. Wherefore having had Expe- 
jence of Fliachin's Virtue, and incorrupt Manners, 
Pe alſo making Addreſies of Love to her, and giving 
Per Encouragement to hope that he would become a 
4 4 [v/ulman, ſhe yielded at laſt to the Thoughts of | 
| 1 Ang aim for her Huſband, and they were married | 
In the 7th of this Mon, in a private Synagogue of 
Wc 7:4; : For they are not allow'd a public; one in 
is City, as they are in many other Cities of Europe. 
My Mother appeared neither too dejectedly f lad, 
Per profuſely merry, during the nupiial Feaſt, Put 
Fomporting herſelf with a cheariul Reſervedneſs, 
| Fecmed to have her Thoughts rather fixed on ſome- 
| irg elſe, than the vain Ceremonies, Noiſe, and 5 
P lirth of the Company. It looks as if her Pro- 
eetick Soul was ſenſible of its approaching Neleaſe: 


_— „ 
o 


1 or, to be brief, ſhe was found dead in her Bed next 
WD orniag., 

. Brother, ſhe is now in her Sepulchre, at reſt from 

n | the Toils of Human Life. Let not this News affect 


ee with fruitleſs Melancholy, ſince Death is the 
© F common 
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common Fate of all Mortals. Rather advance ths 
Bliſs of our deceaſed Parent, with devout Oraifqr; 
for her Soul; remembring that e're long we ſhall be 
in the ſame Condition. For tho' Man, like a Mott 
be paſſionately enamour'd with the Light of this 
World: tho” he flutter and dance about it for a while, 
baſking in the Splendor and Warmth of his goa 
Fortune, yet at length he is conſum'd by the very 
Flame which gave him Nouriſhment, and falls a Vic. 
tim to his own Pleaſure. 


Paris, the 9th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Year 1669. 


LETTER VI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal $- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


T Sent thee a Letter ſome Days ago, wherein ! 
expoſed the general Nakedneſs, Imbecility, and 
languiſhing State of the German Empire in this Age. 

My Diſpatch abounded with Characters of their 
Vices : It has deſcribed exactly the preſent Eclipſe of 
antient Imperial Majeſty, Power and Strength, the 
Revolt of many Principalities and States, the Feud: 
and Diſcord of thoſe that yet remain in Obedience, 
and pay a ſeeming Homage to Cæſar; with many 
other Things, which, being well conſider'd, may for 
the future prevent, or at leaſt diminiſh that Coniter- 
nation and panick Terror, which uſes to ſeize the 
Hearts of Mauſſulmans, when we are in War with the 
Emperor. 

Now, as a farther Incentive and Encouragement 
to take up Arms againſt the Infidels ; as a Spur to 
certain Victory and Conqueſt, I will unlock the 

| Treaſures 
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"Treaſures of the Country, without taking Notice of 
the Inhabitants. And ſince nothing more excites the 
” Reſolution and Valour of military Men, than the 
Hopes of Plunder, and paſſing away a Campaign in 
Plenty of all neceſſary Comforts ; I will give thee 2 
true Account of the natural Dowry of thele Regions, 
the Riches of the Soil, and the Wealth, which Com- 
merce with other Nations, together with the Spoils 
of former Wars, the Induſtry of the People, and the 
Benevolence of Fortune have added to their Store. 

* Germany abounds in generous Wines, and thoſe 
more laſting than any other in Europe. The Rheniſb 


Wines will keep above Fifty Years. The Wines of 
the Necker are wholeſome, and clear as Water from 
the Rock: Thoſe of Franconia are ſtrong, and opera- 
tive; the Auſtrian Grape is ſweet and luſcious. Se- 
veral Roman Emperors have preferr'd the Fruits of the 


© German Vintage to thoſe of Tah and Greece, And 
© ſuch is the ſuperabundant Plenty of Vineyards, that 


gat a Place called S/utzard, there is a Proverb current, 
that They have more Wine than Water. If our Jani- 
= zaries knew this, they would be for an Expedition 
into Germany: Nay they temper their Mortar with 
Wine in ſome Places, and ſlack their Lime with it. 


They have ſtrong Beverages alſo made of Barley, 


Wheat, and other Grain, which they tranſport 
from Brunſwick, Breſiaw, Delph, Dantzich, Lubeck, 
and other Places, to moſt Countries in the North 
and Weſt of Europe. They likewite make a Sort of 
Wire of Honey, as ſtrong and ſweet as the Wine of 
2 Candy. 


There is Abundance of Frankincenſe and Myrrh 


in Moravia, of Saffron in Auſtria, of Liquorice in 
= {ranconia, of Madder for Dyers in Siieia, of Amber 


in Thuringia, 


There are innumerable Orchards full of all de- 


lectable Fruits; the Fields ſtand thick with Corn, 
the Paſtures are throng'd with Cattle, and they have 


a Breed of the ſtouteſt Horſes in the World. They 
have Timber enough to ſerve all the Nations in 
F 2 the 
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the World for Shipping. But that which is mot 
inviting, is the Variety of Mines of Gold, Silver, 
Copper, Lead, Tin, and Iron. Before America wi; 
diſcovered, Germany was the Peru and Potofi of all 
Europe. They have alſo Plenty of Marble as bright 
as Cryſtal. 

Beſides their Native and Domeſtick Riches, they 
have mightily improved their Stock by Foreign Com. 
merce ; exchanging their Superfluities for Thing; 
more precious, and of greater Value: Which in 2 
conſtant Courſe of Bartering, brings into the Gerne 
Coffers many Hundred Millions of Crowns in a Year, 
In a word, their Cities are ſo rich, that when they 
have been pillaged by an Enemy, the Booty of one 
City has been valued at Two Millions of Crowns in 
ready Money, beſides Plate and Jewels. The common 
Soldiers have made Hilts for their Swords and Dagger; 
of Gold and Silver; nay, ſome would make their 
very Helmets of the ſame Metals. Publick Gaming 
Tables have been ſet up in the Streets, and it has been 
common for a private Trooper to win or loſe Five or 
Ten "Thouſand Crowns at a Time; This would be 
rare Sport for our Janixaries and Spabi's. | 

I tell thee, Serene 1M::ifter, conſidering the in- 
menſe Wealth of Germany, and the Degeneracy of 
its Inhabitants, Providence ſeems to invite our Arms 
to make a Conqueſt of thoſe fertile Regions, and 
take from the Uncircumciſed the Goods which ſurſeit 
them. 'They abuſe the Gifts of Nature and Fortune, 
by employing them to the Ends of Vice ; whereas 
the True Believers, were they once poſſeſs'd of them, 
would turn them to virtuous Purpoſes, the publick 
Advantage, the Increaſe of the Empire, Glory of Gon, 
and Propagation of the Faith Undefiled. 


Paris, 13th of the 4th Icon, 
of the Year 1669. 


LETTER 
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EN 


7, Hcbatolla, Mir Argun, Superior of 


the Convent of Derviſes at Cogni 77 
Natolia. 


. WAS with a ſpecifick Kind of Joy not eaſy 


*, 4 4 *% 
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f > Ps * 7 
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to be defin'd, that I received thy venerable 
D.ipatch. I perus'd the welcome Orders therein con- 
tained with a Delight not in the leaſt inferior to his, 
Wo being abandoned to Diſtreſs and miſerable Po- 
verty, has by good Luck diſcovered a hidden wealthy 
Treaſure : For fo my Spirit is raviſhed, to find in this 
degenerate Ape, a rich Reſerve of Piety and Devotion 
to the ancient Prophets of Gop. 

I'm glad to hear the Character of John the Bapliſt, 
which I ſent thee formerly, was ſo well accepted by 
thee, and all the Religious under thy Charge, that 
thou vouchſafeſt only to accuſe the Shortneis of the 
Relation, deſiring a more particular Account of that 
Prophet's Manner of living, eſpecially of his Abſti- 
nence, and what may be the moſt proper Interpretation 
of the Grecian Word dufid as, mentioned in the 
Hiſtory of his Life. 

Praiſe be to Gop, who has inſpired thee with this 
critical Regard to one of his moſt holy Meſſengers. I 
revere thy learned Soul, and that accompliſh'd In- 
tellect which is ever buſy, prying into weighty and 
Important Matters. I honour thy impartial Mind, 
which ſcruples not to pay th' Attach that is due to a 


Faint, tho” of the Chriſtian Kalendar. If we ſhould 


re)c& all that the Followers of Fe/us do, we ſhould 

neither Faſt, Pray, give Alms, or perform any other 

good Works. Therefore in this, theu art an ex- 

emplary Pattern to the rigid, ſuperſtitious Sort of 
Þ 


3 Muſſulman 
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Mufſulman Fanaticks, who bear an endleſs Grudy, 
againſt all thoſe that are not of their narrow Faith, 
and dark Opinion. 

Glory be to Gop, with whom the WORD wy 
(rn from the Dawning of Eternal Light, before the 

orning of his Works had peep'd o'er the Mountain; 
of the antient Chaos, or penetrated the dark Abyſ; 
and miſty Vale of Nothing, and painted the Tops of 
the Creation, the higheſt Ranks of Beings, with 
Splendors of the early Day. Before the Sun had 
drank the immortal Hale in, and ſpong'd up all the 
viſible Beams, to ſqueeze them out again upon the 
Moon and Stars, and on the lower World. That 
WORD remains for ever, and at a determined Hour 
became incarnate, in the Perſon of Jeſus the Son of 
Mary, as the Holy Alcoran informs us. 

In thoſe Days John the Baprift went into the 
Wilderneſs, and preached Repentance to the Je, 
foretelling the near Approach of the Meas. The 
ſacred Hero made a Cave his Reſidence ; and at firſt, 
to wean his Body from all Softneſs, he wore a Vet 
or Shirt of Camel's Hair, which was girt about hin 


with a Belt made of that painful and religious Crez. 


ture's Skin, to put him in mind, that he was born 
for holy Labours, Toils, and Mortifications. He had 
no Table ſpread with far-fetch'd coſtly Dainties ; no 
Diſhes Erafmm'd with bloody and large inventories of 
Birds, four-footed Beafts, and Fiſh. His Diet was 
iimple, cheap, and innocent, eaſy to bei got in every 
Wood or Field, without the Detriment of his Fellow- 
Animals. For he either contented himſelf with a 
Repaſt on Honey, which he found in hollow Trees ; 
or on a Kind of Manna, a ſweet Dew falling on their 
Leaves, and there condens'd by heavenly Influence ; 
or elſe it was a Kind of luſcious Moiſture, which he 
ſucked from certain Plants, perhaps not much unlike 
our Sugar-canes. For thus Interpreters do diſſer about 
the Words 73 par 4 yew. Whatever it was we may 
conclude it to be ſome ſlender, light, and eaſy Nou- 


riſument: And when this Diet fail'd him, or his me 
mac 
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mach requir'd a little more Variety, he banqueted on 


what the Grecians call'd aid eg. Some will have theſe 


to be a Kind of Locufts or Graſboppers, a Meat indulg'd 
the Jus by Moſes in the Law, The Syrians alſo 


counted them a Dainty ; ſo did the antient Parthians, 
as Ariſtotle and Pliny tell us. And my Countrymen 


the Arabians eat of them to this Day. Others are of 
© Opinion, that theſe #«pilz5s were a Sort of little 


Shell-fiſh, ſuch as Crabs, Crayſſb, or Shrimps, which 


Nature has generally lodg'd in Holes along the Banks 
of Rivers. A pleaſant, temperate Sort of Diet, com- 
mended for their Virtues in expelling Poiſon, and 
being Remedies for the Strangury, and Antidotes to 
cure the Biting of mad Dogs. 


The divine Prophet therefore oft frequenting the 


Waters of the River Jordan, wherein he uſed to 
—- waſh his Converts and Diſciples ; theſe Men ſuppoſe, 
> he took Occaſion to allay his Hunger with. theſe 
little Shell-fiſh which he might eaſily take in 
mighty Numbers from their watry Neſts. And they 
= enceayour to ſtrengthen this Opinion, by aſſerting, 
That the Food which the Waters afford us, is much 
more pure and holy than what the Earth brings forth, 
in regard the Earth lies under the Malediction of 
= Gop ever ſince Noah's Flood, whereas the Waters 
never were curs'd. Hence, ſay they, it is very 
x prone, that the conſecrated Hero would not defile 


is ſpotleſs Life with curſed Banquets from the Earth, 


a but rather choſe to appeaſe his Hunger with the 
7 — rmleſs, bleſſed, and wholeſome Product of the 
5 aters. 


If thou wilt have my Opinion after all, I'm apt to 


think theſe axpi les were nothing elſe but the tender 
= Tops of Plants, ſuch as we call Aparagus, or per- 
> haps they were the wild Apples of the Wood, and then 
we may ſuppoſe there's 10 


ome Miſtake in the Greet 
Copy, 4xpid'es for dug. Or it may be, the holy 
Prophet in the proper Seaſon of the Vear, did uſe to 
crop and eat the Ears of Barley, and then the Word 
ſhould be katpudts, For what could be more ſweet 
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and pleaſant to an abſtemious Man, than to ſuſtain his 
Life with Fruits, Grains, Herbs, or Roots? Nor 
did the Malediction reach the Vegetables, but only 
the Animal Generations, from which a perfect Man 
abſtains. 

Certainly thoſe, who out of an Averſion for Purity, 
Prayer, and Faſting, turn themſelves from human 
Bodies to Swine, and from religious Abſtinence to 
ſavage gormandizing on Fleſh, ſeem to derive their 
Pedigree from a Race of Devils : Eſpecially ſuch as 
after the manner of Spiders, gathering Poiſon from 
the Flowers of Piety, blaſpheme this ſacred Virtue of 
Abſtinence, and call it by the infamous Name of Su- 
perſtition. 

For if the Veneration we pay to Gop conſiſt in the 
Knowledge, Love, and Fear of his Divine Majeſty, 
with Adoration and Praiſe of his Eternal Attributes; 
it follows, that we ought to worſhip him with the 
moſt fervent Application of our Spirits. But this re- 
ligious Ardor cannot ſubſiſt in any Soul, whoſe Body 
is not mortified; nor can the Body be mortified with- 
out Auſterity, which always is accompany'd with 
rigorous Faſting and Abſtinence from Fleſh. Where- 
fore if we aſcend to Gop by the very ſame Degrees 
as we fall from him, it follows, that Abſtinence is 
the firſt Step to Immortality and ſupreme Happineſs. 

I do not mean by Abſtinence, that natural Averſion 
which ſome Men have for Fleſh, who never durſt to 
taſte of any in their Lives, compelled to this by ſome 
occult Antipathy in their Stomachs. For ſuch a Ne- 
ceſlity cannot make a Virtue, it being common to 
Men and Brutes ; there being many Animals, who 
faſt from all Provender certain Seaſons of the Year, 
and others that taſte not ſome kinds of Food during 
their Lives : So there are ſome Men to whom Wine, 
Fleſh, Cheeſe, Apples, Herbs, and other Things 
are an Abomination from their Cradles. There have 
been others, who, by a Preternatural Neceſſity have 
liv'd ſome Days, Weeks, Months, and Years, with- 
out either Meat or Drinks. So Plato records, Th 
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Herus Pamphilins lay ten whole Days among the Dead 
Carcaſes of Soldiers flain in Battel; and when he 
was taken up to be laid on the Funeral Pile, they 
perceived him to be alive. Lattes tells us, That 
Pythagoras faited forty Days and forty Nights from 

ieat and Drink. From whom Hpollonius Tyaneus 
learned the Art of keeping almoit a perpetual Faſt, 
And theſe Modern Jimes afford us the Example 
of a Spaniard whom they call Alcautare, who every 
Moon uſed to faſt for jeven or eight Days together. 
So a famous German laid was diligently obſerved 
and watched, whilſt ſhe paſs'd away full ſeven Years 
Time without Meat, Drink, Sleep, or Excrements. 
France alſo boaſts another Virgin, who faſted above 
three Vears together. 

Such Abſtinences as theſe are not to be put to the 
Account of Virtue, in regard they were not the 
Effects of human Choice, but the Decrees of Fate. 
So would our Abſtinence be depraved, if we ſhould 
only practiſe it, as the old Centiles did, who forbore 
to kill or eat ſome certain Beaſts, becauſe they held 
them conſecrated to their Gods. As the Deg to 
Diana, the Tyger to Bacchus, the Horſe to Neptune, 
me Wolf to Mars, the Eagle to Jupiter, the Peacock 
to Juno, the Swan to Apollo, the Dave to Venus, the 
Owl! to Minerva. Nor need we to abſtain on the 
Account of the Soul's 'I'ranſmigration; for fo we 
cught to forbear the Vegetable Products of the 
Earth, as well as Animals, fince the Soul is indiſte- 
rent to all Bodies in its ſeparate State. 

But our Reaſon in this Point ought to take its 
Kite from the fundamental Law of Nature, the Origt- 
Lal Jultice of che World, which teaches us, Not 16 do 
tat to another, which we avauld not have another da o', 
5, Now fince *us evident, That no Man would wil- 
lingly become the Food of Benſts; therefore, by the 
lame Rule, he ought not to prey on them. Next to: 
this Foundation of our Abllicence, we ought to build 
Far Aims at the Perfection of our Natate, which 
cannot be acquired but by Degrees: We muſt en- 
| F 5 dcavour 
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deayour to abate the Aliment, of our Concupiſcences, 
by exhaling the ſuperfluous and groſſer Vapours of 
our Blood in ſacred Faſts and Oraiſons. Then we 
ſhould refreſh our fainting Body with Food affording 
little Nouriſhment and Pleaſure ; That ſo our vain 
Affections, Appetites, and Luſts, may gradually die: 
whilſt the pure Mind revives, and being free from the 
groſs Vapours ariſing from too much, and too fatten- 
ing Meats and Drinks, the Films which darken'd her 
Sight fall off : and ſhe can better now diſcern the 
naked Forms of Things by her own ſimple Intuition, 
than before ſhe could through all borrow'd Spectacles 
and other Opticks of Book-Philoſophy : alſo ſhe will 
more eaſily raiſe herſelf to the Contemplation and 
Science of Divine Eternal Things. He therefore that 
in earneſt will apply himſelf to the Study of accom- 
Pliſh'd Sanctity, muſt firſt by Faſting exhauſt the 
Marrow from his Bones, the Fatneſs from his Fleſh, 
the wild and rampant Spirits from his Nerves, and 
then he muſt purge the Words and Actions of his 
Life from Vice. When this is done, the Soul be- 
cometh a pure Tabula Raſa, and 1s fit for the Impreſ- 
ſions of celeſtial Virtue. 

Thoſe who labour under acute Diſeaſes, run great 
Hazard of their Lives, according to Hippocrates, unleſs 
their Diet be accommodated with proportionate Re- 
gard to the Quality and Time of the critical Fits or 
Paroxyſms. But thoſe who are entangled with Vice, 
do labour under far more dangerous Diſtempers, 
than ſuch as aflit the Body. Wherefore the Prophet, 
our Holy Lawgiver, like a wiſe Phyſician, appointed 
certain Seaſons of the Year for ſacred Abſtinences, 
Faſtings, Pilgrimages, Vigils, and other holy Exer- 
ciſes, eſpecially the mighty Faſt and Vigil of Rame- 
zan, wherein tho” it be not forbid to eat of Fleſh 
after the Stars appear at Night, yet none but looſe 
and indevout Believers take that Liberty; whereas 
the better Sort content themſelves with an aſcetick 
Diet. The Hebrews faſted with unleavened Bread, 
and a little Salad: the Chriftians alſo taſte no Fleſh 
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on their prohibited Days: And ſhall the Mu/ulmans 
be greater Libertines than theſe Infidels ? 

O Hebatolla! how radiant is the Luſtre of a Lamp 
when ſhining through a clean, and fine, defecate 
Cryſtal ! So does the Soul diſplay the Rays of her 
immortal Virtue round about, when ſhe inhabits in 
a well purified, chaſte, and almoſt pervious Body. 
Wherefore it is abſolutely neceſſary for him to at- 
tenuate his Body with perpetual Temperance and 
Abſtinence, who conſecrates himſelf to Virtue and 
Devotion. He will not be enſnared or catch'd by any 
Baits of Luxury or Voluptuouſneſs ; nor yet affright- 
ed from his conſtant, ſober Courſe of Life, by any 
Pain or thwarting Accident : No Frowns or Menaces 
ſhall divert him from his noble Purpoſe : But he will 
ſo nouriſh his Body all his Life, that it ſhall never be 
furfeited or over-fill'd with Meats. And ſuch is the 
Magick of this ſacred Virtue, that it can never be 
hurt, much leſs ſubverted by all the Machinations of 
evil Demons, or the malicious Attempts of Men. 
But it proceeds from Strength to Strength, and fights 
the Combat valiantly, till having overcome at laſt, it 
triumphs for ever, and receives the Palm, the Crown 
and Chaplet of Divine Reward in Paradiſe, 

Holy Preſident, pray that I may practiſe what I 
ſo admire, and not be ſelf- condemned for living con- 
trary to my Knowledge. For Gop neither loves a 
double Tongue or Heart, neither delights he in 
Feet or Hands that are ſwift and nimble to do 


Miſchief, 


Paris, 13th of the 4th Noon, 
of the Tear 1669. 
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r VI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


N OW the Chriſtians are in a general Conſternation 
for Candy: The Pope has ſent Letters to all the 
Princes that are in his Communion, inviting and preſ- 
ſing them to ſuccour that diſtreſſed Iſland. Levies 
are making every where; and the King of France, 
who ſeeks all Occaſions of Glory, appears the moſt 
forward of any to aſſiſt the Republick in this fatal 
Juncture. The Duke of Beaufort, and Chevalier 4? 
Vendeoſme, are appointed to lead the Forces deſign'd 
for that Service. They are gone to Toulon, in order 
to embark. The Pope has ſent the Duke of Beaufor! 
a Breve, declaring him General of the Troops Eccle- 
Haſtick that are to ſerve in Candy; and for his greater 
Encouragement, he has ſent him the Pontifical Stan- 
dard. In the mean while there is a Triple League 
concluded between the Emperor, the King of Spain, 
the King of England, the King of Swwedeland, and the 
States of Holland. 
There is great Joy in Portugal for the Birth of th 
Inſunta, who is call'd Elizabetha- Maria- Louiſa. She 
was born the 6: of the firſt Moon; and on the 18: 
the Empreſs of Germany was alſo delivered of a 
Daughter. Theſe Wekern Queens are very pregnant; 
Not a Year paſles without the Birth or Baptiſn of 
ſome Royal Infant. 
This is all the News at preſent ; but to oblige thee, 
1 wil lay ſomething of Zaly, which is eſteem'd the 
Garden of Ease. Nay, Conſtantine I alioligus, Em- 
peror of Greece, was wont to fay, Unleſs I had been 
@/jurid by De Learned and Hos Men, that Paradi/e 
was ſeated in ia, 1 frould have ſworn that Italy had 
teen the Place. : 
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It is moſt certain, 7zaly is a delectable Country 
abounding in Riches and Pleaſures. The Eye is not 
ſatisſied with ſeeing the infinite Variety of Beauties, 
which grace this happy Region. Such is the lovely 
Intermixture of Hills and Valleys, Groves and Plains, 
Palaces and Gardens, that a Traveller is raviſli'd as 
he paſles on the Road. But this is not all : She is 
as rich as fair. No Country in the World can match 
Italy, for the Plenty and Variety of excellent Wines; 
only they are of no long Continuance. Above all 
the reft, Travellers commend that Sort which they 
call Lachryme Chriſti, or the Tears of Chriſt, for its | 
delicious Taſte : which when a Dutchman once taſted, | 
he burſt forth into this Exclamation; O Cori, why « [04 
didft not thou weep in my Country? At Papia tnere are 4 
a Kind of Aromatick Grapes which leave a fragrant 
Odour in the Mouth of him that eats them. It is 
recorded of a certain Roman Lord, That when he 
was in Priſon half dead with Melancholy, he drank 
a Glaſs or two of this generous Wine, which ſo re- 4% 
viv'd his Spirits, that inſtead of deſpairing, as he was | 
ready to do before, he wrote a Treatiſe, intituled, De 
Confolatione. | | 
Beſides, ah abounds in Cattle, Sheep, Fowls, 
Mines, Rocks of Alabaſter, Marble, Porphyry, Coral, 
Ophirs, Agats, Chalcedonis, Azures, and innumerable 
other precious Stones. Hence it comes, that in this 
Country are ſeen the moſt Glorious and Magnificent ; | 
Temples of the World. i} | 
But this ſo fair and wealthy a Spot cf Ground is | 
inhabited by a very wicked Sort of People; they are 
quite degenerated from the Virtues of their Anceſtors, 
They are a Baſe, Effeminate, Sly, Sodomitical Race 
of Men, Covetous, Revengeful, and Inexorable. I 
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[3 
have heard a Story of twa Lalian Brothers that were | | 
walking one Night in the Fields, it being a very 165 

ky y 0 ” MY FF IN 
ſerene Sky ; when one of them looking fledſaſtly on . 


the Heavens, with'd, he {a4 as many Oxen as there wvere 
Stars. The other wiſh'd, he had a Field as large as 4e 
Firmament. What ærcu d you do with t ? laid the firſt, | 

Les | 


110 Letters writ by Vol. VII, 


Let your Oxen graze there, reply'd he, But as they 
proceeded in this Kind of fooliſh, looſe Diſcourſe, 
they kindled each other's Anger; and at length, fall- 
ing from Words to Blows, kill'd one another on the 
Spot. Behold the Conſequence of their covetous De- 
fires! "They are extremely addicted to Revenge, and 
are as dextrous at poiſoning as the Ida Princes. A 
certain French Author gives us a very compendious 
Account of the Benefits a Stranger gets by travelling 
into /taly, in theſe Words; Ve go into Italy, ſays he, 
ewith incredible Charges, only to purchaſe the mere 
Shadow of Ciwvility, and we bring back from thence the 
whole Syſtem of Vices. The Milaneſe teach us how to 
cheat. From the Yenetians we learn Hypocriſy. 
Rome transforms us into perfect Atheiſts and Liber- 
tines. Naples turns us to Satyrs. Florenceinſtruts us 
in the artificial Methods of poiſoning. There is not 
one City, which does not tincture us with ſome 
ſpecifick ill Qualities. 

Sage Hamet, in all my Letters to thee, I ſtudiouſly 
inſert ſome Remarks on theſe Weſtern Nations, that 
ſo I may gratify thy Wiſhes. Pardon the Want of 
Order ; for I write Things as they preſent themſelves 
to my Memory. Accept all in good Part from 
Mahmut, who obeys thy Commands chearfully, and 
honours thee without Flattery. 


Paris, 12th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1669. 
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LETTER IX. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


HOU may'ſt regiſter in the Archives of the Sa- 
cred Empire, That Don John of Auſtria is made 
perpetual Governor of the Low-Countries under the 
Spaniſh King's Obedience. He is alſo Viceroy, and 
Vicar-General of Arragon, Catalonia, and Valentia. 
But it 1s fit for thee to know alſo, That this is ſo far 
from being eſteem'd by that Prince a Happineſs, 
that he counts it his greateſt Misfortune, in regard 
"tis no better than an honourable and irrevocable 
Baniſhment from the Court of Spain; where his 
Royal Blood and Merits are out-maſter'd by the 
Genius of a certain Prieſt, whom they call Father 
Nitard. This Man is very ambitious, always aiming 
at high Matters; yet admir'd by no body for his 
Learning, Beauty, or any other good Qualities, 
Only the Queen of Spain is pleas'd to make him her 
Favourite. 

He cou'd ne'er buckle to the Humour of Don John; 
and hence aroſe a ſecret Envy between 'em, which 
afterwards burſt forth into open Animoſities, Feuds, 
and Quarrels : So that at the laſt the Favourite got the 
Day, and Dom Fohn was forc'd to quit the Field, 

It is impoſſible to trace the Sovereigns of the Earth 
in the Footſteps of their Royal Conduct; or elſe one 
would of courſe conclude, 'That ſo great a Prince as 
this, of the ſame Lineage as the Queen herſelf, ſhould 
have eaſily eclips'd the borrow'd Lufire of an upſtart 
Minion. But Monarchs have ſpecifick Reaſons to 
themſelves, which others cannot penetrate. 

Perhaps this cunning Prieſt uſed a Trick like that 
of a Soldier in the Army of Alexander the Great: 
Who being of an ambitious Spirit, and coveting to 
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make ſome greater Figure than that of a private 
Centine], conhider'd Alevander's Humour, and how t 
hit it. He knew, that his Heroick Mzaſter took de- 
light in any Thing that was bold and brave. But 
how to come into his Preſence, he was ignorarr. 
At length, he pitch'd upon this Method. One Day, 
as Alexander was debauching with his beloved Far- 
menio, Hepheſlion, Lyſimachus, and other Officers; 
this Fellow (whoſe Name was Chtus) put himſels 
into a Mimick Dreſs of War, counterfeiting himſelf 
mad, and dancing the Pyrrhick Meaſures, with 
his brandiſh'd Sword, kill'd five new-liſted Soldiers 
lately come from Colchis. The Guards ſoon ſeiz'd 
upon him; and it being a Tragical Novelty, the 
News was carried to the King; who caus'd the Fel- 
low to be brought before him. And examining him 
on the Point, C/ytus anſwer' d, Great King, thoſe 
« Five Men, whom I have kill'd, had conipir'd to 
„take away thy Life this Day, being hir'd thereto 
« by the King of Colchis, and therefore ſent into 
«« the Army. Their Tent being next to mine, I 
* had an accidental Opportunity laſt Night of over- 
«« hearing their Diſcourſe, when they were plotting 
« together the Time, the Place, and Manner cf 
„ thy Death. I kept a Watch upon them, and 
« obſerv'd their Motions from that Moment. For, 
though I knew the Hour appointed by them for 
* this execrable Regicide, yet I was ſollicitous leſt 
© {ome ill Fate ſhould prompt the Ruflians to ante- 
% date their own Reſolves, and haſten a Murder, 
« whole Delay might elle diſcover their Deſigns, er 
at lealt prevent em. Therefore I took this mad 
« Diſguiſe, to execute the ſobereſt and molt important 
„ Purpole that e'er I ſram'd in all my Days; Which 
« was at once to ſave the Life of the World's. Con- 
«« querer, and get myſelf Immortal Honour by the 
% happy Deed.“ 

After proſound Deliberation of the drunken Ca- 
binet Council, Alexander approved the Fact, and 
order'd Publick ELonours to be done to his Deliverer. 

According 
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According to the Macedonian Cuſtom, he veſted him 
with purple Robes, and gave him a Chain of Gold, 
admitting him to the latter End o' th' Banquet, and 
afterwards eſteeming him above his moſt familiar 
Friends. Till ſuch another Debauch as this, but 
more unfortunate to Chhtus, at once depriv'd him of 
the King's Favour and his own Life: So inconſtant is 
the State of Human Greatnels. 2 | 
Sage Hamet, the Favour of Princes is like a Reed 
of Egypt, which either tranſpierces him that leans 
upon it; or flinches from the Burden, and ſo gives 
him a Fall, which moſt times plunges him o'er Head | 
and Ears in the choaking Mire of popular Hatred. | 
Gop grant thou may*ſt never be cruſhed to Death | 
from above, by the Weight of the Sultan's Diſplea- 
ſure, or undermined from beneath, and ſwallow'd up 
in an Earthquake rais'd by the Muititude, 


Paris, 18% F the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1669. 's 


LETTER &. 


To Hebatolla, Mir Argun, Superior of 
the Convent of Derviſes at Cogni in 
Natolia. 


1 wilt not be diſpleaſed to hear of a mighty 
King, that lay ing aſide his Diadem and Sceptre, F 
and abandoning the Height of human Glory, has con- | 

ſecrated himſelf to a private religious Life, vowing 
perpetual Poverty, Chaſtity, and Obedience. + 
Yet this is true of John Caſimir, late King of Po- 
land, who from a ſovereign Monarch is become an 
humble Subject, and having forſaken the Pleaſures 
| and 


114 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 


and Magnificences of his Royal Palace, voluntarily 
confines himſelf to the narrow Circumſtances and 
Auſterities of a monaſlick Life. 


He choſe France for the Place of his Retreat from | 


his own Kingdom; and the Abbey of Sr Germains near 
Paris as his Sanctuary from all worldly Affairs. He 
was magnificently received and entertained in every 
City through which he Had. And on the 4th of 
the 11th Moon, he made his firit Entry into the 
Moſque or Church of the Convent, where he made 
his Vows in Quality of Aboot, or Superior of that 
Houſe : For which they ſolemnly ſung their 7: 
Deum, or a Song of Praite to Gop. And the Court 
of France ſeems to be proud of the Honour this 
Prince has done it, in retiring hither, and making it 
the Theatre of ſuch 710us Reſolves, the laſt Stage of 
his Pilgrimage on Earth, where he will bid adien 
to the vain Pageantries of Honour, Wealth, and 
Empire ; and having ſhaken off the glittering Burden 
of a Crown, with all the other Clogs of elevated 
Mortality, he will the eafier climb to Paradiſe. 


Abllracting from the particular Superſtitions of the 


Nazarenes, I cannot but commend the ſage Under- 
taking of King Caſimir; who in this ſeems to outgo 
the noiſy oſtentous Action of Adrian, one of the 
Raman Emperors: For he only once celebrated in 
outward Pomp his own Funeral, by Way of Type 
or Figure; making a ſplendid Cavalcade, before 
which his Coffin was carried in a Kind of Mock- 
Triumph: As if, after all his ViQories, at laſt he 
had led Death himſelf Captive, Whereas this hin- 
der'd not, but that he returned again to the Vanities 
which in this publick Emblem he ſeem'd to deſpiſe ; 
and from a Dramatick Conqueror, he became a real 
Slave. His perſonated Mortification in the Streets 
ended in his ordinary Paſliens at home : And he had 
a ſtronger Inclination to the Bed of Voluptuouſneſs 
2 Night, than he ſeemed to have by Day to his 
rave. 


But 
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But this Heroick King of the Po/es is really gone 
into his Sepulchre. [For no better is a Monaſtery 
in my Opinion. ] He has tranſlated the Seat and 
Throne of his Kingdom to a Tomb; not for Three 
or Four Hours, to make a Shew, but there really 
to lead a dying Lite, or living Death ; and reign 
in funeral Majeſty all the reſt of his Days. For to 
be thus Recluſe from the World, is to be buried 
alive. 

O Venerable and Benign Derwiſe, pardon the fa- 
vourable Opinion I have of this Chriſtian Monarch, 
I do not patronize his Errors in applauding his Vir- 
tue. Beſides, it is the general Faith of Mu//u/mans, 
That, let a Man be a Cyriſian, a Few, or Pagan, 
provided he lives up to the beſt Light he has, he ſhall 
be ſaved. And the holy Prophet himſelf gave us 
Encouragement to believe ſo. | 

Thou wilt at leaſt conclude this King to be more 
pious and worthy of Praiſe, than one of his Prede- 
ceſſors, who uſurp'd the Poliſhi Crown. This was Ula- 
diſſaus V, who having enter'd into a ſolemn League 
with one of our former Sultans living in his Time, 
and taken an Oath thereupon, giving alſo the Eucha- 
riſt (or that which they eſteem the Body of Chri/t } 
in Hoſtage ; yet ſoon after broke the Articles that he 
had fign'd and ſworn to, and for the Performance of 
which he had pawn'd his Gop. ' f 

This ſo provok'd the Grand Signior, that he had 
recourſe to his Arms for Juſtice, and invaded Poland 
with a mighty Force. To repel which, Uladi/laus 
alſo levied an Army, and met him in the Field, But 
Juſt as they were going to give Battle, the Sultan took 
out of his Boſom the pawn'd Euchariſt, with the Ca- 
pitulations, agreed upon, and ſworn to between them. 
Then holding the Wafer in one Hand, and the Articles 
in the other, he cried out, in the Hearing of both 
Armies; “O thou Crucified Gop of the Chriſtians, 
** behold thy perfidious Adorers, who have given 
** thee to me as a Pledge of their Faith and Truth in 
* what they have ſworn; yet in a moſt impious 
« Mauner 
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% Manner they have violated their Oath. If thou 
* art a Gop, chaſtiſe them now by my Means, for 
their abominable Perjury, and Prophanation of thy 
« Name.” His Prayer was heard of Heaven: For 
the victorious O/nans gave a total Overthrow to the 
Infidels: and that blaſphemous Prince was himſelt 
Kill'd in the Battel. 

Whatever various Forms of Religion there be in 
the World; we know there is but One True God, 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, Conſervator and Gower- 
nor of Men. He connives at the invincible Ignorances, 
Frailties, and Infirmities of our Mortal Race. He 
accepts the good Works and ſincere Vows of Pagan: 
and the Uncircumciſed, as well as thoſe of the True 
Believers, and Followers of the Prophet. But he 
abhors and puniſhes all Injuſtice, Perjury, Treaſon, 
both in One and the Other. For he has no partial 
Regards for this Nation or Perſon, more than that. 
They are all equally the Works of his Hands; and 
his Care is alike over all. 

The Sun runs from the Eaſt to the Weſt : In his 
daily Circuit he illuminates and warms this Hemi- 
ſphere; and by Night our Antipodes enjoy his Favours 
and welcome Influences. At one time of the Year 
he comforts the North, at another he revives the South. 


'There is no Part of the Globe, which in due Seaſon 


does not rejoice in his all-chearing Beams. 
The Moon never flacks or deviates from her wonted 
Courſe ; but from the Creſcent to the Wane, obſerves 
the Laws of him that made her. She is exact in 
timing the Flux and Reflux of the Sea: And ſhe guides 
the wandring Mariners by Night. The Inhabitants 
of the Arctic and Antarick Circles wait for her Light, 
when the Sun abſents himſelf for half the Year. As 
ſoon as they ſee the Chariot of Diana appear on the 
Road of their Heaven, every Man claps his Hands for 
oy. They rouſe from their domeſtick Dulneſs and 
lelancholy ; they come out of their Dens and Caves. 
With Dances and Songs they welcome the Approach 
of the beautiful Goddels ; knowing that the 1 
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ſecond Remove from the Eternal Light; the Mirror 
of the Sun, in which that glorious Planet may ſee 
his Face; in whole, by Reflexion, we ſee the Face 
of GoD. 

So do the Stars keep on their various Traverſes 
through the Heavens. Each Conſtellation faithfully 
maintaining its Poſt ; each Planet purſuing its Road, 
Wailſt all together, at ſo vaſt a Diſtance, appear a 
lying Camp, never ſetting N their bright Pavilions 
but by Night, and in the Morning taking them 
down again. This may be called the Army of Hea- 
ven, the Hoſt of Gop, embattel'd in the Firmament, 


to guard his Friends on Earth, and to chaſtiſe his 


Enemies. 

To deſcend lower yet into our Sublunary Elements; 
we find the Rain, Hail, Snow, Winds, Thunder, 
Lightning, and otherMeteors, are impartially ſcatter'd 
up and down the Climates of the Earth; I do not 
mean by Chance, but by the Univerſal Providence 
which governs all Things, As the Alcoran expreſſes 
it : „ *Tis he directs the Seminal and Prolifick 
« Showers to Barren and Deſart Places: Doubtleſs 
„e this is a Sign of his Divize Unity. 

in fine all Provinces and Corners of the Earth 
bing forth their proper Fruits in Seaſon, And the 
Negroes of Mick and America, though groſs Idola- 
ters, and ſome of them worſhipping Infernal De- 
mons, yet enjoy God's Bleſſings, and live as plentiful- 
Iv, with as much Content and Joy, as we that adore 
tis Eternal Unly. 

Every Nation takes up their Religion on the Credit 
of their Prieits ; and ſo long as they obſerve the Na- 
tural and Moral Law imprinted in their Hearts, the 
indulgent Judge and Father of Men will diſpenſe 
with thoſe that err, in Obedience to the Poſitive 
Laws of their Nation: For Sedition is like Magick, 
edious to God and Man, and equally liable to Uni- 
verſal Puniſhment. 

Once more, O pious Father of the Derwi/es, I beg 
of thee to pardon the Freedom I take, in diſcourſing 
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of Religious Matters in thy Preſence, who art a Light 
to the Blind, a Guide to thoſe that err ; a Reſolver 
of Doubts, an Arbitrator of difficult Queſtions ; the 
only Oracle of thy Province. 

I endeavour not to inform thee, but to diſentangle 
mylelf from Error; and teſtify, that tho' I honour 


Gop and his Prophet, yet I think there is no need of 
a Falſhood to defend the Truth. 


Paris, 7th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 


DUET. SK Ah 
To Uſeph, Baſſa. 


EAT H has of late celebrated a triple Triumph in 

the Court of Fance; having led away Captives 

to the inviſible World, the Cardinal Duke of Vendoſene, 

a Ducheſs of the ſame Title, and Henrietta Maria, 

late Queen of Great Britain, being the Relict of 

King Charles I, and youngeſt Daughter to Henry IV 
of France. 

Thou may'ſt alſo report to the Divan, that Caſimir, 
late King of Poland, is now at this Court; having left 
Poland, as 1001 as he ſaw Prince Mieſuorviſti elected 
his Succeſſor The Dukes of L2rrain and Neauburgh 
1 had ſeverally laid claim to that Crown, and levy'd 
Armies apart, in order to make good their Pretenſi- 
ons. But the Po/anders being aware of it, were re- 
ſolv'd not to bring themſelves under the Juriſdiction 
of any Foreigner, ſo long as there was a Prince of 
their own Nation carable of the Dignity ; and one 
who being the Son of King Caſimir, ſeems to have 
the beſt Title to his Father's Throne, whoſe Virtues 
he inherits, | 

Here 
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Here is alſo arriv'd the Prince of Tuſcany, who 
has travell'd through all Europe, and takes France as 
the laſt Kingdom in his Return Homewards: Pro- 
teſting he does this in good Manners, as preferring 
France to all the Nations in Chriſtendom, Indeed, he 
could do no lefs, in good Manners, than make this 
:\pology, which yet ſounds very flat to a Court fo 
rejiined as this; which might have expected his firſt 
Viſit, as a Token of his Regard ; ſince, tho' in Do- 
meſtick Proceſſions, Entries, and Cavalcades, thoſe 
of higheſt Dignity take the laſt Place; yet in foreign 
Embaſſies and Voyages, it is uſual for Princes to ad- 
dreſs to thoſe firſt, for whom they have the greateſt 
Eſteem. 

The Politicians here keep very ſecret the News 
that comes from Candy, which makes all Men con- 
clude, *tis none of the moſt proſperous. Iis gene- 
rally reported for a Truth, That Admiral Beaufort 1s 
either kill'd or taken Priſoner by the Ottomans ; and 
that the French have loſt near TWO Thouſand Men in 
this Undertaking. 

I wonder why the Painters always deſcribe Death 
in the Form of a naked Skeleton, a ſtary'd Syſtem of 
dry Bones. Whereas one would think, he ought to 
be pourtray'd as a Monſter, a Miracle of Fatneſs; 
ſince he is the greateſt Glutton in the World, hourly 
gormandizing on all Manner of Fleſh, and is the very 
Original, Univerſal Cannibal of Nature, who from 
the Beginning of the World has feaſted himſelf with 
human Bodies. But perhaps he has a bad Digeſtion, 
and none of all his raw and bloody Diet will afford 
Nutriment enough to form ſo much as a poor Skin to 
cover his Nakedneſs ; And therefore 'tis he 1s always 
drawn in this lean Figure. 

Courteous Baſ/a, ſuffer me from this vain Jeſt to 
fall into a ſerious Reflection on our Mortality, and 
tie frail State of Human Race. 

Man is but a fœtid Vapour, firſt exhaled from the 
Earth, and afterwards advancing, is condens'd to a 


Cloud, that ſo his Filthineſs may be concealed mow 
the 
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the Covert of a Skin, there in Secret to engender a 
Thouſand Meteors of fiery Paſſions, Luſts, Concu- 

iſcences, and extravagant Thoughts: Which in time 
Pur forth, and trouble all the World: Yet end at 
laſt in empty Smoak, Rain, Hail, or Wind, and are 
extinct almoſt as ſoon as they were form'd. 

The Elements of which we are compounded, may 
ſerve as Mirrors to repreſent the conſtant Mutability 
of our Nature. So the devouring Fire, when all its 
Fuel is ſpent, decays and dies. Earth, Air, and 
Water, all are ſubject to Corruption, and from 
thence our Generation takes its Riſe : Likewiſe thither 
we return again. This is the Eternal Circle of Na. 
tural Products. The Trees, the Flowers, with all the 
Vegetable Race ; the Birds, Beaſts, and Fiſhes, with 
every Species of Animals, are ſo many Remembran- 
cers of our Mortality. Which Way ſoe'er we turn 
our Eyes, they are preſented with freſh Images of 
Human Weakneſs ; and the very Breath which does 
prolong our Life, helps equally to ſhorten it, ſince 
every Reſpiration carries away ſome Portion of cur 
Subſtance. Our finer Particles gradually vaniſh into 
Smoak and Air, whilſt the more groſs Remainder 
{cums off in noiſome Excrements: And if there ap- 
pear a Shew of any Thing ſolid in us at our Death, 
"tis ſoon reduc'd to Aſhes, Dirt, or Worms. Our 
Bodies, of which we make ſo great Account whilſt 
living, are loſt in the Abyſs of Univerſal Matter 
ſcon after Death. 

What were the greateſt Prince the. happier, tho 
he poſſeſs'd the whole Circumſerence of this Globe? 
"Tis but a mighty Heap of Dirt or Dung, perpetually 
exhaling or crumbling away: *J'is one of the Diſhes 
which compoſe the Banquet of all devouring Time. 
And whilſt the inſulting Monarchs of the Earth 
trample on it in Diſdain, ſpreading their Armies far 
and wide, and boaſting that their Empires have no 
Bounds ; each does but haſten to be ut up himſelf 
within a little, obſcure, and putrid Hole, not much 
ſurpaſſing the Limits of a Mole-hill, 
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Great Baſſa, Let not the Honours and Dignities 
thou poſſeiteſt, make thee forget the Miſeries to 
which thou art liable each Hour : But, remember 
thou art a Man. | 


Paris, the 6th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 16069. 


LE TT ER XII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


ERE is arriv'd a Muta faraca, call'd Solyman 
Iſmael, with Expreſſes from the Grand Signinr, 
Twas no ſmall Refreſhment to ſee his publicis En- 
try, which appear'd like a little Epitome of the Mau- 
nan Grandeur and Magnificence. The young Rabble 
were as curious to be Spectators of the Eaſtern Ca- 


valcade, as the Romans were fond of beholding the 


Secular Plays, which were exhibited but once in 
an Age. Nay, People of all Ranks, Ages, and 
Qualities, fill'd the Streets, the Windows, and Bat- 
tlements of their Houſes : Same, becauſe they never 
ſaw ſuch a Sight before; others, deſpairing that they 
ſhould live long enough to be Witneſles of ſuch an- 
other. 

Yet with all their Curioſity, none but the Miniſters 
of State are able to dive into the leaſt Secret of his 
Inſtructions. Theſe willingly communicate the 


Titles which that great Arbiter of the Earth gives 
the French King. Lhat ſo not only his Subjeds, but 


neighbouring Nations may conceive the profounder 
Veneration for him, without penetrating the Mea- 
ſures he takes. This is an Artifice common to all 
States, to turn the beſt Side outermoſt ; only the 


Hollanders excepted, who in the Days of their Revolt 


from the King of Spain, could not ſo much as put a 
G 


good 


— ——- - ———— 


122 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 


good Face upon a bad Matter: But were forc'd to 
expoſe their Poverty and Nakedneſs, as well as ſuffer 
under it; addreſſing themſelves to Elixabeth, then 
Queen of England, in the Character of The Pur 
Diſtreſſed States of Holland, and fo begging her AC. 
ſiſtance. | 

However, Sohman has faithfully imparted to me 
his Affairs, as I have 1eaſon to believe. He is too well 
born and bred, poſſeſſes more Reaſon and Wit, than 
to amuſe he Old Man in the Caſſocł. (ſo they call me 
here in the Streets, who know me not by any other 
Character; ſo private is Mahmut in Paris, at this 
Hour, notwithſtanding all his publick Sufferings.) 

J eſteem 1/nae/ as one fit to repreſent the Grand 
Sz2nior's Perſon, among better People than Infidels: 
Yet, I tell thee, the French are the moſt refin'd of all 
the Weſtern Giafers. | 

Iſmael underſtands the Force of the Civil Laws, 
which he learn'd from Juſtiniau's Code, and other 
Books. For he is perfect in Greek and Latin, and 
has beſtow'd fome Years in reading their Books, both 
Prints and Manuſcripts. 

He makes a very perſonable Figure, being tall, 
full-body'd, well-ſhap'd, and not of an ugly Face, 
which is enough to be ſaid of a Man deſign'd for 
Buſineſs, and not only for Love. He is never in 
danger of falling under Cato's Cenſure, who ſeeing 
two Ambaſſadors ſent from Rome to a foreign State, 
one of which had his Head ſo little, that it could 
hardly be diſtinguiſhed from that of an Owl ; and the 
other ſuch a Cripple, that he could not walk without 
Stilts; cry'd out, Here's an Embaſſy which has neither 


Head or Tail. 


And then, our Muta-faraca is rich: He ſupports 
the Charges of his Commiſſion with extraordinary 
Munificence. His Houſe is already become the Sanc- 
tuary of all the diſtreſs'd Levantines, whether Greeks, 
Armenians, or Followers of the Prophet: And he ſpeaks 
French as readily as a Native. Yet he diſſembles his 
Expertneſs in that Language, to keep up the wow 
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and Reſervedneſs of the Ottoman Empire, which diſ- 
dains to condeſcend to any other Speech than Turk; 
or Arabick, Beſides, he fla the Advantage, by thus 
artificially ſhutting his Ears, that he can at one 
Time both Hear and be Deaf; Underſtand and be 
Ignorant of whatſoever is ſaid by the Spies of the 
French King. And this is no ſmall Gift in a Man 
of his Character and Truſt: For he had need of an 
Angel, or a Devil at his Elbow, that thinks to over- 
reach this Court. 

Above all, I believe our Sohman will never be guilty 
of the Error committed by the Ambaſſadors ſent from 
Tenedos to one of the Roman Emperors : I'm lure he 
is not yet. For thoſe Gentlemen had ſeen the Death 
ef the Emperor's Son, Eleven Moons, and Fourteen 
Days, as the Story ſays, before they knew 'twas their 
Duty to make an Addreſs of Condolance : Or, at 
leaſt, before they call'd it to mind; for they were 
drown'd in the Roman Luxury. So that, when they 
came to perform that Devoir, the Emperor could not 
forbear to ſcoff at them in theſe Terms:  mucy la- 
nent, ſaid he, the Fate of the Renowned Hector, your 
Countryman and Chambion, whom Achilles the Grecian 
Lill d above a thouſand Years ago. 

I ſpeak this in a particular Regard to Sas De- 
portment here. For, when he fuit came to this 
Court, he found them all in Mourning for the Death 
ot the King's Aunt, the late Queen of EZ:z/and, and 
of other High Perſonages, (particularly thoſe that 
were flain in the late Action at Candia} whereof I 
nave already given an Account to the Sabine Porte 
in another Letter. Without Inſtructions, he very de- 
murely accoſted the King, and told him, “ There 
could be no Dunalma in the Ottoman Empire, for 
the late Succeſs at Candia, ſo long as the French 
** Court were Mourner:.” 

This was a ſenſible Touch to thoſe that under- 
ſtood it; and from that Moment, the Grandees and 
Miniſters of State have made a Diference in their 
Entertainment of this ingenious Muta-/uraca, and 
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that which they uſed to give the CHiauſes formerly 
ſent from the Porte. 

I can aſſure thee, he is, at the ſame Time, very 
blunt and very elegant in his Diſcourſe. There's 
Fire in every Word he utters, to warm and refreſh, 
if they take it at a due Diftance, but if they ap- 
proach too near, he ſcorches their Spirits, and puts 
them into a Choler they dare not ſhew. They con- 
ſume inwardly in their own Deſpight: Yet cannot 
help themſelves. 

Doubtleſs, the King of France is the greateſt Mo- 
narch, the moſt powerful and victorious Prince in 
Chriſiendom, the only invincible Emperor of the 
Weltern Franks. Yet he veils to our Majeſtick Sove- 
reign, Lord of the whole Earth. And our Eunuch 
will not part with a Tittle of his Mafter's Honour, 
or give any Advantage by an Eaſineſs worthy of 
Blame, in a Caſe that may be turn'd to a Precedent, 
He 1s very happy in his Repartees, as thou wilt 
perceive by the Anſwer he gave to a French Lord 
yeſterday, when he aſk'd him, Whether he thought 
it not a Violation of the Civil Law, for Ambaſſadors 
to be impriſoned, as they often are at the Ottoman 
Porte? No, (ſays Solyman) it is not, where the Am- 
baſſador is guilty of Treaſon, or Crimen læſæ Majeſtatis. 
But, if it were, you Frenchmen hawe the leaſl Reaſon 
to accuſe us of it; fince we firſt learn'd this Maxim from 
the Backſide of your Salique Law, where it is endors'd. 
And then he produced twenty ſeveral Inſtances of this 
Kind in the Court of France. 

In a word, So/yman has hitherto acquitted himſelf 
with marvellous Succeſs in every Thing; tho' the 
French Grandees often ſet upon him, to try what 
Metal he is made of; having generally a mean Opl- 
nion of Muſſulmans, becauſe Learning is ſo little 
countenanc'd among us. 

J have no Matter of News to acquaint thee with, 
ſave that a violent Plague broke forth not * ago at 
Soi ons; and a terrible Earthquake in Sicily, frighted 
tlie Inhabitants of Catanea, and the adjacent be 
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from their Habitations ; after one whole Village had 
been ſwallowed up. 

Thoſe who were curious to pry into the Cauſe of 
theſe particular Convulſions, and that affrighting 
Overthrow, perceiv'd, after diligent Search, that it 
proceeded from a new Eruption, or Breach in Mount 
Gibel, about two Miles from Catanea : Where the 
horrid Chaſm vomited forth Floods of Fire, with 
flaming Stones ; which being carried violently thro' 
the Air, for the Space of near a League round about, 
at laſt fell down in flaming Showers or Cataracts, 
producing ſad and calamitous Effects in the neigh- 
bouring Country. 

Serene Miniſter, it is evident, that the Judgments 
of Gop are upon theſe Infidels: Vet, they will not 
be converted from their Errors and Vices. They 
have felt the ſame Tempeſt of Fire which over- 
whelmed the Nine Cities of the Lake Aþhaltite: : 
Yet, they remain inſenſible and obdurate : Surely, 
they will be exterminated from the Earth. 


Paris, 4th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1669. 
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To Mchemet, an Exil'd Eunuch, at 
| Alcair in Egypt. 


E no longer melancholy, my Friend, 
9 SF 1 nor ſink under the Burthen of thy 
12 Misfortunes. Give not thy Enemies 
- Jy e an Occaſion of double Triumph, in 
A= Ji; that they have driven thee from thy 
| RTE ſelf, as well as from the Grand Signior's 
| happy Preſence. 'i hou haſt Money and Jewels enough 
| leſt to purchaſe thee a competent Felicity any where, 
| Or, at leaſt, thou haſt Virtue, which ,renders every 
Place a Paradiſe. Allociate thyſelf with the other 
Exiles in that City, Victims to a Royal Caprice ; 
| {uffer'd with all their immenſe Riches, to make a 
| pompous and magnificent Entry into that Metropolis 
of Egpt i ; but ſoon after ſtripp'd of all their W _ 
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and ſacrificed to the Court-Avarice. So were the 
conſecrated Bulls of old, dreſs'd up in ſtately Equi- 
page, their Horns and Hoots all gilded over with 
Gold, adorn'd with Ribbons of coſtly Silk, their Bo- 
dies cover'd over with Mantles of Brocade and Tiſſue, 
embroider'd with Pearls and precious Stones, and 
trailing on the Pavements of Apollo's Temple; whilſt 
the Prieſts ſtood ready at the Altar to diſpatch whole 
Hecatombs of theſe gay Sacrifices. | 

Your Caſe is not ſo bad at Carre, in that you 
Lives are ſpar'd, and you at Liberty to carve new 
Fortunes to yourſelves, where-e*'er you pleaſe. You 
ought to aid and counfel one another in your Misfor- 
tunes. It 1s a Comfort to the Miſerable, to have 
Companions in their fad Eſtate. Inſinuate thyſelf 
into the Paas Favour. He may do ſomething to 
alleviate thy Grief. He'll meaſure thy Circumitances 
by his own; conſidering that he has but three Years 
to enjoy his preſent Wealth and Grandeur, 

Go to the baniſnh'd Mui, if he be living at Carre; 
deſire his Spiritual Advice: Perhaps thou map'ſt re- 
ceive into the Bargain ſome temporal Advantage 
from it. He has a greater Influence on ſome of the 
Ec ytian Beys, than the Crand Signior has hinelf-: 
You are all alike embark'd in one Affliction, whos 
Fſſence does conſiſt in being degraded from your 
former Honours, (though in different Degrees) and 
being ſeparated from your Friends, that baſk in 
the immediate Luſtre of Imperial Dignity. It is 
your Buſineſs therefore now, to find out ſome new 
Source of Happineſs: To make new Friends, 
ſince you have loſt the old; or, at leaſt, to prop up 
one another by a mutual Friendſhip, not to be 
broke or diflipated, but by a Deſtiny equal to the 
former. And then you have no more to do, but 
——__ your ſeveral Intereſts, and be reſign'd to 

ate. | 

As for thee, I am particularly ſollicitous; being 
engag'd together from our Youth, by a reciprocal 
Participation of good Offices, which was the Effect 
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of a deep-rooted and ſtrong Sympathy. The Agree. 
ableneſs of Humour united firſt our Souls, and taught 
us the myſterious Leſſons of Platonick Love. We 
ſaw each other, and were ſtraight inſpir'd with ſacred 
Inclinations. My Eye no ſooner fix'd on thine, but 
through that Perſpective, I could ſee the inward 
Virtue of thy Soul, which immediately produced a 
Ventilation in my Breaſt : And I ſoon found our 
Hearts bore Time to one another. 'This generous 
Paſſion afterwards increaſed as we grew up ; and what 
it loſt of its firſt Violence, it gain'd by acquiring a 
more laſting Strength, more durable Integrity, and 
conſtant Faithfulneſs. Our Joys and Griefs were 
ſtill the ſame. No proſperous or adverſe Fortune 
could ever change our Minds, to warp us either to 
Flattery or Contempt : But with an even Mind we 
ſtill ſuſtain'd the different Accidents of human Life, 
and propp'd up one another with a right Affection; 
till *twas the Will of Fate to ſeparate us, I being 
made a Slave in Sicily, whilſt thou enjoyeſt the Smiles 
and Favours of thy Infant-Fortune, which introduced 
thee firſt to the Serail. Afterwards, I gain'd my 
Freedom, and return'd to the Imperial City, and to 
the Palace of the Sultan. But was not ſuffer'd long 
to enjoy that Happineſs, being appointed for this 
bazardous Poſt in Paris. 

I tell thee, Mebemet, I reckon my Caſe far worſe 
than thine, in that I am forced to take my conſtant 
Reſidence up amongſt theſe Infidels. Could my pro- 
Pitious Stars encourage me but with the ſmalleſt Hopes 
to change my preſent Courſe of Life, I'd ne'er repine 


at what was paſt, but pleaſe myſelf with flattering 


Proſpects of ſome future and unknown Felicity. But 
to be irrevocably chain'd down to the Oar, without a 
Glimpſe of any Sign that I ſhall ever be reliev'd, is 
worſe than Death itſelf. 

Whereas, on the other Side, thou art diſpos'd of 
in the happieſt Region of the Earth; Egypt, the 
Mother of Sciences, the Midwife of Celeſtial Secrets, 
the Nurſe of Sages, Saints, and Prophets; the Gra- 
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nary of the Maſſulman Empire; and the Refuge of 
Diſtrefled Mortals. Oh! Mebemet, prize the vaſt 
Advantage thou haſt of me, and others of thy Fel- 
low-Slaves. Improve thy Privilege and Opportunity 
of ranging where thou liſt, Go, viſit all the Anti- 
quities of Egypt, and trace her Borders to the Weſt 
and South. If this will not divert thy Melancholy, 
go farther yet, and ſearch the mighty Cataracts of 
the Mie, which deafen Mortals with their Fall. Go 
view the Mountains of the Moon in /#hiopia: Or, 
ſee the Deſolation of the ſmoaky Vale, and of the 
Cities, whoſe Inhabitants were in a Minute meta- 
morphos'd into the Stones, as a Memorial of eternal 
Vengeance againſt crying Sins. 

But, after all, my 1Mehemet, depart not from thy 
Reaſon, Loyalty, and Faith. For theſe are Armour- 
Proof againſt the Ailaults of Chance and Deſtiny, 
of Men and Devils, of Earth and Hell. And when 
thy Travels are finiſhed here on Earth, thoſe Virtues 
will not fail to carry thee to Heaven. 


Paris, 5th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 


EF. 
To the ſame, 


Cannot ſorbcar giving thee the Trouble of another 
Letter by this Poſt, that I may yet more encourage 
thee to a virtuous Reſignation to the Will of Fate, 
which thou knoweſt is inexorable. 
There is an eternal Law fix'd in the Univerſe, 
which admits of no Repeal. No Prayers or Tears 
of paſſionate Mortals; no Vows, Alms, Pilgrimages, 


or any other ſupercrogating Works, can move the 
G 5 Deſtinies. 
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Deſtinies. They are more inflexible than the Judges 
of the old Athenian Arerpagus. And the unchangeable 
Edicts of the Median Empire might ſooner be reverſed, 
than the Decrees of Fate. 

If thou couldſt make Corban with an hundred thou-— 
ſand Sheep, and feed the Puor of all the Eaſt, ac- 
cording to the Mu//ulman Practice; or ſacrifice az 
many Bulls after the Faſhion of the antient Gentile ; 
couldſt thou monopolize all the Aromaticks of the 
Orient, to compound the moſt exalted Incenſe, and 
make a Pyramid of odoriferous Smoke aſcend high 
as the Shadow of the Earth at Midnight, whereby the 
Heaven of Heavens ſhould be all perfum'd, and 
every ſleeping Deity ſhould be awaken'd by the 
fragrant Smell; couldſt thou bribe the Choirs above, 
to tune the Spheres anew, and raiſe the ſweeteſt 
Harmony that ever reach'd the Eternal Senſe ; yet 
all would not prevail to alter the Reſolves of Hea- 
ven, or re- inſtate thee in thy former Honour. No! 
my Mchemet, thou art loſt for ever at the Serail: 
The Face of Things is chang'd, ſince thou haſt 
been in Fzyptr. Thy Friends are all diſperſed abroad 
in the World, or dead; which is but another 
Kind of Separation. There are no Hopes now left 
thee, of ever returning again to that proud City, 
which inherits the Character of ancient Rome, The 
Lady of the Earth. I wiſh the Roman Luxury be not 
alike entail'd. 

Rouze up, my Friend, and look not on thy State, 
through the deceitful Opticl:s of thy Paſſion; but let 

aſon light the Proſſ ect. "Thou wert before a Slave; 
now thou art free and Maſter of thyſelf. However, 
to rid thee of the very Idea, or fancy'd Miſery, I 
counſel thee once again, to travel. 

Go, make the ſpeedicſt Retreat thou canſt out of 
the Limits of the Ottoman Empire, that thou may'it 
forget thy Cares and Fears. Take not the Way by 
Barbary, nor covet to fee the Place where ancient 
Carthage was ſituated; be not curious to enquire after 
Queen Dide, Afazas, or Hannibal; or to hear ſome 
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Stories of the famous Scis. Nor would I counſel 
thee to paſs the Kingdoms of Morocco and Fez. For, 
tho' thoſe Realms pay no Obedience to the Sullan, yet 
they are his Allies; and that Refleion will always 
keep thee in Pain. Beſides, the Sight of Maſſulmant 
will terrify thy Mind, and fill thee with a thouſand 
Apprehenſions, 

Go rather the directeſt Way thou can'ſt, unto the 
Kingdoms of the Negroes, or Black People inhabiting 
the Torrid Zone. Put, take this Rule: Be ſure to 
coaſt along the River Nie, as near as the Roads of 
Africk will permit : 'That ſo thou mayeſt avoid the 
horrible and affrighting Deſarts of Lybia, Nubia, and 
Zanfar, with other inhoſpitable mountainous Parts 
between the Tropic& of Cancer and the Equinox. For, 
thou wilt not find it very pleaſant to encounter and 
converſe with none but Dragons, Baſiliſks, and other 
Monſters of thoſe Regions. And yet, for ought L 
know, 'tis better, than to fall into the Hands ot hu- 
man Savages. 

I know not how to give a general Character of 
the Southern Blacks; ſince every Province varies in 
its particular Principles, Cuſtoms, Laws, and Inftt- 
tutions. The Aby/ines are Chriſtians; ſo are the In- 
habitants of Congo, Songo, Angola, and other Coun- 
tries bordering on the Upper AZhiopia. Thoſe that 
dwell along the Red Sea, are generally Mabometans. 
They diſcourſe alſo of a very populons Country 
thereabouts, poſſeſo'd by Fetus alone. And there are 
Authors who aſſert a Female Kingdom, a Nation of 
Amazons. is certain, on the Weſtern Side they are 
all Pagans. 

It will be worth thy Labour to obſerve the dile- 
rent Humours of theſe People, and make compariſon 
between the antient and this modern Genliliſm; to 
abſtract their Morals from their Supeſtitions : And 
tell me then, whether they do not better deſerve 
the Title of True Pelievers, than we MuJulmans 
ſince they act according to their Faith, whereas we 
go by a quite contrary Method, They believe no 
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other Gods but their domeſtick Prieſts, and theſe they 
never willingly offend. Whereas, whilſt we profeſs 
the Eternal Unity, we ſcruple not to ſin againſt him 
every Hour. They circumciſe, waſh, pray, abſtain 
from Meats, give Alms as well as we. Their Juſtice 
is as ſtrict, their Mercy ſoft as ours. In fine, they 
are Men differing from us only in Colour, Education, 
and the peculiar Maxims of their Country, which 
they rigorouſly obſerve, and hope for Happineſs 
thereby, as we do by obeying the Law brought down 
from Heaven, 

Mehenct, Our Holy Prophet has ſaid, That who- 
*« foever lives innocently, and does Juſtice, whether 
* he be a Chriſtian, Few, or Pagan, ſhall be ſaved 
as well as his Diſciples.” Therefore in all thy 
Travels, deſpiſe not any Man for his Religion, be it 
never ſo ridiculous in Appearance; provided he be 
good and honeſt in his Converſation ; much leſs con- 
temn thofe Africans for their Colour; ſince black and 
white are all alike to him, who firſt gave Man the 


Power to know the Difference. 


Mehemet, If thou accepteſt my Advice, take alſo 
my Wiſhes for thy good Voyage and Proſperity, 


Paris, the 5th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 
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LETTER III. 


To the Mufti, Venerable Patron o 
Learning and Knowledge, | 


ROM thy Clemency I will not fear a Charge of 
Negligence, in that I have delay'd to perform 
the Taſk thou enjoinedſt me. 'Thou know'ſt my Cir- 
cumſtances, and wilt confider, That tho' I have 
read Books, yet I have not a Library of my own. 
'Tis true, I often frequent thoſe of this City, but my 
Seaſons are limited either to thoſe Hours when the 
Libraries are open'd, or to thoſe I can ſpare from 
the Affairs of my Commiſſion. I cannot ſerve the 
Grand Signior, and follow my Studies both at once: 
Yet I have outpaſs'd Frugality, and turn'd a Niggard 
of my Time, that I might obey the great Oracle of 
True Believers, and promote a Work, for which I 
have ſo paſſionate a Regard. 

The encloſed Paper contains the Size of the Vo- 
lume, which I conceive will be moſt proper for ſo 
great a Work, with the Contrivance of the Pages, 
which I have divided into Columns, that ſo the Years 
of the World, the Date of the Olympiads, with 
other remarkable Ara's, may be rank'd in Order, 
each parallel with the reft, and all with the Matter 
treated of at ſuch a Time. 

This I have done in the encloſed Paper, nat 
thinking it proper to interrupt the Series of my Let- 
ter with a blank Scheme, which is for the Uſe of 
the Compilers ; but to preſent thee with a tranſient 
View of the four Monarchies, which have made ſuch 
a Noiſe in the World; wherein thou needeſt not 
fear the Fatigue of a tedious continued Hiſtory ; for 
I deſign only to cull out ſuch Paſſages as are moſt di- 
verting, and worthy of Peruſal. _ 
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To begin then with the Mrian Monarchy, which 
was the firſt of the four: This Nation was, for a 
great while, contented with its own Bounds, with- 
out ſeeking to encroach on the Territories of others. 
And Ninus was the firſt of the 4/jrian Kings, whe 
enlarged his Dominions by Conqueſt, He ſubdu'd the 
greateſt Part of A/fia, and rais'd M ria to the Title 
of an Empire. e 

After his Death, Semiramis his Wife took upon her 
the Government, counterfeiting the Perſon of Nina: 
his Son, who was yet but a Child. She wore the 
Habit of a Man, and, being like her Son, paſs'd for 
him, as the lawful Succeſſor, unſuſpected. This Virago 
enlarg'd the Conqueſts of her Huſband, and ſpread her 
Empire from India to Æibiopia; and, to lay the Foun- 
dation of an immortal Fame, ſhe built Babylon. 

To her, ſucceeded Nizyas her Son, of whom no- 
thing is remarkable but his Effeminacy. For neglect- 
ing the Aﬀairs of War, he ſpent all his Time among 
his Concubines. And the ſame Stain 1s faſten'd on 
his Succeſſors, even to Sardanapalus; in whoſe Death 
the Mirian Monarchy ſuffer'd an Interruption, being 
cantoniz'd into petty Royalties by the Governors of 
Provinces. Among whom, thoſe who aſſum'd the 
Crown of Babylon were of moſt Note, in regard they 
firſt recover'd the broken Empire to its old Grandeur 
and Unity. 

By a Succeſſion therefore of many Kings, in reſe- 
rence to whoſe Actions Hiſtory is filent, the Monarchy 
deſcended to Merodac Paladan: In whoſe Days hap- 
pen'd that wonderful Retrogradation of the Sun, men- 
tion'd by Kebrew Writers and others, which occaſion'd 
thoſe famous Controverſies among the Philoſophers 
and Aſtronomers of that Age, mention'd in the 
Perſian Chronicles. For they obſerving, that not 
only the Sun, but the whole Planetary Syſtem, and 
all the fixed Stars went back at the ſame Time, or 
at leaſt ſeem'd to do ſo, began to revive that curious 
Queſtion, about the Motion of the Earth, which 
the Chaldeans, and Gymroſophiſis of India had ſtarted 
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before, when the Sun and Moon ſtood ſtill at the 
burning of Ida. And it was concluded by ſome of 
them, That the Motion of the Earth being granted, 
its ſtanding ſtil], or going back at theſe extraordinary 
Times, would ſolve all the Aſtronomical Appearances 
better, and in a more natural Way, than by ſuppoſing 
ſuch a prodigious Stop to be put to the whole Cale- 
ſtial Frame at one Time, or that the everlaſting Spheres 
ſhould be roll'd backwards at the other. 

This Diſpute was the Occaſion of that famous 
Conflux of the Eaſtern Sages to Baby/an, mentioned 
in the Per/iar Poets and Hiſtorians. For Baladan 
being very inquiſitive after Knowledge, and particu- 
larly deſirous to be informed in the Grounds of this 
preternatural Appearance, ſent Meſſengers into India, 
Feypt, Perſia, and all Kingdoms, where Learning 
flouriſh'd ; inviting the Aſtrologers, Prieſts, Magici- 
ans, Prophets, and all that had the Character of Wiſe 
Men, to come to his Court of Babylon, where they 
were magnificently entertain'd ; and when they had 
fully ſatisfhed all the King's Demauds, he ſent them 
away laden with Gifts and Preſents, every Man to his 
own Country. 

Arkianus ſucceeded Baladan in the Kingdom of Ba- 
bylon, in whoſe Lime Ecbatan was built. To him 
ſucceeded Belithus, Aphronadins, Rigibelus, Me/ſi/Jimor- 
dacus ; after whom the Kingdom was again tranſlated 
to the Mrians, in the Reign of Z/charhaddon, in the 
3333d Year of the World, and the 24th Oiympiad. 
During the Empire of this Z/charhaddon the Mirian 
Monarch, Chalcedon that lies over- againſt the Imperial 
City, was built by the Thractars, in the 25th Olym- 
piad, and the 3329th Year of the World. 

To Eſharhaddin ſucceeded Soa/dachinus, Chylada 
nus, N. bopolaſſar ; in the Reign of which laſt, Necho, 
King of Egypt, attempted to cut a Canal from the 
Nile to the Red-Sea, wherein he employ'd an Hun- 
dred and Twenty Thouſand Ez yþtians ; but diſcouraged 
by the flow Progreſs they made; and the vaſt Expences 
he was at, he gave it over. 

This 
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This Nabopolaſſar, once more rais'd the Kingdom 
of Babylon to an Univerſal Monarchy ; for before his 
Time it had been for ſome Years in the Hands of the 
Affjrians ; but he ſubdu'd all Syria, Phanicia, T udea, 
and Egypt, and expell'd the Scythians out of Aſia. 

To him ſucceeded his Son Nebuchadnezzar, who 
dream'd of the four univerſal Monarchies, that were 
to ſucceed one another, In his Reign was born the 
Grand Cyrus, who rais'd the Perſian Monarchy. Of 
him it is recorded, that one Night he dream'd, Ye 
Sun food at his Feet, whom when Cyrus thrice at- 
tempted to lay hold on, the Sun as often diſappear'd : 
Which the Magi interpreted as a ſure Sign that he 
ſhould reign Thirty Years ; which came to paſs ac- 
cordingly. 

Duriog this Reign, there was a notable Duel ſought 
between Pittacus, one of the ſeven wiſe Men of Greece, 
and Phrynon the moſt renowned Coiubatant of thole 


Days; for he always won the Prize at the Olympick 


Games. He was General of the Athenians, and be- 
ing puff d up with his conſtang Succeſſes, he defy'd 
any Man to a ſingle Combat. Pittacus the Sage ac- 
cepied the Challenge; and when they were hotly 
engag'd in the Field, he ſuddenly threw a Silken Net 
over Phrynon's Head, ard having thus entangled him, 
thruit him through with his Lance. 

This was that great Nebuchadnezzar, who having 
| betieg'a and taken Feru/alem, burnt it down to the 
G. ound, raz'd the Walls, and carry'd away all the 
Fes with their Riches into Ce ptivity to Baby/zn. 

Afterwards having ccnque:'d all the neighbouring 
Nations; he new. bunt Bav&z/5r, and enclos'd it with 
three Walls: He alto built thoſe pendulous Gardens, 
renowned throughout the Earth; and made thoſe 
brazen Gates which were reckon'd among the Won- 
der of tue World, But at le gth, being puff'd up 
ith the Thought of his magnificent Works ; he was 
metamorphes'd into a Satyr or Silvan, and dwelt 
ſeven Years in the Defacts of Arabia, being a Com- 


zanton of the Brutes. My Countrymen ſhew the 
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Places of his wild Haunt to this Day, having receiv'd 
it by Tradition from their Fathers. They ſay allo, 
that Paremiel, the Angel of the Woods, when the 
Term of ſeven Years was expir'd, interceeded with 
Gop for Nebuchadnezzar, who thereupon turn'd him 
into a Man again, and reſtor'd him to his Empire, 
He died peaceably in the 34424 Year of the World, 
and the 43d of his Reign. | 

To him ſucceeded Evil-Merodach, Nerigliſſor, Labo- 
roſoarchod, and Labynitus, in whoſe Time there was 
War between the B:by/onians and Perfians, when Cy- 
rus after many victorious Campaigns, at laſt laid 
Siege to Babylon, took the City, and tranſlated the 
Empire to the Per/fians; and having ſubdued all the 
Weſt of Alia, even to the Red Sea, he died at Seventy 
Years of Age; commanding his Servants not to em- 
balm his Bod „nor uſe any coſtly Pomp at his Funeral, 
but burying him decently like a Man, ſhould cauſe 
this Epitaph to be writ on his Tomb. 


O Mortals, I am Cyrus who laid the 
Foundation of the Perſian Monar- 


chy, and was Emperor of all Aſia: 
Therefore envy me not a Grave, 


To him ſucceeded Camby/es his eldeſt Son, whe 
marching with his Army into Egypt, and laying 
Siege to Peluſium, caus'd a great Number of Cows, 
Apes, Birds, and other Animals, to be plac'd in the 
Front of his Army; knowing that the Egyptians 
worſhipp'd ſuch for Gods, and conſequently would 
forbear to ſhoot their Arrows that Way : By which 
Stratagem he took the City, and afterwards con- 
quer'd all Egypt, carrying away many Thouſands 
of the Egyptians, with Foreigners reſiding there, 
into Captivity, among whom was Pythagoras the 
| Philoſopher. 
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After this, Camby/es ſent Spies under the Notion of 
Ambailadors to the King of Aithicpia, with rich Pre- 
ſents. But the King ſulpecting waat was their Bufl— 
neſs, took a Bow in his Hand, and bent it as tho 
he ſhould ſhoot; and giving it to the Spies, he bid 
them carry it to their Maſter, and tell him, Thc: 
ab hen he and his Perſians had learn d to bend Bows 9 
that Strength, he might think of invading Athiopia, 
and nat before; for that the Athiopians were Giants 
in Vigour. And when the Spies return'd to Caz:by/c., 
there was no Man found among his Soldiers, wiich 
was able to bend that Bow. Yet he march'd directly 
towards /Zt/7:p:4 with a great Army; Part of which 
was overwlie ned in the Sands of the Delarts, to the 
Number of hifty Thouſand, and the reft being re 
duc'd for want of Proviſions, to a Neceflity of eatin 
one another; he return'd in a great Rage to Memphis, 
Where. he flew Apis the God of the Egyptians, and 
caus'd his Prieſts to be mallacred. He alſo flew his 
own Brother, and kill'd his Wife, becauſe ſhe mourn- 
ed for lim. Ae ſhot Prexaſe; thro) with an Arrow, 
and command twelve Perſian Nobles to be buriet 
alive, Ho ſet Fire to the Temples, blaſphemed the 
Gods, and at laſt Killd himſelf by an Accident wita 
his own Sword. | 

After his Death, the Magi crown'd one of their 
own Order, and ſet him on the Throne of Peyſſa, 
giving out that he was Smerdis the younger Son of 
Cyrus, who had been murder'd by the Command of 
his Brother Camby/es. And it was eaſy to carry on 
the Fraud, in regard the Perfian Kings rarely utter 
themſelves to be ſeen ; which is a Cuſtom, thou 
know'ſt obſerv'd by all the Monarchs of the Eaſt. 

One Oftan, a Perſian Prince, firk diſcovered the 
Cheat, by means of his Daughter, a Concubine of the 
King's: For ſhe, by his Inſtruction, found out, that 
the King had no Ears; which was a convincing Ar- 
gument that he was one of the Magi, whoſe Ears 
Cambyſes had commanded to be cut off. 


This 


nt ld — 


Vol. VII. a Spy at PARIS. 139 


This Oſan drawing fix other Princes into a Con- 
ſpiracy, they ruſh'd into the Palace, and kill'd all the 
Magi, and ſingled out of their own Number, one 
Darius, the Son of Hy/aſþes, to ſucceed in the Throne. 
This was not done by Election, but by Lot: For 
they agreed to meet all together, one Morning, be- 
fore the Palace-Gates on Horſe- back; and that he 
whoſe Horſe firſt neigh'd aſter the Sun was up, ſhould 
be King. This fell to Darius's Share, by the Strata- 
gem of his Squire or Maſter of the Horſe. Then 
the other Princes crown'd him, and made him ſwear 
by the Sun and the Fire, that he would never put them 
to Death, or deny them his Preſence. 

But Darius finding himſelf curb'd by theſe Princes, 
was reſoly'd to rid himſelf of ſuch dangerous Com- 
panions. Wherefore he caus'd a Stove to be built on 
purpoſe for a Banqueting-Houſe, and ſo artificially 
contriv'd, that the Fire- place being under the Ban- 
queting-Chamber, ſhould, in ſo many Hours, burn 
aſunder the Pillars that ſupported the ſaid Chamber, 
and cauſe. the Floor to fall down into the Fire. 
'Then he invited theſe Princes to a Feaſt, which he 
held in his Banquet-Houſe : and was merry with them 
till the Signal was given him to depart : At which 
Time he left them in the midſt of their Mirth ; and 
within a while after he was gone, the Floor of the 
Chamber -feH down, with all that were in it, into 
the Fire underneath, where the Princes were ſoon 
conſum'd to Aſhes. | | 

After this, Darius manag'd all the Affairs of his 
Empire without Controul. He rul'd over all the 
Provinces of Aa, from India to Mithiopia, contain- 
ing above a hundred Kingdoms. He extended his 
Conqueſts to the Provinces of Greece; and fetting 
forth a prodigious Fleet, he ſail'd into the Medi- 
lerranean and Archipelage : He conquer'd the Iſlands 
of the Mgean Sea, reduc'd Chalcedon, and all the Cities 
along the Helleſpont and Propontis, even Byzantium 
itlelf, the preſent Seat of our Auguſt Emperors. At 
length, having reigned profperouſly thirty-ſix . 
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he died, and left Xerxes his Son to ſucceed him in the 
Throne. 

Thou ſeeſt, Great Guide of the Faithful, that ! 
have not yet reach'd to the End of the Perfian Mo. 
narchy ; whereas I thought to have comprehended 
all the four in one Letter; for I have only touch'd 
upon the moſt remarkable Paſſages, omitting the 
main Body of the Hiſtory, which it would be too 
tedious for thee to peruſe. 

If thou approveſt what I have written, I will con- 
tinue thus to abbreviate the Hiſtory of the Per/ar, 
Macedonian, and Roman Empires in other Letters: But 
if thou thinkeſt what I have already writ, to be a 
ſufficient Model for the Compilers of an Univerſal 
Hiſtory, I ſubmit to thy Oraculous Appointments. 

In the mean time, I pray the King Eternal, who 
eſtabliſhes and diſſolves all the Empires in the World, 
and has put into the Poſſeſſion of the Grand Signiur 
thoſe ample Tracts of the Earth which formerly be- 
longed to the ſucceſſive Monarchies; to extend the 
Limits of the Maſulman Empire through the Five 
Zones. 


Paris, 17th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1670. 


— — 


LETTER IV. 


To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 


F Sidon. 


9, WAS a long Time before I could find out the 


true Secret of human Happineſs. I have for 
many Years grop'd after it in the Dark; and when 
I thought I enjoy'd a Proſpect of it, as clear as of 
Things we diſcern in the Light of a Mid-day Sun, 


that Sun was little better than the S Mortuorum 2 
| 2E 
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the ancient Romans, whoſe Beams ſerv'd only to give 
2 faint Mock-Glimmering to the Ghoſts, that wander 
on this Side Charer's Ferry; and like an Ignis fatuus 
to miſlead 'em up and down the dark Suburbs of 
Fl/ium, the Fens and Matſhes of the Sygian Lake. 
So have I ſtraggled all my Life thro' unknown Ways, 
ſeeking the Road to Heaven, yet finding nothing but 
the Paradiſe of Fools. 

Sometimes I thought by outward Works of Virtue, 
to purify myſelf and gain Perfection. I was punctual 
in obſerving every Precept of the Law ; and perform'd 
a few Acts of Supererogation. Confiding too much 
in the Fidelity and inviolable Faſtneſs of my Wings, 
the Force of my religious Paſſions firſt formed by 
Nature, afterwards improv'd by pious Tutors, I ſtrove 
to make Heroick Flights, and ſoar above my Guide. 
But, alas! they were mere borrow'd Feathers which 
bore me up ſo long ; dead artificial Wings, cemented 
to my Soul only by Education, Cuſtom, and the 
Practice of my Fathers; a Compoſition of ſpiritual 
Wax, or Glue, which could not ſtand the Brunt of 
hot and fiery Trials, but ſoon diſſolv'd in my un- 
warrantable bold Approaches to the Sun. So that, 
in fine, my Wings dropp'd Piece-meal off, and I had 
the Fate of Icarus, to fall a Victim to my own ob- 
ſlinate Zeal and Raſhneſs. 

Surely our Souls are like the Augean Stable, which 
no human Power, Art, or Induſtry, can ever cleanſe, 
(id not the Meſſengers and Favourites of God, like 
Hercules, teach us the Method of opening a Canal 
irom Heaven, and letting in the Torrent of the 
River of Purification from Paradiſe. | 

Our Vices, Hydra like, ſtill ftart young Infant 
Heads, as faſt as we cut of the Old. Whereas our 
Virtues are like the Venetian Treaſure, which be- 
ing once ſhewed to the Spaniſe Ambaſſador in many 
Coffers of Silver, Gold, and jewels; the wiſe Ca- 


filian deſiring to ſee the Bottoms of thoſe wealthy 


Cheſts turn'd up; when it was done, made this Re- 


mark, Your Riches have no Reots, nor grow, like thoſe 
my 
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my Maſter does poſſeſs in the Indies. So are all the 
boaſted Excellencies acquir'd by human Diſcipline, 
more inanimate and dead than the artificial Produdi. 
ons of Minerals, Metals, and Stones. No traditional 
Chemiſtry of Men, can e'er revive a Soul that's dead 
to Gop, Perhaps, ſome theological Paracel/as, Hel. 
mont, or Arabian Tfriqui, may, from the Aſhes of 
an Original Flower, raiſe the fantaſtick Form of it 
again; I mean the Colour and Contexture of the 
Leaves : But none of them is able to beſtow the 
Vital Sap. the Seminal Juice, the Inward Virtue of 
the once proſperous and flouriſhing Vegetable. No 
Mortal can repair what Adam once deſtroy'd. That 
Proteplaſt has ruin'd us all. 

Well then! Muſt we deſpair of Remedy ? Shall 

we decamp, and ſneakingly retire to Hell, becauſe 
we cannot take Heaven by Storm, nor undermine it; 
nor have recourſe to Stratagems; nor bribe the Gar. 
riion ; or make a Party amongſt the celeſtial Burghers? 
No, Let's rather lie entrench'd within ourſelves, till 
Heaven ſhall voluntarily open its Gates, and fally 
forth in Love, to invite and lead us in. 
Oh! thrice-happy Santore. thou haſt experienc'd 
what I ſay. My Reſolution is to follow thee, by 
ſuffering myſelf to be gradually abdicated from the 
World, and from my own Will. Vouchſaſe to in- 
ſtruct me in the Method, leſt Self- love miſguide me 
to my Ruin. 

In the mean while, repoſe thou in the Boſom cf 
Gop, which is the Bed- Chamber of Holy Souls. 


Paris, 1 of the 8th Moon, 
| of the Jrar 1670, 
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„r. 


To the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer 
to the Sultan. 


Shall entertain thee now with a Medley of Rela- 

tions, ſome containing News of the freſheſt Date, 
ethers only informing thee of Things done many 
Moons ago; yet pleaſant enough in the Rehearſal. 
However, I beg of thee to accept this as a Teſtimony 
of my Devoir and Regard ; in that I have Abundance 
of Letters to write, many Friends to gratiſy, and 
cannot ſend the ſame Matter to all. I am forc'd to 
parcel out my Intelligence, and ſuit every Letter to 
the Genius and Station of him to whom I addreſs. 
Knowing therefore thy particular Inclinations, I ſhall 
preſent thee with ſomething very agreeable. 


No doubt but thou art acquainted with the CHriſti- 


ans Carnaval, which is a Time of publick Joy, Li- 
centiouſneſs, and Sport. This Vear the King and Queen 
of France obſerv'd it with vionderful Magniſicence. 
Among their other Divertiſements ; they were 
preſented with a Play wherein two Rival Princes, 
by an ingenious Emulation, ſtrove to outvy each 
other in regaling a Princeſs equally belov'd by both. 
The Repreſentation was very fair, and full of Ma- 
jeſty. On the Right-hand of the Theatre appear'd 
All in the Air, returning to his Heaven, after he 
had chas'd and routed all the Cyclaps, with the Ser- 
pent Python. On the Left was ſeen the ſame God 
on the Top of Parnaſſus, in the midſt of the Nine 
Muſes, ſcattering Flowers on the Arts and Sciences, 
which were at the Foot of the Mountain. 'Then a 
Veil being drawn afide, diſcovered a Sea, furpri- 
zingly natural and fine. In the midſt of which, the 
Gods of many famous Rivers appear'd ſeated on 
Rocks, with Tritons and Cupias rang'd on each Side 
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upon the Backs of Dolphins. Then from above, 
amidſt the Clouds, King Solus appear'd, laying his 
ſtraight Commands upon the Winds, that they im- 
_ mediately retire into their Caverns, excepting only 
Zephyr, who, for his ſoft and gentle Breezes, was 
permitted to be preſent at this Feaſt, after which, 
came Neptune riding in his Cockle Chariot, drawn 
by four Sea-Horſes, attended by a Train of Gods that 
dwell within the Deep. 

Immediately the Scenes chang'd into a Champain, 
repreſenting the delicious Field of Tempe ; where a 
moſt excellent and agreeable Comedy was ated, to 
the Satisfaction of all the Court. I leave the Dances, 
Interludes, and other Novelties, to thy Imagination. 
Aſſuring thee, that all was aſtoniſhing and magni- 
ſicent. | 

But not to entertain thee longer with theſe empty 
Trifles, I ſhall now acquaint thee with ſomething of 
Importance; which is a Peace concluded between 
this King and the State of Agiers. On the 2d of the 
zd Moon, the Count de Guiche brought the Articles 
of the Treaty to the King, from_the Hands of the 
Marquiſs del Martel, Lieutenant-General of the French 
Fleet in the Mediterranean. 

If thou wouldſt know the Particulars of this Agree- 
ment, read the inclos'd Paper: As for Matter of Fact, 
all the French Slaves at Algiers were immediately 
releas'd upon the Signing and Sealing the Treaty, and 
deliver'd up to the French Commander; with ſome 
French Veſſels alſo which they had ſeiz'd. And ſo 
diſhonourable are their Capitulations, that at the ſame 
Time they have yiclded up a Ship of theirs, which 
the French had taken from them, for ever quitting all 
Claim to it. 

In the Beginning of May, the King took his Jour- 
ney to Flanders, to viſit his new Conqueſts there, 
This put his Enemies into a great Conſternation, 
fearing that he had ſome Deſign upon them. They 
began to be upon their Guard, and prepare for a 
ludden Surprize. But the King perceiving Roy A- 
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larm by his Spies, ſent them Aſſurance on his Royal 
Word, that he would do them no Violence at this 
Lime. | 

However, he ſoon after ſent the Mareſchal 4- 
Jregui into Lorrain, with a Force conſiderable enough 
o reduce that Prince to Reaſon, who had not kept 
1is Parole with him in ſeveral Inſtances. The Ef- 
ect of this Expedition was the reducing Ponta- 
Viouſon, Efpinal, Chaſte, Langwy, and all the Prin&i- 
vality of Lorrain to the French King's Obedience: So 
nat the poor Duke is forced to ſeek his Refuge in 
oreign Courts. 

Noble Ma, this Duke is not to be pitied, being 
ery ungrateful, and a perfect Madman. He owes 
is Liberty and Life to the King of France, yet 
ould not forbear plotting againſt him. Now he is 
{eſervedly chaſtiſed for his Folly. So may all thoſe 
after, who abuſe their Benefactors. But upon the 
enign and Good, may the Favours of Heaven re!! 
the Splitting of all Things. 


h 
| 
'F 


Paris, 13th of the gib Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 


1 


To Iſouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 
Altracan, 


Received thy Letter, and perus'd it with much 
Complacency, finding thy Sentiments very agree- 
:vle to Reaſon. Vet give me leave to warn thee 
„an Exceſs which thou art running into. For I 
vave had Experience of it's ill Conſequence. 

Thy Loſſes have made thee melancholy, and the 
faadulent Dealing of of Correſpondents, hy 

an 
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and ſuppoſed Friends has taught thee to declaim a- 
gainſt Friendſhip, Men, and Buſineſs : And not only 
ſo, but it ſeems thou haſt taken a Reſolution to a- 
bandon all worldly Affairs, Pleaſures, and Engage- 
ments whatſoever ; and turn Faquir, Eremit, or 
Derwiſe, at leaſt. For thou art diſguſted ar human 
Society, and weary of all Things but Solitude. 

I muſt confeſs, Jou, theſe are very generou; 
Thoughts, and pious Reſolves. But they are not 
eaſily put in Practice. They are Undertakings f. 
only for perfect Saints, Men of unblemiſh'd Liver, 
and free from all ſorts of Vice; Perſons who have 
a Stock of 'Temperance, Chaſtity, Prudence, Juſtice, 
Fortitude, Patience, Humility, and all the other 
Virtues ; a Fund of Magnanimity, which can never 
be exhauſted by any Temptation, Difficulties, or Peril; 
that uſually aſſault and environ ſuch as enter into ſo 
auſtere a Courſe of Life. 

Wilt thou be able to endure the unrelenting, ri- 
gid Cold of Winter in the Deſart, where there are 
no Chimnies, Hearths, or Stoves, or any other Me 
thod of keeping Fire to warm thee by? Can'ſt thou 
ſuſtain the raging Blaſts of Boreas at that Seaſon, or 
the killing Jempeſts of North-Eaſters Winds, which 

low from far, and fill the Air, the Earth, and Sea, 

with baneful Miſts, Froſts, Ice, Snow, Sleet, and 
other chilling Meteors, out of their Eternal Maga 
zines, within the Arctick Circle, which Ovid calls 
the Frigid Zone? 

There are many other Extremities to which 2 
Man's expoſed in ſuch a ſolitary State. Nor wilt 
thou be leſs liable to Inconveniencies and Hard- 
ſhips, if thou ſhouldſt ramble as a Faguir up ard 
down the World. Much lefs could'ſt thou endore 
the fad Reſtraints and Mortifications of a Convent. 
Thou'dſt hardly live out thy Nowztiate with Pa- 
tience. It goes againſt the Grain of Nature to obey 
another's Will, in every trifling Matter that he 
commands, Thou muſt not eat or drink, but thy 
Superior will ſet the Place, the Time, and Man- 

ner 
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ner of thy Diet; which will be irkſome to thy free- 
born Soul. And then thou muſt forſake thy amorous 
Pleaſures for ever; forſwearing alſo the very Thoughts 
of Money, or of being rich. I tell thee, thou mult 
reſolve to become a religious Drone, fit for nothing 
but to mumble o'er thy Beads, or turn the ſuperitt- 
tious Round, till thou art giddy ; or dance an Hour 
together to the Muſick of a thouſand Heu's and Hez's 
hoarſly croaked out in frantick Tones by thee, and 
all thy Brethren Derwi/7s, till ye are ſick, and foam 
at Mouth: Then your Devotions are thought meri- 
torious, Can't thou digeſt theſe ſacred Fooleries ? 
Or grant this to be a rational Service of the Divinity, 
as ſome will plead ; who ſay, we ought to employ 
each Member, and all our Faculties, in praiſivg him 
that made em; yet canſt thou brook a Conknement 
all thy Days, to this Religous State ? 

| tell thee, J, I have been often tempted in this 
Manner, to forſake the Sallat's Service, with all 
other Engagements of the World, and throw. my 
ſelf into a Convent, or ſpend the Reſidue of my 
Days in ſome obſcure and ſolitary Corner cf a De- 
fart; yet I found at length, that this was nothing 
but Deluſion, and the ſabtle Sophiſtry of that mali- 
cious Demon, 9 envics Man his Happineſs. Dis 
he that whiſpers Arguments of Diſcontent and Maur- 
muring into our Souls, watching his Opportunities 
when any thing gives us exduiſite Pain or Orief, to 
drive us to Deſpair. 

So have 1 ſometimes labour'd under an intolerable 
Arguiſh of Mind, beſides the fretting Maladies of 
Fieth and Bicod, with cutward Croiles in my Fortune. 
Then have I wiſhed my cit in ſome dark Cavern of 
the Earth, or on the ſolitary Jop of Teneriqt, where 
I ſhould converſe with none but Nur t and Denon. 
dwelling above the Clouds. Or elle I coveted the 
melancholy Retirements of the Libyan Deſart, which 

Fords no other Sceicty than that of Lions, IT gere, 
ns ons, and other Beats of Piey. 
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When theſe Wiſhes have appeared too extravagant 
and wild, I then retrenched my Thoughts, and pitch- 
ed upon ſome other manner of Life, equally pro- 
miſing Comfort, yet leſs threatning and dangerous, 
I gave my ſelf up wholly to Prayer and Faſting for 
a while, thinking to hold thus for ever. So ſenſible 
a Pleaſure attends theſe Exerciſes, that at certain Mo- 
ments a Man's all Rapture, Ecſtaſy and I know not 
what. He is apt to think himſelf in ſome new 
World. A facred Pride inveſts his Soul. He ſeems 
all Majeſty within ; an inſeparable Companion of the 
Immortals, and the darling Friend of God. Where— 
as all this reſults but from the Ventilation of his 
Blood by vocal Oraiſons; and is no more than a 
mere natural Operation, whereby his Lungs are arti- 
ficially breathed, and gently forced to diſembogue 
their over-heated Airs, their thick caliginous Va- 
pours, which fill the Heart, and all the reſt of the 
Vitals with Seeds of Melancholy, Fear, Suſpicion, 
Grief, and other doleful Paſſions, 

But mark the Zealot, when his Prayers are over, 
his Faſt is done, and all his fervent pious Diſcipline 
is accompliſh'd; how like a Hypocrite he looks and 
acts? How formal in his Carriage; or at leaſt, how 
vain and light? He either heaves out fulſome hy- 
pochondriack Sighs, with ſupercilious Looks, and 
Chaps ſet like the Furrows of a ſowre-faced Hagi; 
or elle he is tickled into a loud ungovernable Laugh- 
ter, and all his Carriage 1s ridiculous and wanton. 
Either his Hunger, Thirſt, and Faintneſs, the uſual 
Effe&t of ſuch exceſſive Devotion, makes him peeviſh, 
cholerick, and unmortified ; or elſe he is as apiſh as 
a Cat. 

Human Nature cannot abide long in the ſame Hu- 
mour ; and thoſe that ſeem to be always even- tem- 
per'd People, like the Caſpian Sea without Ebb or 
Flow, are only Conterfeits and Politicians. There 
is an Art to conceal one's Paſſions, but there is none 
that can annihilate them. We change from one 
Affection, Appetite and Deſire to another. = 
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Inclinations circulate with our Blood. They are 
transformed each Minute, Hour, and Day ; they vary 
like the Wind and Weather. Therefore never thinks 
of taking an eternal Pleaſure or Diſtaſte in any thing 
here below. Prayer 1s good in it's Turn, I mean, 
the yocal Aſpirations. So are Faſting, Abſtinence, 
and other Religions Severities, But if all Men ſhould 
be perpetually at theſe Exerciſes, God in a little time 
would have but few Adorers on Earth. The Ground 
mult be left untilled; the Fields would quickly bring 
forth Crops of Briars and Weeds, inſtead of Corn. 
The Gardens then mult turn to Wilderneſſes. There 
would be then no need of Millers, Bakers, and the 
other Trades, whoſe Livelihood depends upon the 
Huſbandman. And ſo for want of proper Suſtenance, 
Mankind muſt quickly periſh. 

do not argue againſt thoſe who ſeem to be con- 
ſtellated to a ſolitary Life ; or by ſome ſpecial Grace 
of God, are ſtrengthened to endure the conſtant 
flarclhips of an Hermitage: Such as the illuſtrious 
and great Mohammed of Mount Uri! in Arabia, who 
is our holy Prophets Tenant and Succeſſor, in the 
Cave of Monders. Such alio is e Rena Hu, the ce- 
lebrated BPramin of Cachemire in Nia, who lives on 
the Top of an high Mountain, is an hundred and 
twenty-three Years old; foretels Things to come, re- 
lolves all Doubts, gives infallible Counſel, heals di- 
vers Diſeaſes, works ſome Miracles ; aud in fine, 
ſays and does all Things by a Spirit worthy of Ad- 
miration. 

The Mountain whereon this Philoſopher or Pro- 
phet dwells; ſcems to be the Land-mark between 
Summer and IFinter, For one Side of it is always 


cover'd with Snow, the other with Bloſſoms, Flow- 


ers, Herbage, and Fruits, This over-looking a ſpaci- 
ous Valley, which they call the Parad:/e of the Eaſt; 
that affording a Proſpect little more agreeable or fair, 
than what the Poets ſpeak of the Riphean Hill, 
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Ilch Rend Hu has his Habitation in a Cave or Grot, 
which paſles through the Rock, as Y7zgi/”s does near 
Naples in ah, which thou haſt ſeen. 

In this myſterious Station, he appears like Solus, 
Lord of the Weather: For "tis certain, he commands 
the Winds to blow or ceaſe at the leaſt Word, with- 
in the Verge of his accuſtomed Walks, If any Per- 
{on dare profane the Silence of the Place with Words, 
or other rude Noiſe ; they are immediately ſurpriz d 
with dreadful Storms of Thunder, Lightning, Wind, 
and Rain; ſuch as ſeem to threaten the Diſiolution 
of all Things: Which makes all Men in thoſe Parts 
hold 1/ch Rend Hu in great Veneration, He is the 
only Oracle of the Indies. They reſort to him from 
the neighbouring Provinces and Kingdoms, in all 
their Difaculties. The Grandees of Pera, Tibet, 
and Cathay, fend to him honourable Preſents, defir- 
ing his Counſel in Matters of Peace and War. Nay, 
they make devout Pilgrimages to him from the King- 
dems of Tonquin and China. He is the Apollo of the 
£aſ}. 

uf. it would be ſome Encouragement ſor thee 
and me to embrace a ſolitary Life, if we might ever 
hope to attain ſuch wonderful Perſections. But, as 
we have hitherto liv'd in the World, and ſtain'd our 
ſelves with the common Vices of Mortals, we can- 
not preſume to merit theſe extraordinary Favours : 
Our old Habits are rooted in us; and if we have 
Time and Strength to plant new ones in their ſtead, 
yet they will not grow up to Maturity, but with 
many Years : For, believe me, Couſin, no body be- 
comes a Devil or a Saint all at once. 


Paris, the 6th of the 11th Myon, 
of the Nar 1670. 


LETTER 
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EBT II. 
To the Chiaux, Baſſa. 


T appears, That the King of France's Fortune not 

only procures him conitant Victories and Tri— 
umphs in Europe, but ſuch a Renown and Character in 
forcign Countries, as itimulates the moſt remote 
Priaces, and puiſſant Monarchs of the Earth, to 
court his Alliance and Friendſhip. 

Here is at this preſent, an Ambaſſador come from 
the Coats of Cuinea in Hic, being ſent by the 
King of Arder, one of the greateſt Sovereigns in 
thoſe Parts, poſſeſſing an abſolute and uncontroulable 
Authority over his Subjects, as the Grand Sipnior 
dues over the faithful Oſmans. But we will not com- 
paie the narrow Limits of his Dominion with the 
vaſt and unbounded Extent of the Mu/#u/man Empire, 
the Inheritance of our ſublime Sx/zan, the Lord of 
the Globe at large. Suffice it, that this Black Prince 
is a wiſe Man, deſcended of a Race of Sages ; and, 
that Policy of State is as natural to him, as com- 
mon Craft or Cunning to the meaneſt of the Vulgar, 
He knows how to make War, or Peace abroad, and 
to keep his Subjects in awe at home. 

Surely there is a Force and Charm in the deri- 
vative Blood of heroick and wiſe Anceſtors, which 
ſecretly inſpires their Ofspring with Maxims and 
Principles agreeable to the Inclinations, Aims, and 
Pur poſes of the Family from whence they deſcend, 
And where "tis experienc'd otl.erwiſe, it may be 
ſuppoſed that Change of Climate, unhappy Mar- 
riages, or ſome over-ruling Misfortunes in the 
World, have caus'd the Degeneracy. Fer ſo ſome 
noble Vegetables of Aſa, and other Quarters of 
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the Earth, lyirg near the Sun, will not proſper, if 
once tranſplanted into the cold and barren Soils of 
Northern Europe. Thus Poverty, Diſgrace, and other 
abject Circumſtances, chill the greateſt Spirits, and 
ſpoil their Growth. Yet there is an inborn Excel- 
lency in ſome Natures, which with Evenneſs ſupports 
the Strokes of Fortune, and puſhes through all Dif- 
fculties to attain it's End. 

So this great African King, informing himſelf 
not only by French Veſſels trading in his Ports, but 
alſo by other Ships of Chriftendom, of the Grandeur 
of the French King, his Wealth and Puiſſance by Sea 
and Land, with the vaſt Intereſt and Traffick he has 
in both the Indies, thought it high time to ſeek his 
Friendſhip, whoſe Enmity would, in all Probability be 
very fatal to him: For he had heard of his Conqueſts 
far and wide. Tis no matter, whether by Valour 
or good Conduct, we make ourlelves happy. One 
is as laudable as the other, in the unequal War we 
are engaged in with Fate, Providence, and Chance ; 
with Angels, Men, and Devils ; with Heawen, Earth, 
and Hell. 

I ſpeak this in reference to the celebrated Prow- 
eſs, Magnanimity, Riches, and Strength of this 
Negro King; who need not yield to the King 
of Benin, his next Neighbour, and the moſt potent 
of all the South-auvetern maritime Princes of Africk, 
nor to any of his other Neighbours beſides; yet 
could not think himſelf ſafe, or be at Reſt, till he 
had ſent his Embaſſy to the King of France, offer- 
ing his Lands, his Havens, his Seas, and whatſo- 
ever was within his Juriſdiftion, to this great Mon- 
arch, 

The Addreſs which his Ambaſſador made to the 
French King deſerves Remark. For after the uſual 
Obeiſances at the Foot of the Throne, he went up 
Three Steps, and then proſtrating himſelf three 
times on his Face and Belly, he clapp'd his Hanes 
in token of Reverence, and put his Fingers on h1: 


Eyes, to ſhew that he was no: able to behold the 
| Luftre 
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Luſtre of ſo much Majeſty. This is the French Inter- 
pretation of - his Carriage : But I tell thee, "twas ra- 
ther dehgn'd as a Precedent to the French Ambaſſa- 
dors, if any ſhould be ſent to Guinea, where 'tis the 
Cuſtom of the Country for all Foreign Miniſters to 
obſerve the ſame Ceremonies to the King of Arder, 
and other Princes his Neighbours. | 
Theſe Europeans, becauſe they firſt found out the 
Art of Navigation, or at leaſt, firſt improv'd it to 
the Diſcovery of many remote Countries, value 


themſelves too _ imagining, that all the Nati- 


ons, formerly unknown, are Fools; and know not 
themſelves and their own Strength. They thought 
'twas impoſſible to find in Mich or America, Em- 
pires, Kingdoms, and Commonwealths, as ſtrong 
and well-govern'd, as thoſe in the Hermitage of Fa- 
het: But 'tis a damn'd Miſtake. For the Moſt 
High is impartial in the Diſtribution of his Gifts 
and Favours: 'Thoſe deſpicable Blacks, whom all 
the Princes and Nobles of Europe and Aſia buy as 
Slaves, being born of the Yukar, are nevertheleſs 
come out of Regions, where Power, Riches, and 
Wiſdom, are as much in their Zenith, as in theſe 
L://eru Countries. 

They are all outwardly Fleſh and Blood, as we 
dre, notwithſtanding the Contrariety of our Colours. 
and as for their Souls, they are even juſt as capable 
of Knowledge and Ignorance, Reaſon and Folly, 
Vice and Virtue, Piety and Prophaneneſs, Supertti- 
tion and Atheiſm, as we are, who pretend to be 
Lords of the World, and all Things. 

May thou and I practiſe Moderation, and not con- 
'emn any of human Race, though they be the Caphers 
of Mo/ambigue. But let us always remember the old 
{urirſh Proverb, That "tis not good or ſafe to point in 
Hackers behind the Grand Signior's Back. Adieu. 


Paris, 3d of the 121h Moon, 
F the Tear 1070. 
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LETTER VIII. 


To Mohammed, the Illuſtrious Solitary 
of Mount Uriel 2 Arabia. 


"THF grand Root of the common Injuſtice which 

Men are guilty of in reference to the Beaſts, 

and of the Intemperance with which they corrupt 

themſelves, J perceive is a falſe Principle which they 

have eſlabliſn'd, denying the Capacity and Uſe of 
Reaſon to all Living Creatures but themſelves. 

This Error was firit publickly maintain'd by the 
Peripetaticts, Stoicks, and Epicureans; and afterwards 
by Claudius of Naples, out of a particular Averſion 
they had for the Doctrines of Pythagoras and Empe- 
doclet, two famous Patrons of Abſtinence. 

Heraclitus Ponticus undertook to explain the Sen- 
timents of the former Seas, and Hermachus thoſe of 
the latter. But both of them ſeem to confide more 
in the little Tricks and Arts of Sophiſtry, than to 
uſe true Reaſon, For at the firſt Eſſay of their 
Skill. they firive to caſt a Milt in the Reader's Eyes, 
by dividing the Generations of Living Creatures, 
into ſach as are endu'd with the Faculty of Reaſon, 
and ſuch as want it. Whereas thou know'ſt it is 
an indubitable Maxim in the Za/fern Philoſophy, that 
every Thing which partakes of Senſe, has alſo Rea- 
ſon. For, tis the Mind alone which ſees, hears, 
Oc. the Body of itſelf being deaf, blind, and void 
cf all Senſe. It is evident therefore, that ſince the 
Beaſts do ſee, hear, and perform all other Actions of 
Senſe, they have alſo what the Greeks call ys, or the 
Blind, in them, which is the very Seminary, or na- 
tive Seat of Reaſon. 

„is true, indeed, we cannot affirm, that they 
poſſeſs a Reaſon fo perfect as ours; ſince that Per- 
tefion is acquir'd by Diſcipline, which the one: 

rality 
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rality of the Brutes want. They have no Colleges 
or Schools, where the Arts and Sciences are pro- 
teſs'd and taught by Rules. Nature 1s their only 
School-Miftrefs, and they learn her Inftruftions with 
abundance of Pr >mp:nets and Sagacity, They are 
educated in the open Elements, as in an Academy, 
or Univeriity founded by the Creator of all Things: 
where every Ining they encounter, ſerves as a Bock 
to teach them all the Knowledge which is neceſſary 
to their W ell. being on Earth. And they need no 
more. 

"Tis manifeſt alſo, that ſome Species and Indivi- 
2uals are more capable of learning what is taught 'em 
than others: Even as we diſcern the ſame Difference 
among the various Nations, Families, and Perſons of 
Men. But we do not uſe to ſay of inanimate Things, 
that this Piece of Wood is more apt to learn than 
another: as a Dog 1s more tractable and docile than 
a Hog: Nor of immoveable Things, that This 
is flower chan That: Nor of Things which want 
Senſe, that a Stone is duller of Apprehenſion than a 
Piece of Iron. So could we not probably affirm of 
Animals; that one is more crafty and ſagaciuus 
than another; more provident, caaſte, temperate, 
cicanly, and the like Epithets; if they were not by 
Nature capable of Knowledge and Virtue. And 
yet we daily fee all this 1s true, in comparing one 
Species of Living Creatures with another; nay, and 
one individual of the ſame Kind with ſome of its 
Jellows. 

When Atipater accus'd Aſſes and Hogs of Maſli. 
nets, he did not conſider how accurately nice and 
curious the Lynxes and Cats are, which with ſo much 
Diligence and Care hide their Excrements, ! nat they 
can never be ſeen or ſmelt again. So the Swallows 
teach their Young to mute over the Erims of tiix 
Neſt. All which are Arguments of their Prudence 
and Difcretion. Deubtieis, every Anminal has its 
peculiar Gift and Excellency. One is more quick- 
ügbted than another; this has better Ears _ that x 
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a 'Third ſurpaſſes in the Goodneſs of his Smell, or 
the Swifſtneſs of his Feet. Let not vain Man there- 
fore boaſt and inſult, as if he were the ſole Engroſicr 
of all Wiſdom and Virtue; fince the Beaſts of the 
Field, the Birds of the Air, the Fiſh of the Sea, 
with all the Generations of Reptiles, Inſects, and 
whatſoever is endu'd with Life and Senſe, poſlels 
their Shares as well as he. 

It is manifeſt alſo, that there are various Princi- 
ples of Folly, Injuſtice, and all manner of Ignorance, 
Error, and Vice in human Nature, equal to what 
we can poſſibly find in the reſt of the Animals, 
whom we ſo much deſpiſe. And 'tis a Queſtion, 
Whether even the very Sea-Horſe, who murders his 
Father, and for that Reaſon was by the antient Eg ;p- 
tians made the Hzerogl/yphick of Impiety; may not 
juſtly exchange his Character with ſome of human 
Race, who make their Parents the continual Mar- 
tyrs to their Ambition, Pride, Envy, Avarice, and 
other Vices. 

I would fain know, Whether any Man would not 
take it ill, to be told he is Blind and Deaf, becauſe 
he cannot See and Hear ſo quick as ſome of the 
Beaſts ? Or, that he is a Cripple, becauſe he cannot 
outrun a Hart? Certainly a ſtrong Man deſerves that 
Character, tho' he cannot pretend to match the 
Strength of a Camel, or an Elephant. And ſhall we 
then ſay, that the Beaſts have no Reaſon or Virtue, 
becauſe they cannot diſcover thoſe Qualities ſo ar- 
tificinlly as Men. 

Beſides, do not all Privations ſuppoſe ſome Ha- 
bits? And is not Madneſs a Privation of the Habits 
of Reaſon and Prudence ? If therefore Dogs, Bulls, 
Foxes, and other Animals, are known to be ſome- 
times mad, ſhall we think it leſs fit to ſay of them, 
that they are out of their Minds, or Wits, than 
to affirm the ſame of Men? And if Compes, or 
Non Compos Mentis, are proper Expreſſions of any 
Beaſts, when it is ſober, or mad; who, that is not 
ceprived of Reaſon himſelf, can deny, that they 

ve 
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have the Poſſeſſion of that Faculty by Nature, as well 
as he? 

As oft as I trouble thee with Letters on this Sub- 
ject, thou may'ſt conclude, I am newly awaken'd to 
a Senſe of my Error, in not religiouſly obſerving 
the Sacred Inſtitution of Abſtinence ; which ought to 
be the Natural Conſequence of theſe Thoughts: For, 
in a word, if it be lawful to kill the Animals for the 
ſake of Food, I think we may as well turn Cannibals, 
and eat the Fleſh of our purchas'd Slaves, or of our 
Captive Enemies, over whom we have, by the Law 
of Nations, an equal Right as to their Life and Death, 
as over our Beaſts. 

Abſtemious Sage, I leave thee to the Divine In- 
ſpirations of the Genius, which poſſeſſes that Holy 
Cawe : ] leave thee to the ſacred Whiſpers of Winds 
from Eden, and to the Sweets of an innocent Soli- 
tude, which admits no other Society than that of 
Angels, or Beaſts. 


Paris, 26th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Year 1671, 


LETTER 


. 
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LETT ER-I1£&; 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant «7 
Venice, 


Receiv'd thy Iaſt Diſpatch, which informs me, 

that thou art commanded to remove from Venice 
with all Speed poſlible, and to viſit Naples, Genoa, 
Rome, Padua, Milan, Fiirence, with the other chief 
Cities of /ta/y:; In fine, that thou art not to make a 
long Reſidence, or take up thy Abode any where ; 
but after the Manner of a Traveller, to be always in 
a moving Poſture from Place to Place, from one Pro- 
vince and Principality to another; that thou mayeſt 
take a juſt Eſtimate of the Strengh and Riches of each 
State through which thou ſhalt pals : That thou may- 
eſt dive into their Counſels, obſerve their Motions, 
watch their Delgns, and tranſmit thy Remarks tv 
the Mzni/ters of the Augiſt Divan, the Myftertons Ca. 
binet of the Earth's great Sower cign, 

There may be lets of Profit in ſuch a Pereprina- 
tion for tlie preſent, than in thy conitant Rehidenc: 
at Venice, where thou art eſtabliſned in a ſettled Wu. 
of Merchandize. But thou wilt find abundance more 
Pleaſure : And if thou accquittcſt thy ſelf ſucceſsful; 
the Grand Signior will reward thy Merit. Beſid. 
thou mayeſt meet with a thouſand Opportunities 9 
Traffick, even in thy Travels. An active ande 
ligent Spirit cannot fail of Means to advance its 0 
Intereſt in ary Par: of the World; and thou doſt r 
want a Stock of Money to ſupport thy honeſt Un 
dertakings. 

Thou wi:t meet with a new Sort of Talian,, 
where-ever thau ſhalt tet thy Foot: tat People? 
being fr 1gely mix'd, and deſcending from fever! 
Nation Every City has a diflerent Genius; whicn 

15 
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is ſo remarkable and conſpicuous, that they have all 
got peculiar Epithets: As Rome the Holy, Naples the 
Genteel, Florence the Fair, Bolonga the Fat, Milan 
the Large, Ferrara the Civil, Bergamo the Subtle, 
Genoa the Proud, I adua the Strong, Siena the Stu- 
dinus, Mantua the Ghrious, Lucca the Induſtrious, 
Rawenna the Mild, Capua the Amorous, Urbin the 
Loyal, Verona the Worthy, Breſcia the Fortified, Friuli 
the Wanton, Rimini the Good; and ſo of the reſt. 

Beware of contracting Friendſhip with any Va- 
lian: And if thou doit engage, be cautious how thou 
giveſt a juſt Offence. Thou can'ſt not be too ten- 
der in this Point: For as the /talians are very con- 
ſtant where they have once pitch'd their Affection, 
ſo are they inexorable in their Revenge, where they 
apyrehend their Love abuſed; and they are the moſt 
jealous People in the World. If thou haſt made two 
talſe Steps, never feel; to repair thy Faults by Atter- 
Submiſſions, but fly: For thou haſt wounded his Sou, 
and he will never pardon thee, or let thee five to be 
guilty of another Affront. They have a common 
Maxim in this Caſe, * He that wrongs me 't wice, 
tis his Fault; but if I let h. m injure me the chird 
* Time, the Blame is my own.” 

The wiſeſt Courſe is to be civil and modeſtly re- 


ſerved 3 not to be too frank and open in Diſcourſe, 


or looſe i in Carriage. For this lays a Man naked, and 
expoſes him to the Contempt and Cenſure of ſoch 
as are more compoſed and recolleded; and this is 
the peculiar Character of the Zalians, That they 
* think more than they ſpeak, and are many times 
diſguſted at the Perſon on whom they ſmile.” 

When thou art on the Roads in Apulia and Campa- 
„%a, when thou beholdeſt the Beauties of that luxu— 
riant Soil, and thy Smell is raviſhed with the fragrant 
Odours of the Hedges, and adjoining Groves; think 
on Elizium, Paradiſe, or whatſoever Place Nature 
has made delightful; and ſay, I mult be in this 
Country, or in ſome Region very like it. 


As 


— 
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As thou ſojourneſt at Naples, remember with what 
Pleaſure Virgil paſs'd away his Time there. Twas 
in that happy Air, that Horace penn'd his admirable 
Poems. "I here Livy wrote the Roman Hiſtory, and 
Seneca his Morals. From thence we have the Vi; 
of Statius, Claudian, Laurentius Valla, and many 
other Learned Writers. 

Forget not when thou art at Genoa, the former 
Glory of that Commonwealth ; how once ſhe did poſ- 
ſeſs Sardinia, Cyprus, Leſbos, Chios, and did extend her 
Conqueſts to Pera at Conſtantinople : How ſhe enter'd 
the Black Sea, planted a Colony of Genoeſe at Caffa, 
and ſtretch'd her Dominion to the River Tanais. 

Thou wilt find Matter of Contemplation in P:/a, 
Milan, Padua, and all the Cities of /taly. But 
when thou art at Rome, twould be a kind of Sacri- 
lege not to caſt back thy Eyes, and view her an- 
tient Glory, when ſhe was the Miſtreſs of the 
World, when ſhe had three Millions of Men with- 
in her Walls, and a hundred and fifty Millions of 
Gold in Yearly Revenue : When ſhe kept in con- 
Rant Pay, at home and abroad, Six hundred five and 
forty thouſand Men. Her Foreign Conquelts may 
be. number'd by her Domeſtick Triumphs, which 
from Romulus her Founder, to Auguſtus Ce/ar, were 
not leſs than three hundred. Julius Cæſar aug- 
mented the Public Treaſury with forty Millions ot 
Gold. In the Reign of Aurelianus, this City was 
fifty Miles in Compaſs, and the Number of her In- 
habitants increaſed to four Millions: And they were 
prodigiouſly enriched with the Spoils of their Ene- 
mies. Seneca, when he died, left ſeven Millions 
and five hundred Thouſand Crowns behind him. 
Claudius Tſodorus, tho' much exhauſted by the Cin, 
Wars, yet left Four thouſand one hundred and ſe- 
venteen Slaves, three thouſand and ſixty Yoke of 
Oxen; and of other Cattle two hundred and ſiſty 

ſeven thouſand. There were commonly kept in Rom? 
five hundred Gladiators, a thouſand Bears, and 3 


hundred Lions. There were always Five hundred 
| a 5 Xen 
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Men employed in looking after the 4quedud?s, and 
Baths of Rome. 

When Cyneas, the Ambaſſador of Pyrrhus, had view'd 
the City round, and was aſk'd what he thought of Rome; 
He ani{wer'd, 7 think all Rome is but One Temple ; (tor 
there were above Four hundred in the City) Her Senate 
is an Aſſembly of Kings ; She is the Deauty of the whole 
Earth : The Flower of Mankind dwell within her Walls. 

Zeidi, This was the State, this the Grandeur and 
Magnificence of Pagan Rome. But ſince the Incur- 
fons of the Goths and Vandals, the Lombards, Hunns, 
and other Parbarous Nations of the North, Rome's 
Glory is eclips'd, her Honour laid i'th' Duſt. Where- 
as betore, ſhe lifted up her ſtately Creſt on Seven high 
Hills, row ſhe is fain to ſloop, being humbly ſeated 
in the Plain of Campus Martius; being not by a ſiſth 
Part fo large as formerly, nor yet ſo populous. 

All over 7taly, thou wilt meet with Reliques of the 
Ancient Reman Majeſty and Greatneſs. And, in ſome 
Places, thou mayeſt encounter Perions of great Ex- 
traction, but very poor, who may not unſitly be call'd 
the Ruins of Ancient Nobility : Such as the Marquiſſes 
of Ceva, the Earls of Piacenza, and the Kinghts of 
Bolzzna, who are become the Proverb of Illuſtrious 
Poverty. Such alſo are the Counts of Luſgniani: 
Three of whom were once ſeen upon a Fig-T'ree, 
eating the Figs to keep 'em from ſtarving. And 
many Talian Lords get their Livelihoods by ſelling 
of Ptiſans, Lemonades, Eſſences, Powders, and other 
Refreſhments to the Gentry. Yet they are proud, 
2nd when any one addreſſes to them, he muſt entitle 
them, Moſt excellent, Moſt illuſtrious, or elſe they will 
frown, and be affronted. 

Zeidi, If ever it be thy Fortune to be made a Lord, 
I pray Heaven give thee an Eſtate anſwerable to the 
Title: For a Lord without Riches, is like a Soldier 
without Arms, very ridiculous, 


Paris, 15th ef the 4th Moon, 
of the Tear 1671. 
LETTER 
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E ET T ER. X. 
To Dgnet O lou. 


HIS Day ſomething happen'd to me very 

prodigious, and I kiygw nut hat to make uf 
it. About the Hour of Qindinamaſi, I was ſuddeuly 
taken with ſtrange Fits of Vomiting : My Stomach 
was in a Prodigal, or rather a Philo/ophical Flumorr ; 
reſolving to caſt off all Supe: Nuities, and only retain 
what was neceſlary to its Faſe and Welfare in this 
Life. I laboured under a 1 houſand horrid Agonies, 
which mide me fear, that either an Yupaſtbume was 
the Cauſe of ſuch violent Cong uns; or at leaſt, 
that they would end in opening the inward Siuices 
of my Blood, by too much forcing of the Pectoral 
Veins, 


V/hilſt I was buſied thus with ſad Preſages of 2 


| ſudden Death (for I dread to be ſo unawares thrult 


out of the World), I long'd and paſſionately lan- 
guiſned for an Arabian Orange. 

It happen'd at the ſame Time, my Mother Oz- 
ehomiche, Daria, and Eliachim the Few, were with 
me in my Chamber, and had been there an Hour, 
they all Food at the Window to ſee a Proceſſion that 
was going by. But when they heard the ſtraining 
Noiſe I made, immediately they ran to my Bed-lide, 
as Human Nature, Curigſihy, or Paſſion, uſes to prompt 
in ſuch like Caſes. 

With a faint broken Voice, I told them what I 
wiſh'd for; Eliachim forthwith gave Order to his 
Boy, that waited in an Auli chamber, to run with 
ſpeed, and buy the beſt 4rabian Oranges he could find. 

The arch young Lad was gone full Thirteen Mi- 
nutes by my Watch, and then return'd with half a 
Dozen Oranges of Spain, (for he could get no other) 
but Heaven, as J have reaſon to think, ſupply'd his 
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Negligence, and unſucceſsful NMercabing. For long 
before he came with that Havre cralled Fruit, Daria 
ſpy'd an Orange of Arabia on the Table. 

No Body knew ſrom whence it came, or what 
kind Hand had laid it there. They were all equal 
Witneſles, That there was no ſuch Thing upon the 
Table when they came to tie Bed-iide, nor a 
conſiderable Time afterward : and when it was ſug- 
geſted, that ſome of the Company had privately 
convey'd it thither, whilſt the reſt were looking 
another way; Eliachim with folemn Vows and Im- 
precations clear'd himſelf ; fo did Daria, and my Mo- 
ther. As for my ſelf, they all were ſeniible, it was 
impoſſible for me to do it, as I lay in my Bed. A 
general Aſtoniſhment polleis'd us all; and the Wo- 
men would needs have it to be a Miracle, whilſt I 
greedily eat the Delicious Fruit, not troubling my 
Thoughts with making endleis Scrwutiiies, or ſo much 
as caring which way it came there, ſo long as I had 
the Enjoyment of it. 

Yet I ceaſed to be thus indifferent, when TI per- 
ceived my Malady on a ſudden removed by eating of 
this «wordrors Orange. And wher as I had lain for 
Six whole Days and Nights in a continual faint and 
languiſhing Condition, not able to get down a Mor- 
ſel of Bread, now my Spirits grew briſk and freſh ; 
I ſeemed like one transformed, or in another World. 
My Stomach revived, my almoſt diſſipated Vigour 
rally'd, and I roſe chearfully to eat a hearty Supper. 
Theſe Things, I mult confeſs, put me, as well as 
the reſt of the Company, upon thinking. 

I tell thee, upon the ſtricteſt Examination poſli- 
ble, I am very well ſatisfied, that there could be no 
Deſign or Trick in the Caſe: For if there were, no 
boly would be guilty of ſo many repeated horrid 
Perjuries in denying it: But every one rather would 
have been forward to own themſelves the Inſtruments 
of thus happily and unexpectedly reſcuing a poor ſick 
Man from the very Jaws of Death: For I was juſt 


chen ready to expire. 
Whether 
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Whether there be a Magick in the Strength of a 
Man's Fancy at ſuch Times ; and that through the 
intenſe Agitation of his exalted Spirits, he moves 
the Scrl of the Univerſe by Sympathy, to exert ſome 
of its hidden and uncommon Faculties, and gratiſy 
his neceſſary Deſires: Or whether there be an Order 
of Officions Beings inviſible about us, who have the 
Charge of Mortal committed to them, and are bound 
by the Laws of their conceal'd Kingdoms to afilt 
us in Extremities, even to the Height of a ſeeming 
Miracle, where it cannot be done without, I know 
not. But 'tis certain, any obſerving Man may take 
notice of ſome extaordinary Paſſages in the Courſe 
of his Life, of which he can give no Rational Ac- 
count, but mult be forc'd to put them on the Score 
of Proaternatural Cauſes. Such is our Ignorance of 
the /ecret Operations of Nature. 

All the Company weie ready to liſt me among the 
Prophets; or in the Catalogue of Saints, for this ſtu— 
pendious Occurrence. But I had other Thoughts 
of my Self. For comparing this with ſome former 
Occurrences of my Life, I preſently concluded, 
'twas the PFore-runner of ſome grand, but ſhort 
Affliction: And ſo I told them all. | 

I believe, my Dgnet, that God will hedge me in 
with divers Kinds of adverſe Circumſtances : He 
will ruſh upon me on a ſudden, like a Troop of 
Tartar Horſe, who ſwiftly ſpread themſelves all 
round the affrighted Country, and take Poſſeſſion 
of the Roads and Paſſes. They hunt the conſcious 
Tnfidels from Dens and Caves, and other lurking 
Places in the Woods and Mountains : None can eſcape 
their Chaſtiſement and Revenge. So my preſaging 
Soul foretels ſome ſad ſurprizmg Inroads from the 
Omnipotent. 

That which J have to do in this Caſe, is to make 
ſpeedy Expiations for my paſt Security and Preſump- 
tion, to repair the ruin'd Faſtneſſes of Virtue, and 
build new ones where they are wanting; to keep 
ſtrong Guards, and, laſtly, to retire my ſelf into : 

mo 
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moſt profound Humility, and Compliance with the 
Will of God; which is the ſtrongeit Fortreſs in Time 
of a Divine Invaſion. 


Paris, 234 of the 61h Moon, 
of the Year 1671. 


LET TER: XI. 


To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni Effendi, 
Preacher zo the Sultan. 


HE CharaQter and Fame of thy exemplary Life 

and profound Doctrine, tho' ſtudiouſly con- 

ceal'd and ſuppreſs'd by thy ſelf; have yet made a for- 
cible Eruption, and fill'd the Muſulman Kingdoms 
with the fragrant Odour of thy incomparable Piety 
and Virtue, Even theſe remote and Infdel Regions 
of the Ve, are edify'd by thy ſacred Rules and In- 
ſtitutions of a Spiritual Life. The Nazarene Prieſt. 
and Doctors begin to harbour Emulations of thy Savc- 
tily, ſince they have ſeen no fairer Draught of true 
acceptable Religion, than what the Chaplains to the 
French Ambaſſadors at the Porte have copied from thy 
Principles, and recommend to their Friends among 
the Clergy of France. Inſomuch as Francis Male vella, 
a blind Eccliſiaſtickh, but an Argus in the Sciences, has 
publickly eſpouſed thy Theorems and Practices; 
having in Print, now lately undertaken the Patronage 
of a contemplative Life, ſo much inſiſted on by thee, 
to which the College of Sorbonne have alſo given their 
Approbation. | 
hat excellent Man, tho? he has loſt the Uſe of his 


Corporeal Eyes, yet has a Soul transform'd all over 
into 
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into Light, by which he clearly can ſurvey the vaſt 
myſterious Horizon of the Inviſible World, and pe- 
netrate the moſt recluſe and hidden Secrets of Eternity. 
The Age is raviſhed with the Book he publiſhed ; He 
has Ten "Thouſand Proſelytes among the Roman Pri 
and Derwiſes. None but the Jeſuits and Dominican; 
oppoſe him. 

The former of theſe Orders is grown odious 
throughout Chriftendom, for the impious Doctrine, 
they maintain, and the enormous Crimes they have 
committed: Being notorious Boutefeu's, Tray tors, 
Hypocrites, and ſecret Libertines. Their College; 
are eſtecmed the Shops and Forges of Sedition, 
Faction, publick Animoſties, Broils, and Wars, with 
all the Miſchief that is done in Europe. The latter 
are not lov'd in France, becauſe they are generally 
choſen Officers of the Inquiſition: Which inhuman 
Judicature was firſt projected by St Dominick their 
Founder, in order to exterminate the Maors from 
Spain. There 1s a natural and irreconcileable Anti- 
pathy between the French and Spaniards. They mu- 
tually abhor each others Cuſtoms, Laws, and Hu- 
mours : But above all the French can never be re- 
conciled to that [nfernal Court, which tyranaizes 
over the Souls of Men, and puniſhes them for 
Thoughts. It 1s an equal Crime to ſpeak, or to be 
ſilent; To pray, or not; to go to Church, or ſtay at 
Home, provided you are rich, Tis Wealth the 
Inguzſitors aim at, not the pretended Safety and De- 
liverance of the Church from Enemies and Re- 
bels. 

Therefore the Dominicans and Jeſuits being look'd 
upon as Favourites and Patrons of the Ingui/ition, and 
for that Reaſon hated by the French; in vain they ar- 
gued againſt Malewelia's new reform'd Model of Inte- 
rior Religion, which is but a Tranſlation of the Oci— 
ginal Dogmata laid down by thee. Thy refin'd Sen- 
timents are p rolifck, as the Solar Beams, which by 
inefable Increaſes, propagated themſelves without di- 
miniſhing the Illuſtricus Fountain, Lach bright and 

fertile 
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fertile Atom, by a miraculous Emanation, begets 
another; they multiply by admirable progreſſive Iſſue 
and Expanſioa from cvery Point of the refulgent 
Centre, till every ſplendid Particle becomes a Ray 
of equal Length, and all together produce an entire 
Orb of Light. Thus thy ſerene Ideas of Religion 
dilate themſelves thro? this dark Side of the World, 
as falt as they illuminate the Mi ſulman Hemiſphere. 
The honeſter Sort of Weſtern Franks are already, by 
a Demi-Metamorphoſts, grown half Mahometans, capi- 
tvlating with their Prepoſſeſſions, Prejudices, and the 
Force of Education for the reſt. 

They go to Church, but not to babble over a 
Thouſand vain Tauto/ogiesr, which are taught them 
by their Prieſts, and to enſure their Memory, are 
printed in their Pocket Manuals, or Books of Prayer : 
Nor do they number a long Series of the ſame re- 
peated Orains on Beads, or uſe any other exterior 
Form of blind and lame Devotion : But with 1n- 
ward Recolle&ion, Silence, Purity, and fervent Ap- 
plication of the Spirit, they addreſs themſelves to 
Ged; or rather by a certain gradual Paſſiveneſs, Ob- 
livion of outward Things, and dying to themielves, 
they prepare and fit their Saus for the Divine Ap- 
proaches: Thus having barricado'd up their Senſes, 
and made Retrenchments round the Centre of the 
Mind, to ſecure it from the laſt Invaſion and Aſſault 
of Mundane Objects; thither they retire, deſiring 
Death, rather than to take Quarter by a faint Cow- 
ardice, or timorous Apoſtacy, and ſurrender to the 
World. 

Theſe People undergo. at certain Times, ſtrange 
Dryneſſes, Deſertions, and Sterilities of Spirit, which 
are the Torments that compoſe the moſt ſevere and 
painful Martyrdoms. A common Death, or any 
violent Diſſolution of the Body, is but the Recreation, 
Sport, or Play of Nature, when compar'd with theſe 
tremendous, tragical and dark Annihilations of the 
Soul. A Man at ſuch a Seaſon ſeems to be reduced 
w an Eternal Cataflrephe. His Spirit deſcends, and 
16 
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into Light, by which he clearly can ſurvey the vaſt 
myſterious Horizon of the Inviſible World, and pe. 
netrate the moſt recluſe and hidden Secrets of Eternity. 
The Age is raviſhed with the Book he publiſhed ; He 
has Ten "Thouſand Proſelytes among the Roman Prieſts 
and Derviſes, None but the Jeſuits and Dominican; 
oppoſe him. 

The former of theſe Orders is grown odious 
throughout Ch riſtendom, for the impious Doctrine: 
they maintain, and the enormous Crimes they have 
committed: Being notorious Boutefeu's, Tray tors, 
Hy pocrites, and ſecret Libertines. Their College: 
are cl.cemed the Shops and Forges of Sedition, 
Faction, publick Animoſities, Broils, and Wars, wich 
all the Miſchief that is done in Earope. The latter 
are not lov'd in France, becauſe they are generally 
choſen Oficers of the Inguifition: Which inhuman 
Judicature was firit projected by St Dominick their 
Founder, in order to exterminate the Maors from: 
Spain. There 1s a natural and irreconcileable Anti- 
pathy between the French and Spaniards. They mu- 
tually abhor each others Cuſtoms, Laws, and Hu- 
mours: But above all the French can never be te- 
conciled to that [rfernal Court, which tyranaizes 
over the Souls of Men, and puniſhes them for 
Thoughts. It is an equal Crime to ſpeak, or to be 
ſilent; To pray, or not; to go to Church, or ſtay at 
Home, provided you are rich. Tis Wealth the 
Inguthitors aim at, not the pretended Safeiy and De- 
liverance of the Church from Enemies and Re 
bels. 

Therefore the Dominicans and Jeſuits being look'd 
upon as Favourites and Patrons of the Inguiſition, and 
for that Reaſon hated by the French; in vain they ar- 
gued againſt Malewelia's new reform'd Model of Inte- 
rior Religion, which is but a Tranſlation of the Ori- 
ginal Dogmata laid down by thee. Thy refin'd Sen- 
timents are rolifick, as the Solar Beams, which by 
inefable Increaſes, propagated themſelves without di— 
miniſhing the Illuftricus Fountain, Lach bright and 
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fertile Atom, by a miraculous Emanation, begets 
another; they multiply by admirable progreſſive Iſſue 
and Expanſioa from every Point of the refulgent 
Centre, till every ſplendid Particle becomes a Ray 
of equal Length, and all together produce an entire 
Orb of Light. Thus thy ſerene Ideas of Religion 
dilate themſelves thro? this dark Side of the World, 
as fait as they illuminate the Miſſulman Hemiſphere. 
The honeſter Sort of Weſtern Franks are already, by 
a Demi-Metamorphofts, grown half Mahometans, capi- 
lating with their Prepoſſeſſions, Prejudices, and the 
Force of Education for the reſt. 

They go to Church, but not to babble over a 
Thouſand vain Tauto/ogiesr, which are taught them 
hy their Prieſis, and to enſure their Memory, are 
printed in their Pocket Manuals, -or Books of Prayer : 
Nor do they number a long Series of the ſame re- 
peated Oraiſns on Beads, or uſe any other exterior 
Form of blind and lame Devotion: But with in- 
ward Recollection, Silence, Purity, and fervent Ap- 
plication of the Spirit, they addreſs themſelves to 
God; or rather by a certain gradual Paſſiveneſs, Ob- 
livioa of outward Things, and dying to themielves, 
they prepare and fit their Sou/s for the Divine Ap- 
proaches : Thus having barricado'd up their Senſes, 
and made Retrenchments round the Centre of the 
Mind, to ſecure it from the laſt Invaſion and A ſſault 
of Mundane Objects; thither they retire, deſiring 
Death, rather than to take Quarter by a faint Cow- 
ardice, or timorous Apoſtacy, and ſurrender to the 
World. 

Theſe People undergo at certain Times, ſtrange 
Dryneſſes, Deſertions, and Sterilities of Spirit, which 
are the Torments that compoſe the moſt ſevere and 
painful Martyrdoms. A common Death, or any 
violent Diſſolution of the Body, is but the Recreation, 
Sport, or Play of Nature, when compar'd with theſe 
tremendous, tragical and dark Annihilations of the 
Saul. A Man at ſuch a Seaſon ſeems to be reduced 
w an Eternal Cataſtrethe. His Spirit deſcends, and 
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is engulph'd in the Abyſs of Hell; or Hell comes 
up to him, and yawning with its horrid Dragon's 
2 murders the Soul with baneful and infernal 

reath. Yet this they find to be the only near di- 
reteſt Way to Heaven. This is the myſtick Fence, 
the Ditch, Baſtion, and Counterſcarp of Paradiſt. 
He that would fcale the Wall, or enter by the Gates of 
Eden, muſt firſt paſs through theſe terrible Outworks, 
This is the ſtraight and narrow Bridge over which 
each Soul muſt paſs, that would attain immortal 
Life. Moſes, Feſus, Mahomet, and all the Mee. 
gers of God, have pointed at this as the only Way to 
our ſupreme Felicity. Neither was it unknown to 
the Ancient Poets and Phils/ophers among the Gen- 
tiles. Orpheus and Heſiad recommended it in their 
myſterious Verſe. Empedacles, Theophraſtlus, Plats, 
Plotinus, Porphyry, Famblicus, with many others, 
improved the Sacred Revelation, adding new Light: 
- unto the bleſt Diſcovery. And if we take the Hiſtory 
in a right Senſe, unleſs I am deceived, Socrates died 
a Martyr to this important Truth. Many of the 
learned Hebrew Rabbi's have aſſerted it. The Per/iar 
and Arabian Doctors, before and fince the Holy Flight, 
have been its Advocates : And let not Envy refuſe to 
give ſome of the Chriſtian Prieſts their due Ac- 
knowledgment, who preach'd this Doctrine in the 
primitive Aſſemblies, taught it in the publick 
Schools, and enſured it to Poſterity in Learned Ma- 
nuſcripts. Such were Origen and Ammonius, Cl:- 
mens of Alexandria, Simplicius, Chryſotom, Tertullian, 
Auguſtin : And in more modern Times, Thomas 
Aquinas, Marſilius Ficinus, Bonaventure, with many 
others. 

And 'tis eſteem'd the Height of Indian Religion to 
this Day; the Bramins delivering it as an Hereditary 
Article of Faith, and Point of Practice, from im- 
memorable Ages. Since therefore all Regions in the 
World agree in this, notwithſtanding their other ce- 


remonial and ſpeculative Differences; doubtleſs it 
is 
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is the Voice and Will of God, not the Contrivance 
or Innovation of Man. 

Reverend E fend, it is a common Proverb among 
the Chriflians, That whereſoever Gop has a 'lemple, 
the Devil has a Chapel. That cunning Spirit, like 

a Serpent, winds himſelf into outward Forms and 
er of Devotion. But he that builds a Moſque 
in the Centre of his Soul, may bid Defiance to Tagot: 
For that's the Throne of GoD, near which the Demon 
(cannot approach. 

May thou and J, live NOIR ſkreen'd behind our 
ſelves ; for in that dark Receſs from viſible Things, 
the Eternal lives to manifeit his otherwiſe inviſible 
Light. Adieu. 


Paris, 17th of the 6th Moon, 
ef the Year 1070. 


LETTER AT 
70 Cara Hali, Phyſician r tbe Grand 


Sign lor. 


FTE R all my Scepticiſms, I at this Hour be- 
lieve, there is ſomething of us remains im: 
mortal and incorruptible, when our groficr Bodies 
are diflolved. Call it what you will; an Aitral 
Body, a Ghoſt, a Spirit, or any Thing cle: 1 am 
tenſible ſome Part of us will zever die. What fignt- 
bes the vain Diſpute of Words, the darl: Refolves of 
hag de Cave? Let it be Subflance or Accident, Mat- 
er or Form, or a Reſult of all; There is Hill a cer- 
tan Portion of our Nature, againſt which the Strokes 
vi Death, and of ten hundred thouſand Deaths, 
can never prevail. We may be changed indeed ; 
aud maſyucrade it op and down, perhaps through 
1 Uk 
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infinite Worlds, in ſo many different Diſguiſes ; But 
we can never be annihilated, or made nothing. We 
cannot be excluded from the eternal Lift of Atoms, 
The Loſs or Abſence of the leaſt Particle from the Cui. 
verſe, would either cauſe the loudeſt never ending 
Thunders and Lightnings, or an everlaſting Silence, 
Sullenneſs, and Darkneſs. This mighty aggregate 
and ſtupendous Heap of Beings would fatl to Ru- 
in, if there were the leaſt Vacuum, or the ſmall. 
Mite miſſing. Steal but the moſt indiviſible Atom 
from the reſt, and down comes all the Fabrick ; For 
one ſupports another by an inſeparable Adheſion, re- 
ciprocal Congruity, and mathematical Fitneſs. They 
are ſo cunningly hitch'd and knit together, ſo cloſely 
faſten'd and indented each with other, by the origi. 
nal Art, or Chance, which formed the World, that 
all the Motions of this grand Machine would at an 
Inſtant ſtop, in ſuch a Caſe : as does a Watch, when 
the leaſt Tooth is miſſing from any one of the conti- 
guous Wheels. Every Thing in Nature is full and 
pregnant. Neither can there be any other Empti— 
nels ſave what we think we ſee in Bottles, or other 
hollow Vetlels, which, when they are void of Wa- 
ter, Wine, or other Liquor, it is but to be 
cramm'd brimfull of Air; which Element infinvates 
and crowds itſelf into each diminutive Cranny, 
Chink, and Pore of groſſer Subſtances; So if the 
airy Atoms have any Hollowneſles in them, the {mal- 
leſt Vacancy poſhble is ſtill ſupplied with its full 
NMleaſute of the pure Ather; and that again with 
ſome Matter more refined, if ſuch there be; or elſe 
it drinks full Draughts of immaterial Eſſences. And 
by ſuch a ſubordinate Gradation, human Souls, though 
in themſelves perhaps, pure incorporcal Spirits, are 
yet faſtenꝰd and cemented to our Bodies, Thus is one 
Ve ing ſucceſſively, and eternally, either a Syringe, or 
Sponge to another. The Elements inebriate one ano- 
ther by 'Purns: An univerſal Epicuri/m and Drunk- 
enneſs reigns, 
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So the hot Stomach of the Earth, parch'd with 
inward mineral Fires, greedily guzzles down the 
very Salt unpalatable Lees of the Sea, rather than be 
a-dry : with a thouſand thouſand gaping Throats, it 
gulps the Beverage which Neptunc's deep and migh- 
ty Cellar runs withal. 1: pants, and fucks eternally, 
the thick ropy Settlements of the Ocean's Bottom. 
Theſe are diſtil'd again in hidden Limbecks, Cylin- 
ders, and other chemical Veſſels below, that fo the 
gaping Channels on the Superficies, may be conſtant- 
ly ſupplied with more refin'd Liquor, through the 
Springs and Fountains : and yet the Globe not having 
quench'd its Thirſt with this perpetual Draught, con- 

tinually ſips up the Rain, a Liquor more ſublime 
and pure than all the reſt. But this is only on cer- 
tain Holy days of Fate, when the Celeſtial Powers, 
the Planets, Stars, and Conſtellations, order a Da- 
nalma tor the vegetable Race below, to refreſh the 
Herbs, the Corn, and Trees, with Banquets from the 
Clouds. Then the big-bellied Tuns above are roll'd out 
of their hidden Store houſes, and broach'd ; the Con- 
duits of the upper Region ſpout and run with plen- 
titul Showers and Cataracts of Natme's ſeminal 
Juice, the radical all-chearing Nectar of Heaven. 
The greedy Soil imbibes the ſacred ſtrong Caſcade; 
each joyful Turf is frolickſome, and ſwallows down 
large Bumpers of the eleemoſynaity Wine. Whilſt the 
le it dry and crumbling Lump of the late fainting 
Glebe, bas Drops and Sernaculums enough to re- 
vel on; till par y-colour'd Iris, the Mafe,- Domo of 
theſe yearly Feſtivals, perceiving the tender Sceds 
and Roots are well-nigh fuddled with what at {.cond- 
hand they have exhauſted from the over-la.len Ground, 
makes her Appearance in the Clouds, inviting all 
tie Guells to a ſplendid Collation or warm Beams 
and Rays, with which the Sun is minded to regale 
them. 

A grateful, ſoft and chearſul Noit was heard 
throughout the Room before. Ihe Farth aud Air 
were in a meiry Humour. Well pleas'd with the 
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Debauch, they would have fat till Morning at it, be- 
ing loth to leave their Liquor behind 'em, or change 
it for dry Meat. But at the Sight of Vis every one 
changed Countenance; an univerſal Murmur ran 
throughout the Hall; they were ſorry thus to be baulk- 
ed in the midſt of their Mirth: Till courtly Z %% 
come with their ſoft Compliments, and tell 'em, it 
is neceſlary for their Eaſe and Health: Then are 
the Tuns and Bottles removed, with all the drunl:- 
en Tackle, 'The Table ſoon 1s ſpread, and cover'd 
with a rich Courſe of glittering Charges, ſent from 
Phebas. 

That ſponging Planet only lives by Bantering and 
Wbeedles. The illuſtrious Figure he makes i'th' 
World, is always borrowed. He never wore a faſhi- 
onable Dreſs in's Life, but what he took up by Tally 
from the firſt Source of Lights : For which he's 
bound to pay fo vaſt an Intereſt, that he would ne- 
ceſſarily become a Bankrupt, did he not repair his 
broken Fortune, by playing Tricks upon the Earth, 
Thus whilſt he mocks this ſublunary World with 
His pretended Treats, he makes it pay for all with 
coſtly Exhalations. He plunders the Elements, picks 
the Pockets of the Earth, and robs the Treaſures of 
the Sea; Nor can he forbear hlching ſomething from 
the Air; and when he has ſtolen enough, he links 
away i'th' Dark, and flies to the other Side of the 
Globe; there to commence new Shams and Cheats 
upon the Antipodes. And all the while, the Stars 
are full as bad as he: For like a brave High-way- 
man, that Luminary frequents the publick Way of 
Heaven by Day; he robs in open Sight of all the 
World, and leaves a generous Viaticum where ever 
he borrows any thing. But the Stars, thoſe little 
Bullies of the Sky, are perfect N7zht-Pads, Shop-lifts, 
and Sharpers 3 they ſkulk about i'th' Dark, through 
all the private A//zys of the Firmament, and commit a 
thouſand Murders, Rapes, and other Violences. Some 
of their Apes are as venomous as the fatal Eyes of 
Boſiliſss 3 they carry divers kinds of mortal Poiſons 

in 
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in their Looks, which they diſperſe at random in this 
lower World. They ſtrew the Earth with Hembchs, 
1 and other baneful Weeds. They alſo ſcatter 

7 and down the more contagious Seeds of Envy, A- 
va arice, and a thouſand black infernal Vices, which 
take root in human Souls, at our Nativities; and 
crowing up With us, in time bring forth the fatal 
Fruits of Death. The ugly Race of Dragons, Ser- 
ents, Cracediles, and all the reptile Generations, with 
every thing that's hideous, cruel, and deſtructive on 
the Globe, derive their Natures, Qualities, Forms, 
and Di poſitions, from ſome malignant Stars or Con- 
ſiellations, if Aſtrolagers ſay true. So do the ſcaln 
Alon; ers of the volt Abyſs ; and every Bird of horrible 
Figure flying in the Air. They're all the Brood, 
the Emiſlaries, Spies, and Agents of the Powers a- 
bove, ſent down on thieviſh Errands, to prey on 
other Animals, more innocent than themſelves. 

There is an eternal Clauſe in Nature, whillt every 
thing is either on the Hunt or Flight. Thus Heaven 
purloins from Farth, aud that from Heaven again. 
When we are firit conceiv'd, our wandring Seuls are 
catched, as in a well bated Trap. And when we 
die, *tis but the Scal's Eſcape from one Snare to be 
ſoon trapann'd into another. Perhaps a human Body 
may be our Priſon again; or we may be attracted 
by ſome more agreeable Embryo. This magnetick Star 
may draw us up to Heaven, or the wide Jaws of all- 
devouring Orcas may ſwallow us down into the hun- 
ery Paunch of Hell, which Gop avert. 

Learned Haly, let not thou and I be too ſollicitous 
about theſe Things : For all our timerous Forecaſts 
are in vain. But conſidering the ſecret Magnetiſms 
diſperſed throughout the Univerſe, and that every 
thing attracts its Like, let us take care to qualify 
our ſelves with celeſtial Habits and Diſpoſitions ; and 
then we cannot fail of being drawn up to Paradi/e, 


Paris, 2d of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1671. 
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LETTER XIII. 
To the Mufti, 


N Obedience to thy Commands, I ſhall now pro. 

ceed, in relating the moſt memorable Tranſactions 
of former Ages, during the four Great Monarchies ; 
obſerving thy Inſtructions, not to be prolix, or over- 
Curious in tracing down the particular Succeſſions of 
Kings and Princes; but rather to relate the Actions 
of famous Men, the wiſe Sayings of the Ancients, 
with ſuch other Remarks, as may be at once delight- 
fu] and inſtructive, 

*I'will be no Breach of this Rule, to begin where 
J left off in my former Letter, with the Death of 
Darius, and Succeſhon of Xerxes, his younger Son; 
there being ſomething of Nicety in the Plea be- 
tween him and his elder Brother Artabazenes for 
the Crown ; For this laid Claim to it on the Account 
of his Primogeniture: But in regard he was born 
before Darius was made King, the Succeſſion was 
determin'd in Favour of Xerxes, who had a double 
Advantage, in being begot by a crown'd King, and 
born of Af, the Daughter of Cyrus, who firſt 
eltabliſh'd this Monarchy. 

As ſoon as XNerxes was ſettled in the Throne, he 
led an Army into Ege, and ſuppreſſed the Inſur— 
rections in that Country. 'T hen he fitted out a Fleet 
of 4200 Ships, on board of which were above five 
hundred thouſand Men, He had a Land Army 
alſo conſiſting of Two millions and five hundred 
thouſand Soldiers, of ſeveral Nations. With this 
vaſt Multitude he march'd againſt the Greczans ; and 
to facilitate the Voyage of his Fleet, he cauſed one 
Part of his Army to dig a Paſſage through Mount 
Athos, whereby the Sea was let in, and the Ships 
might ſail two a- breaſt; Whilſt another part of the 

Soldier⸗ 
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Soluj-rs were employed in building a Bridge of Boats 
over tile Hellient. No ſooner was this done, but 
there arole a vehement Tempeſt; which ſo diſcom- 
roled thoſe narrow Seas, that between the Winds 
zud Waves, the Boats which made this Bridge were 
all diiperſed, broken, and calt away. 

nis ſo iacenſed Xerxes, that he commanded the 
Zea to be ſcourged with Whips, and a Chain to be 
thrown into it, as a Mark of its future Subjection. 
He alſo beheaded thoſe who built the Bridge, and 
cauſed others to make a new one. 

Llere one of Xerxes's Eunuchs, and a particular 
Favourite of the King, ſent for a Gyecian of the 
iſle of Chios, who had formerly deprived him of 
the Evidences of his F7i/ity, And the old Man com- 
ing with his Sons to wait on this great Courtier, the 
Eunuch cauſed him firll to caſtrate his own Sons, and 
aſterwards forced them to do the ſame by their Father, 
in Revenge of his own Lots aud Diſgrace. 

From hence Xerxes marched with his Army by 
the Flace where once ſtood the famous Town of 
ey, went in Pilgrimage to the Tomb of King Pri- 
amus; Where he ſacrificed ten Hecatombs of Oxen to 
the Ghoſts of the ancient Heroes, and to the Divinity 
of the River of Scamander, which his Soldiers drank 
dry, and yet half of them had not quench'd their 
Thirſt. 

After this, he came to the Helleſpont, where taking 
a Survey of all his Land and Sea-Forces, which 
cover'd the Helleſpont, and all the neighbouring Shores; 
and contemplating the Shortneſs of Man's Life; and 
that of ſo innumerable a Multitude, not one ſhould 
be alive at an hundred Years End, he wept bitterly. 

Then having ſacrificed to the Sun, for the good 
Succeſs of his Expedition, he cauſed all his Army to 
paſs over the Helleſpont by his Bridge of Boats; after 
which, they drank their Way through another River, 
which had not Water enough to ſatisfy half his Men 
and Cattle: For his Army increaſed all the Way, by 
the Acceſſions of Soldiers out of every Nation through 
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which he paſſed. Yet Leonidas, King of Sparta, with 
a ſmall Body of 4000 Lacedemonians, gave Battle to 
the whole Army of Xerxes. And in a Sea-Fight at 
Salamis, the Perfians loſt 5oo Ships, with a conſider. 
able Part of their Army; which, with other Dil. 
alters, or Sickneſs, Famine, &c. ſo terrified this great 
Monarch, that he poſted back again as faſt as he could, 
by the Way of the Hell:pont, which he croſſed in a 
Poor Fiſher-Boat all alone, leaving Mardonius to pur- 
ſue the Wars in Greece. But an ill Fate attended their 
Arms; for at P/atea the Grecians ſet upon them un- 
der Pauſanias their General, and routed the whole 
Army, killing above two hundred thouſand of them 
upon the Spot, and burning their Camp and Navy. 

Aerxes hearing theſe ill Tidings, fled towards his 
own Country; and by the Way ſet Fire to the Tem- 
ples of the Gods of Babylon, and other Parts of 4/a, 
ſparing none but that magnificent Fane at Fpheſus, 
Which was renown'd throughout the whole World. 

About this time died Pagapates, the faithful Eu- 
nuch of Darius, who had paſſed ſeven whole Years 
mourning at the Tomb of his Maſter. 

I muſt not omit the Treachery of Pauſanias, the 
Lacedemonian General, who held a private Corre- 
ſpondence with Xerxes. And having been twice ac- 
cuſed of Treaſon, and as often acquitted, was the 
third Time diſcovered by a Boy, whom he kept as 
his Minion ; and by the Sentence of the Eybori, was 
Rarved to Death. 

Thou haſt forbidden me to augment the Bulk of 
theſe hiſtorical Letters, with Gloſles, or Remarks of 
my own, or elſe it were a proper Occaſion to put 
thy Holineſs in mind, how great a Value ought to be 
ſet on a faithful Man; and let Nature itſelf plead my 
Excuſe for entrenching on thy Orders, whilſt I vin- 
dicate my ſelf from the Calumnies of the Envious ; 
and beg of thee to reſt aſſured, That no Man on 
Earth can be truer to bis T:ift, than the Arabian 
Slave Mahmur. 


Bus 
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Bat to return to Xerxes. He was unfaithfully dealt 
with by the Captain of his Guard; who by the 
Aſtiſtance of Spamitres the King's Chamberlain, 
and ſeven other Conſpirators, killed him in his Bed 
with his eldeſt Son Darius, and crowned Artaxerxcs 
in his ſtead. 

To him fled Themiflocles the Athenian, who was 
ſuſpected a Partner in the Treaſon of Pauſanias. 
The King received him into his Favour, and made 
him Governor of a Province, adding the Gift of 
five great Cities, to furniſh him with Money for the 
Expences of his Table and Wardrobe. And this the 
King did, not as a Reward or Encouragement of 
Treaſon, (from which he knew Themiſlocles was 
free, being falſly accuſed by the Athenians,) but he 
heaped thoſe Honours on him, as a Debt to the 
Merits of that once illuſtrious Enemy, now become 
a Friend, and ſeeking Shelter in the Perſian King- 
dom, from the barbarous Ingratitude of his own 
Countrymen; who, for all his eminent Services to 
Greece, could think of no better Acknowledgment, 
than to put to death as a Traytor, the braveit and 
wiſeſt Captain of that Age. 

Not long after this, the Perſians loſt two hundred 
Ships in a Sea-Fight with the Grecians, and were 
routed at Land by a Stratagem of Cimon, the Gre- 
cian General, who after the Naval Victory, put his 
Men on Board the Pægſian Veſſels which he had ta- 
ken, and apparelling them in the Garments of the 
Perfian Captives, landed them near the Enemies Camp 
in Pamphylia ; who taking them for Friends, ſuffer- 
ed them to enter their 'I'renches without Jealouſy ; 
and fo were all flaughter'd, except a few, who ef- 
caped by the Swiftneſs of their Horſes. 

About this time, Pericles was made Prince of A 
%s, of whom I made mention in my former Let- 
ters. And Tremiſtocles being made General of the 
P11/i2n Army, and ſent againſt the Greciaus; rather 
han fight againſt his Country, or betray the Cauſe 
dl his new Maſter, became a voluntary Victim to his 
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own Integrity and Honour : For, facrificing a Bull 
in his March, he drank off a Bowl cf the Blood, 
and fell down dead at the Foot of the Altar. 

The next War the Perſians were engaged in, was 
with Egypt; where in a Battle near Memphis, they 
loft an hundred thouſand Men. But ſending freſh 
Recruit, they dried up the River Nile, where the 
Athenian Fleet, confederate with the Egyptians, lay 
at Aichur. Which ſo amazed the Egyptians, that 
they made their Peace with them: And the Aube. 
:ians let their own Ships on Fire, in number 200, 
and returned home with Diſgrace, when they had 
been ſix Years in Egypt. And after this, a Peace 
was concluded between the Perfians, and thoſe of 
Greece, And in the fifth Year of the 8th Olympiad, 
which Joon followed, there was an univerſal Peace 
throughout the World, which continued till the firſt 
Year of the 87th Olympiad, at what time began the 
Peloponneſian War. | 

In the 4th Year of the 88th Olympiad, Artaxerxes 
died, and his Son NXerxes was inveſted with the 
Crown. But at a Year's End, being overcome with 
Wine, and falling aſleep in a Place where no Guard 
was kept, his Bro.ber Secundianus, with the Help of 
an Eunuch, murder'd him, and took the Government 
on himſelf. He allo was ſoon after diſpatched by his 
B other Daria. 

1 over-run whele Olympians, without mentioning 
any Thing, ſave the Iranſactions which made moſt 
Noiſe in thoſe Times. But I am unwilling to flip 
the Reign of any King, though I ſpeak, but two 
Words of it, that ſo thou mayeſt have a perict 
Idea of their Succeſſion. 

During the whole Series of Darius's Reign, Hi 
ſtory mentions nothing rema:kable, but is taken up 
in relating the little Quarrels, and Reconcilia- 
tions of ſeveral Provinces in Greece, ſome private 
"Treaties between the Perfan Governors of Leſſer 
Aſia and thoſe of Peteponne/ſus, and the Overtures of 


Peace between the Lacedemonians and the Perſians, 
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the End of the Peloaponneſian War, with ſuch other 
Paſlages, as would be too tedious for a Letter. 

J will only rehearſe a memorable Saying of Da- 
rius, on his Death-bed, to his eldeit Son Artaxerxes, 
who was to ſucceed him in the Throne. Ihe Prince 
being aſſured by the Royal Phyſicians, that his Fa- 
ther's End drew near, thus addreſſed Darius: My 
« Father, fince it is the Wül of the Gods to take 
you from Earih, into their own bleſſed Society, 
© and that you have been pleaſed, with the Conſent 
of the Nobles, to declare me your Succeſſor in 
the Kingdom; tell me, I beſeech you, by what 
Methods of Policy you have govern'd this Empire 
* theſe nineteen Years, that ſo I may follow your 
c 
* 
c 
s 


Example.“ To whom the King reply'd; © My Son, 

be aſſur'd, That if my Reign has been bleſſed with 

greater Succeſs and Peace, than thoſe of my Pre- 

decefiors, *tis becauſe in all Things I have honour- 

ed the immortal Gods, and done Juitice to every 
Man.“ 

As ſoon as Artaxerxes was poſſeſſed of the Crown, 
he ſent for his Brother Cyrus, and put him in Ma- 
nacles of Gold, with Delign to make him privately 
away; but at the Interceſſion of his Mother, he releaſed 
him again, and reſtor'd him to his Government of 
Lydia. 

About this Time, P/ato the Philoſopher being 
very young, gave an early Specimen of a ripe Wit, 
in comforting Antimachus the Poet, who loſt the 
Garland in a Conteſt with Niceratus, at the Ly/an- 
drian Feaſt. For when he beheld the Poet extreme- 
ly vex'd at.the Ignorance and Partiality of Ly/ander, 
who knew not how to diſtinguiſh between his lofty 
Meaſures, and the flat Rhimes of his Antagoniſt ; 
Plato bid him be of good Courage: For, ſaid he, 
his Ignorance no more diminiſhes thy Knowledze, than 
a blind Man's miſtaking thee for another, would deprive 
thee of thy Sight. 

When Cyrus was return'd to his Government he 
Plotied to depoſe his * and to win ander 
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to his Party, he preſented him with a Ship built all 
of Gold and Ivory. Alcibiades, the famous Athe. 
nian Captain perceiving this, deſign'd to give A. 
taxerxes notice of his Brother's 'I'reaſon : But b 
the Way he was murthered himſelf by ſome Sol- 
diers, hired ior that Purpoſe by Ly/ander ; who yet 
durit not ſet upon him in the Day-time, when he 
was armed in his own Defence, but in the Night 
ſet his Houſe on Fire; and as he was eſcaping thro' 
the Flames and Smoke, they, lying in Ambuſh, ſhot 
him dead with Arrows. 

However, Artaxerxes quickly became ſenſible of 
his Brother's Deſigns ; and raiſing an Army of Nine 
hundred thouſand Men, gave him Battle not far from 
Babylon. In the Fight he was wounded by Cyr: ; 
but after a hot Diſpute, Cyrus was kill'd, and 4r- 
taxerxes got the Victory. 

Pariſatis, the Mother of Cyrus, to revenge the 
Death of her Son, cauſed thoſe that wounded him 
to be kilPd with lingring Torments; and inviting 
Queen Statira the Wite of Artaxerxes to a Feaſt, 
ſhe divided the Bird Rhindaces aſunder with a Knife 
poiſoned on one Side, and gave the venomed Part to 
Statira, eating the other herſelf. Upon which, the 
Queen died in horrible Anguiſh and Torture. 

The famous Deeds of many Heroes are alſo re- 
corded, during the Reign of this Artaxerxes; as of 
Aeefilaus, King of the Spartans; Iphicrates, Phar- 
nabaxus, Ti/Japhernes, and Tiribazus, Perſians, with 
Conon the Athenian. But fearing to intrench on thy 
Patience, I content my ſelf with only mentioning 
their Names, and fo finiſh my Letter with the Con- 
cluſion of Artaxerxes's Life, who died of Griet 
for the Death of his Son Ar/ames, whom Ochus, his 
Brother, had cauſed to be murthered out of Envy and 
Jealouſy, becauſe his Father doated on him. 

If I have not anſwered thy ExpeCtation in this Let- 
ter, blame not me, but the Hiſtorians, from whom 
I have collected theſe Paſiages; or accuſe the Men 
of that Age, that they did not perform greater Ac- 
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tions. However, in the next thou ſhalt hear of the 
Birth and Life of a great Prophet, even Alexander, 
the Conqueror of all ia. In the mean Time, I 
plunge my ſelf in the Ideas of the Duſt thou tread- 
eſt on, and ſhrinking into an Abſtrat of Humility, 
J bid thee Adieu. 


Paris, 24 of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1671. 


The END of the Third Book, 
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To Peſteli Heli, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Cultoms, and Superintendent 
of the Arſenal at Conſtantinople. 


WAH Know not well, whether it is my 
ENVE: 


I 8 Part to be ſorry or glad, when I hear 
S NE thy Son is wild and prodigal ; that he 
Ef |S; is amorous, and very much addicted 
(AA Sy "ty, to frolick with Women, Wine, and 
S REEF. Mulick; that he frequents the Baths, 


and Play- loules, on purpoſe to make ſome _ 
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for his Love, that he may ſometimes get a Sight of 
beautiful Ladies, and have the Pleaſure of being ad- 
mitted into their Company ; that he haunts the 
Society of Foreign Merchants, the Houfes of Chri- 
ſtian Ambaſſadors, and inſinuates himſelf into the Ac- 
quaintance and Familiarity of all 'Travellers who make 
any Figure in the Imperial City. 

J protelt, it ſeems difficult in my Opinion to de- 
termine, whether thou thy ſelf haſt Reaſon to be 
grieved at all this, or not rather to rejoice, as at a 
Preſage of his future good Fortune, ſince it is a ma- 
nifelt Argument of the Greatneſs of his Soul: And 
let that alone to work out its own Way to Happi- 
neſs. Never check a generous Spirit. For ſuch are 
full of the Divinity. "They are the Eagles, the Lions, 
the Kings and Princes of the Earth. 't heir Veins 
flow with ſacred Blood: Their Nerves ſtrut with 
the Milk of Paradiſe. A thouſand Excellencies poſ- 
ſeſs their Hearts, and ten thouſand Perfections take 
Root in their Brains. Whatever of precious is ſcat- 


tered up and down in the Elements, meets in their 


accompliſhed Nature, as in an Epitome, or rich 
Compendium of the brighteit Effences ; an Extract 
of all that is valuable, good, and lovely in the Uni- 
verle. 

Be not diſcourag'd to ſee thy Son amorous of Wo- 
men: *Tis a Sign of a good Nature. And he 1s 10vl;'d 
upon as a Monſter, or degenerate Perſon, who fee!s 
no Wa:mths or Paſſions for that lovely Sex. Women 
are ſent into the World, on purpoſe to blow up thoſe 
gentle Flames within our Breaits, which fublimate 
our groſſer Mould, and make us more refin'd. Love 
is a facred Frenzy of the Soul, a div ne Madneis. 
clevating a Man up to the Pitch of a Santone, and 
rendring him the Care of the benigner Demons. He 
is every Where ſafe; having the Favour of Gods and 
Men, as the Roman Poet expreſſes it: 


Quiſi uis amore tenetur, eat tutuſgue ſacergue, 
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And had it not been for thy own Experience of 
this noble Paſſion, thou hadſt not had a Son to com- 
Plain of, 

Perhaps it makes him expenſive and coſtly in his 
Manner of living. He would, no doubt, appear 
gay and polite in the Eyes of his Miſtreſſes: He 
would be generous and magnificent in his Enter— 
tainments, liberal to his Friends and Acquaintance, 
charitable to all Perſons in Diſtreſs. And canſt thou 
really blame him for putting in Practice ſo many 
amiable Virtues? Is not this better than to ſee him 
of a ſneaking, ſordid Temper, addicted to Avarice, 
and other ignoble Vices? Remember thy own Ge- 
nius, when thou wert young; what a paſſionate De- 
light thou tookeſt in travelling: Vet, this could not 
be maintained without great Charges. Conſider 
therefore, that it is thy own Blood, running in the 
Veins of thy Son, which prompts him to a noble 
Way of living. And do not thou imitate thoſe Fathers, 
who by their Severity, teach their Children to de— 
enerate, inſtead of making them better, or more 
reformed. They frighten them from the Paths of 
innate Virtue, for the Lucre of their Gold, take a- 
bundance of Pains to inſtruct them in the Methodz 
of Covetouſneſs; as if that alone were the Zenith of 
Wiſdom and Virtue, whereas it 1s in Truth the very 
Sink and Seminary of all Vice. 

] will relate to thee a Story which I have heard 
in Paris, which has ſomething in it very ſingular 
and remarkable, concerning the Affection and Car: 
of a Father toward his extravagant and prodigal Son. 
This old Gentleman had a fair Seat, about ten Leagues 
from this City, which had belonged to his Famil, 
for the Space of five hundred Years, His year! 
Revenue was very conſiderable ; and having only one 
Son, he gave him the Liberty of managing half his 
Ellate, when he came to the Age of one and twenty 
Years, | 
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This young Spark being of a high Spirit, was ſo 
fax from harbouring any Thoughts of Frugality, 
that he could hardly brook: the Neceility of living 
within the Compaſs of his Allowance. He addicted 
himſelf to Gaming, Drinking, and other lewd Cour- 
ſes, which in a ſhort Time conſum'd his Means, 
and reduced him to great Streights. 

About the ſame Time his Father died, and leſt 
him the Remainder of his Eſtate, giving him ai 
the Inſtructions that are uſual in ſuch Caſes; and 
among the reſt of his ſage Counſels, he charged him, 
if it ſhould be his Misfortune to become a Bankrupt 
again, ſo as to be forced to ſell his Eſtate, that he 
would at leaſt not part with that Houſe, which had 

been ſo long in the Poſſeſſion of their Family: Eſpe- 
cially he conjured him to reſerve one particular 
| Chamber for himſelf as long as he lived, Which was 
the ſame where he then lay a-dying ; For this, fail 
| he, erill be a Sanctuary for you, when you have no 


tier Place of Refuge in the World. 


After the old Man's Deceaſe, his Son fell to his 
1 ſormer Courſe of Life; and, to make ſhort of it, in 
| a ſew Years ſpent all his Patrimony; even that very 
3 | JTouſe it ſelf, which he was forced to ſell at laſt 
ſar an Under-price, to ſupply his preſent Neceſſi- 
7 ties, However, he obeyed his Father's laſt Injunction; 
| and in the Sale of the Houſe, made Articles for the 
| 2 may Claim and Uſe of that Chamber to him- 
r | (. a 
> It was not long before he had conſumed the Mo- 
N ney which he had received for the Houſe : So that 


now his laſt Support was gone. He try'd to borrow 
of ſome of his Friends and Acquaintance: And in 
Charity they ſupply'd him at firſt with ſmall Sums : 
Put when he often preſs'd them, they grew weary of 
of him, and deny'd to part with any more, 

The diſconſolate Gentleman, overwhelm'd with 
Grief and Melancholy, returns to his Chamber, ho- 
ring to find ſome Eaſe in that private Receſs, where 
he 
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he might at leaſt have tivilege ot venting lis 
Sorrow in Sighs and Tess. 

He paſs'd away fom- ime in this defceled Con. 
dition, when at leigth. ae caſt his Eyes on an d 
Trunk which ſtood in the Corner of the Chamber, 
and which he had ſc:rce ever regarded before. An 
odd Curichty prompted him to riſe and look 110 
this Trunk, perhaps not fo much in Hopes of Hs. 
ing any Relief there, as to divert himſelf and pes 
away the tedious Minutes. A yet "its natural Ver 
Pechie in great Calamities and Misfortu nes, to f tur 
tht ele with the Imagination of unexpettea Re 
and lo catch at every the leaft Glimpſe or Shadgw, liel 
feems to preſage any Good, Be it how it will, be del 
to rifliug the 'Irunk, but found nothing, ſave a Par. 
cel of old Rags and Papers, with other Remnant 
and Fragments of Silk, Linnen, and Velvet, tre 
Reliques and Spoils of his Father's Wardrobe, Tl 
was no Booty tor him: However, he ceaſed not hs 
Scrutiny, till he had quite empty'a the Trunk; when, 
to his no {mall Aſtoniſnment, he found theſe Word 
on the Bottom: Ah, Prodigal! haſt thou ſpent a, 
and fold thy Houſe ? Now go and hang thy ſelf. Thr 
is a Rope ready provided for thee in the Beam of tht 
Chamber. | 

The young Gentleman looking to the Ceiling, 
and ſeeing a Halter hang there, being faiten'd to an 
Iron Ring, was ſtruck with ſuch a Damp, that con. 
cluding it was the Will of Fate, that he ſhould full 
the Words he found on the Bottom of the Trunk, 
he immediately took a Chair, or Stool, and placing 
it juſt under the Rope, got up and raiſed himſelf up. 
on it, that ſo he might the better reach the deſigned 
Inſtrument of his Death. 

He ſtood not long muſing: For Life appear'd now 
inſupportable to him. Wherefore putting the Hal 
ter about his Neck, in the Height of Deſpair be 
kick'd the Stool away: When behold, inſtead 0! 
hanging there, he fell to the Ground, the weighty 
Swing of his Body having pulled out a Piece © 
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ſquare Timber from the Beam, being that Part to 
which the Ring was faſten'd. Immediately he was 
like to be overwhelmed, and buried alive in a great 
Heap of Gold, which came ſhowering down upon 
him out of the hollow Place, which his Father had 
contrived on Purpoſe in the Beam, to put this kind 
Sarcaſm on his Son, now ſufficiently mortified by ſo 
many Sorrows. 

In a word, this made ſo deep an Impreſſion on 
him, that he grew reform'd, buying all his Eſtate 
back again with Part of the Money ; and employing 
the reſt in Merchandizing, grew to be a richer Man 
than his Father, or any of his Progenitors. 

Dear Peſteli, thy Son is Generous and Witty : It is 
thy Part to reclaim him by Methods agreeable to his 
Nature. For Ruggedneſs and Auſterity will make 
him but the worſe, 


Paris, 5th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1671. 


— 


LETT EN II. 


To Codorafrad Cheick, a Man of the 
Law. 


E RF has happened an Accident of late which 

1 t-ltifies the Zeal of the French for their Reli- 
gion, as well as it diſcovers the 1ath and unwarran- 
table Fury of a bigotted Deſperado. This Perſon was 
one of that Sect they call Hugonots, of whom there 
are great Mulcitudes in France; and they are diame- 
trically oppoſite to thoſe of the Roman Faith in their 
Principles, and the Manner of worſhipping God ; yet 
are tolerated by the State, to prevent the Inconve- 
mences of a Civil War, and the Effuſion of Human 


Blood. 


— 
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Blood. The King chuſing rather by Clemency 9 
win them to his Party, than by a ſevere Fxccutign 
of the Laws in Force againſt them, to compel their 
Conſciences in Matters relating to God. 

Vet many Men are of Opinion, that this Royal 
Condeſcenſion will not have its defired Effect, upon 
a ſtubborn and ungrateful Sort of People; who, in. 
liead of being obliged to Fidelity aud Obedience by 
ſuch indulgent Favours, are apt to interpret them az 
Arguments of the King's Impotence and Dviability to 
puniſh thoſe that reſiſt his Authority, and to barden 
themſelves the more in their factious Inſolence: 4: 
it will appear by what I am going to relate of a 
certain religious Furioſo, a Hugonot, by Profeſſion. 
This Fellow coming one Day into the great Temrle 
in Paris, which they call Noftre Dame, makes up di- 
rectly toward the Prieſt who was celebrating N!:'s ; 
and waiting a convenient Seaſon to execute his Pur: 
poſe, juſt as the Prieſt was elevating that which they 
cileem the Sacramental Body of Jeſus the Mr: 7: 
above his Head, according to Cuſtom, that it might 
be adored by all the Congregation ; this Ruffian ſtept 
to him, and ſtriking the Wafer out of his Hand, 
trampled it under Foot, and then aſſaſſinated the Pric! 
with his Dagger. . 

The whole Aſſembly were aſtoniſhed at ſuch an 
unexampled Attempt. They ſtood ſtill like Statues 
for a while, and ſuffered the Villain to paſs througi 
the Throng, till he came to the very Gate of the 
Temple: When beginning to rouze out of their Stu— 
pefaction, ſome ran after him, and ſo he was ſeiz d, 
and carried before the next Cadi, or Judge of Crimi— 
nal Cauſes, who condemn'd him to have his Right 
Hand ſirſt cut off before the Gate of the ſame Temple, 
where he had been guilty of this Aſſaſſine and Pro- 

hanation, and his Body preſently afterwards to be 
— alive. Which was accordingly executed. 
But not thinking this a ſufficient Expiation of the 


Diſhonour done to God, the Archbiſhop of Par! 
com- 


Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. 189 


com manded Prayers to be made, which they call the 
Cralions of Forty Hours. He appointed alſo a So— 
l!mn Proceſſion of all the Clergy to the Temple of 
Notre Dame, to cleanſe it from the Defilement which 
( cco rding to their Belief) it had contracted by this 
iplous Action. The ſeveral Companies of the 
City !il;cwiſe attended theſe Ceremonies in their Robes 
of Honour, to teſtify their Devotion. 

{hou wilt not conclude me an Infidel, or ſay that 
. undertake the Patronage of the Roman Religion, 

{I condemn this Fellow as a Martyr to his own 
rel nption and Arrogance, The Romans and Hu- 
gonats are all alike to me, ſo long as they are equal- 
ly Enemies to the Meſſenger of God. But it is not 
decent or wiſe, neither good Manners nor Policy, to 
:[ront the eſtabliſned Religion of the Country where 
a Man lives. Twas ſufficient that this Ruthan and 
all his Brethren had the Liberty of ſerving God after 
their own Way. It was an unpardonable Immora- 
lity to diſturb the lawful Prieſts of the Nation, eſpe- 
cially in ſo barbarous a Manner, in the very Height 
of their Mytteries, the midſt of their daily Sacrifice, 
at the Altar of their God, where they profeſs to im- 
molate after a tranſcendant Manner, no leis than the 
Poly. and Blood of the Mz/7as. 

Boubtleſs, all Nations are zealous for their Religion, 
d we Mufulmans ſhould not ſcruple to put to 

cath a head-flrong Giafar, who would preſume but 
to pollute our ſacred Moſgues by his uncircumciſed 
Freizence; much leſs ſhould we ſpare him, if he at- 
tetapted to offer any Violence to a true Believer, as 
he was adoring the Eternal Unity after the Way ob- 
terved by our Fathers, and commanded by the Pro- 
pet. And tho” theſe Nazarenes are Worſhippers of 
Images and Pictures; tho' they adore that which to 
all curward Appearance is but a Piece of Bread; yet 
the Precept of Moſes ought to be regarded, which 
lays, Ye ſhall not bloſp —. the Gods of the Nations 
ach f ye go to devel, 


Venerable 
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Venerable Succeilor of Moſes and the Prophets, 
vouchſafe to pray for Mahmut, that whilit he dwells 
among theſe Infidels, he may neither make Ship. 
wreck of his Faith by embracing their Vanities, 
nor yet forfeit his Diſcretion by any rude, unſeemly, 
or violent Carriage againſt them. 


Paris, 234 of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year i671. 


LET :T-:5 KR . 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


1 2 HERE are a Sort of Men among the Naxa 
rene Eccleſiaſticks, whom they call Caſuiſts. 
Theſe are profoundly vers'd in the Learning of the 
Schools, which (if thou remembreſt) honeſt Father 
Antonio, the Old Sicilian Prieſt, our Friend, uſed to 
term, The Science of Huſks. A dry, chaffy Sort df 
Knowledge, conſiſting only of empty vapid No- 
tions, windy Ideas, Diſtinctions made in Sand, 
which may be effaced, alter'd, or form'd at Plen- 
fure. The very Contemplation of thefe Metaphy— 
ſical Trifles, is enough to put one in a Fever; 10 
fubtle is the Poiſon they contain: a Spiritual Venom, 
which darts like Light:.ing thro? one's Thoughts, and 
ſoon ferments the Soul, boiling our Reaſon up, to 
ſcum and froth it ſelf away in Divine Jargon and Ke: 
ligious Nonſenſe. 
Theſe Men will ſplit a Hair in Divinity to make 
a Scruple, or to diſannul it. They raiſe a Duſt in tue 
Eyes of thoſe that give heed to them, and play ta 
and looſe with. Human Reaſon, as it ſerves a Porn. 
They'll. maixc-a Hog of a Cuſhion, and turn an Ee 
Plant into a Cuiice-Diih, with their enchanting Hoc: 
ceitics, 
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ceities, Identities, Quatenus's, and the reſt of their 
Learned Legerdemain, the perfect Hocus-Pocus of the 
Sorbonne 3 by which they juggle Men out of their 
genſes; and frame Chimæra's far more monſtrous 
than thoſe in the Fictions of Ovid, or the more 
early and myſterious Poems of Muſæut, Orpheus, 
and H.ſd. They teach Men to ſtumble at a Feather 
in the Way of a Religious Life, yet not to boggle 
at a Milſtone or a Mountain, where Intereſt calls for 
Reſolution and Speed. They ſtart more Difficulties 
than themſelves can anſwer in the Caſes of the Poor. 
But where Plenty of Gold appears, every Thing is 
made eaſy and plain. Nlere Higglers in Religion; 
Quacks and Empiricks in Matters of Conſcience ; 
murdering a Thouſand diltemper'd Souls, for one 
they cure : Pretending to be Guides to Paradiſe, they 
lead Men through uncouth Paths and intricate Wind- 
ings, till they are loſt in Labyrinths of Error, bor- 
dering on the Confines of Hell. And then they 
leave them to themſelves ; where, if they make one 
falſe Step, they go out of their Bounds ; treſpaſs on 
the Devil's. Frontiers; and fo are either in Danger of 
a Precipice, or at leaft of being taken Captives by 
the outlying Scouts cf the Infernal Kingdom, from 
whom 'tis difficult to eſcape. 

There were ſuch as theſe alſo among the Tewws 
and Gentiles of old, and ſo theie are at this Day in 
all Religions, Men who are ſevere in Punctilio's, and 
neglect the more important Precepts of the Law. 
Nor can the Mu//ulmans themſelves be free from this 
Embarratiment of the Faith and Truth brought. 
down from Heaven. 

t thou obſerveſt the grave and ſupercilious Looks 
of our Imaums Mollahs, Cadies, &c. thuu'it take 
em for the juſteſt Men, the holieſt Saints on Earth. 


Mark but their Diſcourſe, *tis an Abridgment of the 


MAlcoran, They're ſeen each Morning at the firſt Hour 
of Publick Prayer, walking before the Moſques, or ſit- 
ting in the Royal Cemeteries, under ſome melancholy 
Cypreſs, 
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Cypreſs, reading the Book of 4/3nakh, or ſome other 
ſpiritual Treatiſe. With Eyes catt.,up to Heaven, or 
humbly fixed upon the Ground, and mimick Poſtures 
of their Hands, they act Devotion to the Life : Yet, 
in their Hearts, perhaps, are ſtudying how to cir— 
cumvent their Neighbours. 

Go to theſe Perſons for Inſtruction in any doubt. 
ful Caſe, they will hamper thee with far-fetched 
Terms and crabbed Problems; with formal AſpeRs, 
and tedious Circumlocutions ; ſtroaking their Beards, 
and ſighing from deceitful Breaſts, they will in- 
duſtriouſly amuſe thy Soul with dark /Enigma's, and 
trapan thy Senſe in Snares of inſignificant and unin- 
telligible Words; ſtriving to make thee believe, they 
are the Picklocks of the eternal Cabinet, if not the 


Privy-Counſellors of Heaven: Whereas the way of 


Piety is plain, and circumſcribed with certain noted 
Boundaries. Tis hard indeed for a bewilder'd Tra- 
veller to find the narroweſt Gate, and firſt Avenue of 
this ſacred Path, amongſt ſo many gorgeous glitter- 
ing Portals ever ſtanding open, and inviting Men into 
the ſpacious Fields of Vice. But when he has once: 
entered the obſcurer Paſs, he has nothing elſe to do, 
but go directly on, without turning to the right 
Hand, or the Left, only regarding the fixed Land- 
marks of eternal Truth, invariable Reaſon, and ſound 
Morality. To ſpeak plainly, a Mau's Duty is com- 
prehended in a few eaſy Rules; and he that goes to 
render 'em difficult, by knotty, therny Gloſies, throws 
Stumbling-blocks before the Feet of true Bclievers, 
and interrupts their Pilgrimage to Heaven. 

My Friend, if any pious Scruple trouble thee or 
me, let us henceforth be our own Caſuiſts; and not 
by blind implicit Faith, enſlave our Souls to Len 
perhaps more ignorant than cur ſelves. The Law 13 
plain and poſitive, in neceſſary Matters. What need 
we ſeek to entangle our ſelves more? 

If we perform our Oraiſons at the appointed Hours, 
what matter is it, whether we obſerve the fix Tradi- 

tionar) 
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tionary Poſtures, or no ? We that are illuminated, I 
only ſpeak of ſuch. As for the phlegmatick dull 
Multitude, 'tis fit they ſhould be curb'd with Diſci- 
pline, and made to obſerve the nice Punctilio's of 
Obedience. What ſignifies the old verſatile Turn 
of the Head, from one Side to the other, as if we 
thought to catch the Prophet peeping over our 
Shoulders? Or, where is the Senſe of the profounder 
Myſtery of poring on our Fingers with extended 
Palms, as if we were at School, and learning our Al- 
phabet; or imitated the clowniſh Ruſticks of Arme- 
nia; who as they work 'th' Fields and Vineyards, 
will make a Dial of their Hand, a Gnomon of a 
Straw, and loſe an Hour in ſtedfaſt gazing on their 
dirty Fiſts, to know what time of Day it 15? Then 
the myſterious reſting of our Hands upon our Knees, 
with other formal Ceremonies ; What are they all, 
but an external Diſcipline, conſirm'd by ancient Cu- 
ſom, and obſerved for Order's fake? "This need not 
trouble thee or me, whenever we have occaſion tg 
retrench ſuch indifferent Niceties. 

Nay, to go farther; if we ſhould neglect the 
tated Periods of ſolemn Adoration, compelled there- 
to by Sickneſs, Travelling, or any other Neceſſity; 
be not diſconſolate, as if thou hadit been guilty of a 
mortal Sin. Some ſupererogating Work of Charity, 
will cancel ten ſuch Faults as chat: Or at leaſt, thou 
may'ſt Lok boldly in the Face of God, when at ano- 
ther Seaſon, on thy Knees, thou malceſt ample Com- 
penfation ; or by ſacred Abſtinence and Faſting, dif- 
rerſeſt all the Miſts and Clonds of Guilt, that fat fo 
heavy on thy Soul. The Times are all alil:e to him that 
is Eternal. There's no Diſtinction of Day or Night, 
with that immortal Eſſence, who made the Sun and 
Stars, and is Himſelf the unchangeable Source of Light. 

So, if we ſhould addreſs ourſelves to Heaven, with- 
ont the uſual Forms of Prayer, or any Words at all; 
we have no reaſon to be ſad, as if our Oraiſons were 
1-":&tual and unheard, In the eternal, high 
beccels, our filent Vows, and ſefteſt Whiſpers of the 
N Soul, 
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Soul, echo as loud as the moſt bold, and noiſy Cl: 
mour of the Tongue. There is a Rank of Spirit 
among the reſt above, on purpoſe made to waft the 
ſecret 'Thoughts of mortal Men to Heaven. We can. 
not fail of Audience there, whenever we ſend the 
leaſt Ejaculation up, with firm Credentials from the 
Heart. 

In a word, believe, my Dgnet, That the Supreme. 
ly Intelligent and Wiſe chiefly regards the Intention 
and Fervor of our Minds, the habitual Bent of our 
Souls, with the innocent and pious Actions of our 
Lives. He is not to be moved (unleſs to Indigna- 
tion) by the vain Tautologies of our verbal Orailons, 
the nauſeating Crambe of devouteſt Words, common 
to Hypocrites and Perſons of Sincerity, to the moſt 
incorrigible Sinners and the greateſt Saints, The 
humble Silence of a Heart reſign'd to Deſtiny, is a 
pacifick Sacrifice, atoning for the greateſt Sins, at- 
tracting choiceſt Favours, Smiles and Benedictiors 
from the Eternal. This is the Diſcipline of ſacrel 
Love, the Rule of perfe& Life, the ſecret Chart of 
the Elect, whereby they ſteer their Courſe to Para- 
diſe. | 

Which of the Prophets was a formal Beadſman, 
to number out his Oraiſons at Finger's-End, and of. 
ſer up to Gop a ſhort and vain Retail of Words, in 
Recompence of infinite Bounties paſt, and in hopes 
of more to come ? 

When Mahomet was purſued by cruel Infidels, and 
forc'd to make the Wilderneſs his SanQuary, and 
hide himſelf within the Hollow of an aged Oak, he 
did not ſeek to amuſe the Eternal with ſtudied Forms 
of Speech, and human Eloquence, or tire th' im- 
mortal Ears with a religious long Harangue ; as it 
he thought to enſnare the general Mercy of the Ho- 
ly One, in Trains of artificial and elaborate Lan. 
guage, or catch his more particular Indulgence, 
in a Trap of ſubtle Rhetorick. The harmle!s 
Saint, with Heart and Face compos'd, with {el!- 
denying Thoughts and Looks, ſtood like a Statue * 

the 
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the bleſſed Alum: Whilſt gentle Rivulets of com- 
paſſionate Tears trill'd down his Cheeks, his Soul 
was pierced with ſacred Pity to his Enemies. He 
ſigh'd and wiſh'd, in ſhort, whatever blameleſs Piety 
could ſuggeſt for him and them. Angels immedi- 
ately carried the prophetick Vows to Heaven. His 
ſilent paſſionate Prayer was heard. The cruel Per- 
ſecutors, blinded with impious Fury, ruſhed into the 
Deſart ; they ſpread themſelves abroad, and rode at 
large: one 'T'raytor ſpurred his Horſe thro' thickeſt 
Webs of low-entangled Thorns and Under-woods, 
greedy of the Royal and Majeltick Prey; whilſt 
others took the open Paths, hoping to overtake 
the Prophet on the Flight. 'They ſeem'd to ſwim, 
or fly rather than ride, ſuch was the Swiftneſs of 
their Courſe, fierce was the Cry, re-echo'd from the 
Hollows of the Rocks and Vallies, Mecca, for the 
Head of Mahomet. Some ſtumbled at the out-creep- 
ing Roots of "I'rees, and broke a Leg or an Arm, by 
a precipitate Fall from off their Beaits ; whilſt others 
had their Eves ſtruck blind by interfering Twigs. One 
had his Turbant rudely bruſh'd off, and Scalp ſevere- 
ly thaved, by broken Stumps of Boughs, and Rows 
of knotty Branches, placed and bent down by Fate, 
on purpoſe to avenge the Apoſtle's Cauſe on ſuch a 
Miſcreant as this. Another could not curb his Horſe 
from jumping down into a deep Quarry, digg'd in 
the midit of the Wood, where the proud Heretick 
daſl'd his Skull and Brains upon the Marble Pave- 
ment at the Bottom. So ſenſible and vindictive are 
inanimate Creatures, when a good Man, a Saint, a 
Friend of Gor, is wronged. The very Stocks and 
Stones, and all the Elements are touched with ſacred 
dy mpathies at ſuch a Time. The Frame of Nature 
teels ſtrange tender Paſſions, Fits and Qualms of 
amorous Regard. And Gop himſelf, if 1 may fo 
expreſs my ſelf, is rouzed as from a France; and 
inatching up the Weapons of his Power and Wrath, 
runs like a Champion to defend the Cauſe of in- 
jured Innocence. 


K 2 But 
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But I forget that I am writing a Letter, and 
therefore ought to be brief. Beſides, what I have 
faid is ſufficient to convince thee, that I have an 
Idea of Religion, far different from that which the 
Caſuiſts, whether Muſſulmans or Chriſtians, would 
imprint in Mens Minds. 

If thou canit not think as I do, I condemn thee 
not. Uſe thy native Freedom; but remember, that 
tho' Mens Reaſons and Opinions vary as do their 
Faces; yet Truth is homogeneous, uniform, and ever 
of the ſame Complexion, in all Ages and Nations. 


Paris, 1/f of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1672. 


ET T ER IV 


To the Kaimacham. 


HE King of France has lately made a League 

with the King of England, Whereupon the 
People, by way of Proverb, fay, 'That Mars and 
Jupiter are now in Conjunction: reflecting thereby, 
on the different Temper of theſe two Princes. The 
one debonair and jovial, exceſſively addicted to Wo- 
men and Wine, yet not forgetting or declining mar- 
tial Aﬀairs, when his Honour or Intereſt invites 
him to take up Arms: The other ſeeming wholly 
taken up with the Thoughts of Conqueſt, and en- 
larging his Dominions ; yet ſparing ſome time for 
the Enjoyment of himſelf, and Proſecution of his 
Amours. 

However, both of them now have proclaimed 
open War againſt the Hollanders, by Sea and Land. 
The King of Sæbeden, who was before an Ally of 
the Dutch, has of late declared himielf a * 
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And the Biſhop of Munster, who is one of the E- 
lectors of the German Empire, is engaged in the 
French Intereſt. | 

Thus are ſome of the Princes and States in Europe 
divided already; and Gop knows how far the Breach 
may extend in time. 

"Tis not altogether unworthy of Remark, what 
different Factions there were of late amongſt the 
Hellanders themſelves, tho" a Republick, pretending 
to greater and faſter Union of Intereſts than what 
can be found in any Monarchy. Yet this Common— 
wealth was rent into three ſeveral Parties: Whereof 
cne was headed by the Prince of Orange ; the other 
by John de Wit, and the third was compoled of the 
Commons, without any Chief of Note. 

I will not trouble thee with a Character of the 
Prince of Orange: He is already known by Fame at 
the Sublime Porte. As to John de Nit, I can give 
no cther Account at preſent, but that he was a Per- 
ion, whom Fortune had raiſed to ſuch an Eminence 
in the Commonwealth, as made him the Prince of 
Crange's Rival, and Competitor for the Supremacy. 
i herefore he ſought to exclude him from all Em- 
ployments and Offices of Truſt, that he might eſta- 
bliſh himſelf in his Place. 

The third Party, whom we may call Republicans, 
were of Opinion, That it was not for the Honour 
of the Commonwealth to acknowledge any Head; 
judging that the Eſtabliſhment or Excluſion, the 
Riſe or Fall of the Prince, or De Vit, ought to be 
a thing indifferent to the States. In regard the Com- 
monwealth appeared in their Sight ſufficient to flouriſh, 
under the Protetion of her own Arms and Riches, 
without having any need of either the Prince of O- 
range's Aſſiſtance, or De Wit's. 

However, notwithſtanding theſe Animoſities of the 
Hellanders among themſelves, as ſoon as they found 
themſelves engaged in a War with two ſuch potent 
Monarchs, they all unanimouſly choſe the Prince of 
Urange, as General of their Army: Remembring the 
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famous Actions of his Fathers, the Princes of the 
Houſe of Naſſau, by whoſe Valour and Conduct they 
had gain'd and conſerv'd their Liberties. On the 
other Side, De Vit, having render'd himſelf odiou; 
to the Vulgar, was by them torn in Pieces; Such a 
Deſtiny oft happening to thoſe who aſpire to rail: 
themſelves by unlawful Methods, and who are ambi. 
tious to be the Ringleaders of a Faction. 

The French call the Prince of Orange a General 
without an Army; in regard the Hollanders being 
as yet only upon the Defenſive, and their Town: 
wanting ſtrong Garriſons, their Soldiers are all dit. 
poſed of this way, ſo that there is little or no Ap 
pearance of a Field Army. 

This is certain, the King of France is the moſt 
gallant Prince in Europe. He paſſes from Divertiſe. 
ments to the 'Toils of the War ; and from the Cam- 
Paign returns to his Pleaſures again. Thus 'tis-difh 
cult to diſtinguiſh between his Labours and Recrea- 
tions; his Pleaſures and his Buſineſs. They ſeem to 
be ſo near of kin, that he takes equal Pleaſure in 
both. 

"Twas but a little before the firſt Appearances of 
this War, that he and his Queen were revelling in the 
Gardens of Chanti/ly, where a Royal Entertainment 
was prepared for them by Night. The Court attend- 
ed them thither ; and there the Roman Luxury was 
ſeen in Royal Miniature. As ſoon as the Gates were 
open'd, there appeared an artificial Day; ſo light was 
the Place made with Flambeaux and Lamps : Which 
being well placed among the Trees with other re- 
fin'd Illuminations, adorn'd with Chaplets of 
Flowers, which preſented the Eye with a pleaſing 
Medley of Colours, interſperſed with Oranges, Ci. 
trons, and other agreeable Fruits, tranſported the 
Company with exquiſite Delights. All together 
pretty well reſembled a Foreſt in a Chamber : For 
the Walis not being far from the Place where the 
King ſat, were hung with Arras, with a Multitude 
of Lights burning near the Hangings ; and there was 

a Spring 
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Spring of Water in the middle of the Garden, raiſing 
elf after a wonderful Manner into the Form of a high 
Pyramid ; and falling again into three Baſons of Mar- 
le ſucceſſively, from one to the other, made a plea- 
ſant Spectacle to the Courtiers. 

hen a moſt magnificent Collation was ſerved up 
with vocal and inſtrumental Muſick, ſo ſoft and fine, 
with a ſudden Dew cooling the Air, which had a 
Smell like Sweet-Bryars, as rendered the Place a 
perfect Paradiſe. After which followed the King's 
Supper, far ſurpaſſing the other Banquet in all man- 
ner of Delicacy and Politeneſs, as well as the ſtu- 
pendous Abundance of Diſhes. When Supper was 
ended, they were entertained with a Show of ſome- 
thing admirable and new in Fire-works. But tho' it 
be ſo to them, I will not trouble thee with a Deſcrip- 
tion of it; ſince thou haſt ſeen far finer and more 
coſtly at Conſtantinaople, or where-ever the great Sul- 
an kept his Reſidence at the Time of a Dunalma. 

After this, the King went to ſee the New Forti- 
feations of Durtirk, which he had order'd not long 
before. And in a little 'Time, followed this Decla- 
zation of War againſt Holland. 

So Things go in a Circle from War to Peace ; 
from Peace to War again. However, thou wilt the 
better know by what I have ſaid, how to comport 
thy ſelf, in caſe of any Difference between the Eng- 
lib, French, and Hollanders at the Sublime Porte. 
Gor inſpire thee with ClimaQerical Wiſdom, to ad- 
juſt all Difficulties in their ſtated Periods. 


Paris, 26th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1672. 
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LETTER-V. 


To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 


Signior. 


Hou haſt borne with a thouſand Impertinencies 
in my Letters; and I know not whether what 
I am now going to write, will deſerve a better Cha- 
racter. However, I feel a Spirit within me, check- 
ing my ſlupid Mind, in that I was not before ſen- 
ſible of my Error, but muſt make ſo late a Recan- 
tation. It is impoſſible for me to reflect on the 
vain and triſling Subjects I have all along entertained 
tnee with, and not to bluſh at ſo grand an Over- 
fight; ſince I then ſeemed not ſo much as to regard 
thy Knowledge and Practice in Medicines, which has 
exalted thee to the Honour of being placed in the Front 
of thoſe who take Care of the Grand Signior's Health. 
Much leſs did I preſent thee with Matters ſuitable to 
thy more interior Knowledge, and that hidden Wil- 
dom, which deſervedly ranks thee among the moſt 
perfect and accompliſhed Mortals. 

In ancient Times, Theology and Phyſick were count- 
ed Sciences of ſuch a near Relation and mutual De- 
pendance, that one could not ſubſiſt without the 
other. By Phyſick they meant the general Science of 
Nature, otherwiſe term'd Magick : Which compre- 
hended under it the Knowledge of the Heavens, the 
Elements, and every Being within their vaſt Circum- 
ference : The Motions of Sun, Moon, and Stars, their 
various Aſpects, Influences, and Dominions in this lower 
World : The Nature of the Winds and Meteors, with 
their Effects; the Virtues of all Plants, and living 
Creatures; as alſo of inſenſible Things, the Metals, 


Minerals, and other Subſtances found both on the 
Surface 
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Surface of the Earth, within its Concave, and in 
the Sea. 

Such as thoſe of old, were Apollonias Tyanmrus, 
with the Magi of Perſia and Chaldza ; ſuch as Hic- 
rarchas among the Brachmans ; Teſpion the Cymmoſo- 
/hift ; Budda the Babylonian ; Numa Pompilius at Rome; 
Zamolxides of Thrace ; 4bbaris the Hyperborean ; Her- 
mes Triſmegiflus of Egypt ; Zoroaſter the Son of Oro- 
maſes King of Badtria; Ewantes an Arabian King 3 
Zacharias, a Babylonian; Foſeph a Hebrew; with 
many others of different Nations ; as Zenotenus, Ki- 
rannides, Almadal, Thetel, Alchind, Abel, Ptolomy, 
Geber, Zabel, Nazabarub, Tebiti, Aerith, Solomon, 
Aſtrophon, Hipparchus, Alcmeon, &c. And of later 
Date, Albertus, ſurnamed the Great, Arnoldus de Villa 
Nowa, Cardan, Raymond Lullius, with a few more 
not worth the naming. 

Theſe contemplated the ſecret Force and Virtue of 
celeſtial and ſublunary Things ; the hidden Sym- 
pathy between them and the myſterious Powers of 
Nature. Then having by a curious and painful 
Scrutiny trac'd out the true Genealogies of Things, 
caſt their Nativities, and diſcovered all their Kin- 
dred, Allies, Friends, and Enemies ; knew by applying 
in due Seaſon Actives to proper Paſſives, how to pro- 
duce Effects appearing ſtupendous Prodigies to the 
Vulgar, and no leſs than Miracles: Whereas, all this 
is but a pure Reſult of Nature, help'd by human 
Art, So Watches, Dials, Clocks, and Mirrors, ap- 
pear'd at firſt to the ignorant World, the Eſfects of 
\;agick :; Eſpecially the ſimple Natives of America, 
we'd little more Wit than Apes or Cats, which 
wok behind the Glaſs, to find the active Figure of 
'beniſelves, that they ſaw in it. 

And now I am got amongſt thoſe poor Barbari- 
„ I cannot forget a Paſſage of a poor Peruvian 
ve, who being ſent by his Han iſß Maſter with a 
!afret of choice Fruit, and a Letter to his Friend; 
tue billy Ignoramus being faint, by reaſon of the ex- 
ee Heat; his Journey being alſo tedious, from 
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the Town of Lima to a Village near the Mountains 
of Potoſi, eat up the Fruit by the Way, to allay his 
Hungry Thirſt. However, not having ſo good a 
Stomach to the Letter, he deliver'd it ſafe to the 
Perſon to whom it was addreſs'd; never once dream. 
ing that an inſenſible Piece of Paper could tell Tales. 
But that diſcovering his Crime, when he came home, 
his Maſter order'd him to the Baſtinado, to make him 
ſenſible of it. Then he was ſent again on the 
ſame Errand with Oranges and a Letter; and meet- 
ing with the ſame Temptation, he knew not what 
to do. At laſt, he hid the Letter under a Heap of 
Sand: wiſely concluding, That if it ſaw him not, it 
could never betray his Fact. However, to ſecure it 
from all Means of peeping, he ſpread his Mantle 
over the Place, and then fell roundly to his Banquet; 
thinking he ſhould now have no Accuſer. In fine, 
he eat up all the Oranges, and was worſe bang'd for 
his Pains than the Time before. 

Generous Hali, thou ſee'ſt I am fallen into the 
ſame Error for which I made Apology at the Be- 
pinning of this Letter: But thou can'ſt eaſily forgive 
: ach Crimes as theſe. Suffer me only to relapſe thus 

far, That I may mention the Mathematical Magici- 
ans; ſuch as Archytas, who made a Wooden Pigeon to 
fly; and Albert the Great, who taught a Brazen 
Head to ſpeak: Not forgetting him unknown by 
Name, who gave to the Statues of Mercury, Voluble 
Tongues, and Elegant Languages; by whole Mecha- 
nick Art a Brazen Serpent learn'd to hiſs: and Birds 
of the ſame Metal with other Helps, out-vy'd the 
Nightingales and Thruſhes in their Melody. 

will not omit the execrable Practices of Necro- 
mancers, or ſuch as invocate the Dead; and with 
nefandous Ceremonies, Rites and Sacrifices, call to 
Aid Infernal Spirits ; bind them in Cryſtals, or ſome 
other Vehicle; and then adore them as the ancient 
Romans did their Lares and Penates. Theſe are their 
Oracles which they conſult in all Emergencies ; and 
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by their Help, work Wonders in the World, fore- 
tel Things future, and reveal the moſt remote and 
hidden Secrets, whether paſt, or preſent. Nor is this 
a Fable, or an Old-Wife's Tale; for unleſs the ex- 
perienced Nations of the Earth had found ſome real 
Evils from Wizards, Magicians, and Witches ; they 
would not have made ſo ſevere Laws againſt them, 
as to aim at their Extermination from the Earth. 

Neither need we admire, that Women are as much 
addicted to theſe curſed Vanities as Men; ſince they 
are naturally more inquiſitive into Secrets, and leſs 
cautious of being impoſed upon: They are prone 
to Superſtition ; and from their Infancy, bred up to 
obſerve their Dreams, their Moles, and other Marks 
upon their Bodies. They covet all the 'Depth of 
Palmiſtry and Phy ſiognomy; beſides a Thouſand 
other little Follies. 1 

If they meet a Man in the Street at firſt going 
out, they are encouraged, and take it for a Sign of 
their good Fortune. But if one of their own Sex 
encounters them, they curſe the undeſigning Female, 
and return home again. They obſerve Fatal Days 
and Nights, and certain Critical Hours, wherein they 
try Experiments to know their future Huſbands. 
They brew enchanting Philters for their Lovers, and 
intoxicate them with Liquors, wherein young hu- 
man Cupidi have been boiled with Herbs, as power- 
ful to effect their Wiſh, as thoſe that Circe or Me- 
dea knew. In ſhort, there is no Species of Sortile- 
gv, or Divination, which vain and young Maidens 
are not practis'd in: Which has a fair Diſpoſition, 
or Introduction, to the blackeſt Kind of Magick. 

But bleſſed are they, O Pious and moſt Learned 
Hali, who being profoyndly ſkilled, and daily con- 
verſant in the Science of Nature, have never tainted 
themſelves by any unlawful Commerce with Spirits 


Unclean, Infernal, and Enemies to God. They are 


divine Magicians, having cleſtial Characters, the 
hidden Name of God imprinted on their Souls, 
K 6 where- 
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by ae they are able to attract the Angels, and 
make the higheſt Spirits obey him. 

Hali, God grant that thou mayeſt be one of this 
venerable and happy Number. Farewel. 


Paris, 5th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1672. 


LETTER VI. 


To Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sci- 
ences, and Penſioner to the Grand 
Signior. 


T has been a long Time ſince the Chriſtians have 
openly publiſhed Libels againſt our Holy Lawgiver, 
and the Book which he received from the Hands of 
Cabriel, one of the chief Princes of Heaven: They 
affirm for an undoubted Truth, That Mabomet him- 
ſelf compos'd that Volume of Light, by the Help of 
Neſlorius a Chriftian Monk, and Abdalla àa Jew : And 
that it is but an artificial Medley, a Hotch-potch, or 
Gallimauſry of Pagan, Jewiſh, and Chriſtian Prin- 
ciples ; cunningly ſuited and blended together, in or- 
der to gain Proſely tes of all Religions. 

I proteſt by the Veneration I owe to the Eternal 
God of Heaven, That I really believe the Alcoran to 
be of divine Original. Such is the inimitable Ele- 
gance of the Stile, the Brightneſs and Force of its 
| Reaſons and Arguments, the wonderful and charming 
Contexture of Things Hiſtorical, Moral, and Divine; 
that all the Writings in the World beſide, ſeem to 
be flat and inſipid, compared with this Sacred and 
Stupendous Pandect of Viſdom. Yet, I muſt confeſs, 
I know not bow to anſwer the Accuſation of the 
Nazarenes, becauſe I have never read any Maſſulman 

Treatiſe, 
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Treatiſe, that undertook to refute theſe Calumnies: 
Which makes me apt to think, there is none ſuch 
extant. For I have made diligent Enquiry, diſcours'd 
with ſeveral learned DoQtors of our Law : but can 
gain no Satisfaction in that Point. 

Perhaps, our Fathers in former Ages were igno- 
rant how the Meſſenger of God had been traduc'd by 
the Chriſtians; or if they knew it, yet they diſdain'd 
to anſwer ſuch malicious Lyes. And as for theſe mo- 
dern Times, the Zeal of Religion is grown too cold 
among the true Believers. Every one 1s carried away 
with Self-Love, whilſt no Man will be at the Pains 
to defend the 'I'ruth, or manifeſt the Errors of our 
Enemies. Beſides it is now impoſſible to diſprove 
what they ſay concerning Neſtorius and Abdalla ; un- 
leſs we could produce Authors of unqueltionable Au- 
thority, who liv'd in Mahomet's Time, and ſo could 
give a more exat Account of his Life, than thoſe 
that came after them. 

However, if we conſult common Reaſon, we ſhall 
find it very improbable, That Three Men of ſuch 
contrary Principles, as a Jew, a Chriſtian, and a Pa- 
gan, ſhould all voluntarily agree and jump in one 
Deſign of brewing their ſeveral Religions together, 
and drawing ſuch an Extract from them as could 
ſuit with neither of their Parties fingly, and was like 
to have all of them together for its Enemies and 
Perſecutors : 'There was no Ground for them to ex- 
pe& the Converſion of any Jews, ſo long as the A. 
coran aſſerts Feſus, the Son of Mary, to be the true 
Meſſias, the Word and Breath of God, Worker of Mira- 
cles, Healer of Diſeaſes, Preacher of heavenly Doctrine, 
and Exemplary Pattern of a perfect Life ; denying that 
he was crucity'd, but affirming that he ended inty 
Paradiſe. Whereas the Jews call him an execrable 
Impoſtor, Magician, Seducer of the Nations; and 
finally, by way of extreme Deriſion, they term him 
the Man that was hang'd on a Tree. 

Neither was the Alcoran like to find any better En- 
tertainment among the Chriſtians, for this laſt Reaſon ; 

in 
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in that it denies the Crucifixion of the Meſſas, which 
is the Baſis whereon all the Superſtructure of their 
Religion 1s built: *Tis the angular Stone of Chri- 
ſtianity. Beſides they could never be reconcil'd to 
Polygamy, Circumciſion, aboliſhing of Images and 
Pictures; nor to a great many other Things which 
the Muſſulman Law enjoins. Eſpecially they could 
never brook the Denial of the Trinity. 

And for the ſame Reaſon, this ſuppos'd, patch'd 
Form of Religion would have been as little welcome 
to the Gentiles, in that it took from them the Multi- 
tude of their Gods, and aſſerted the Unity of the di- 
vine Eſſence. So that all Circumſtances being weigh'd, 
it appears that the A/coran, fince it has had ſuch Suc- 
ceſs in the World, could not be forg'd by thoſe Three, 
nor compos'd by any human Pen; but is of divine 
Original. Beſides, had there been ſuch a Triumvirate 
known in the Caſe, the Coræi's of Mecca, and other 
mortal Enemies of Mahomet and his Doctrine, would 
not have ſpar'd to upbraid him with it: And if they 
were not known to the Arabians, who were conver- 
ſant with him, how came the Chriſtians to be in- 
form'd of this private Cabal, who were altogether 
Strangers to Mahomet at that 'Time ? 

Conſider well theſe Things, and thou wilt have no 
Reaſon to give Credit to the Calumnies and lying 
Aſperſions caſt on the Apoſtle of God by Unbelievers ; 
but being more and more confirm'd in the undefiled 
Faith, wilt glorify God, who has guided thee in 
the right Way, and not into the Way of Infidels, and 
thoſe with whom he is diſpleaſed. 

Orchan, as thou art endu'd with great wage I 
counſel thee to employ it in defending the Cauſe of 
the Prophet, who cou'd neither write nor read. 


Paris, 15th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1672. 


LETTER 
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| 
LETTER VIL | 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire, 


ERE has been hot Work this Summer in the | 
Neft. The King of France has made ſuch ſwift 
and large Conqueſts on the Hollanders, that they have 
hardly had Time to conſider their Loſſes, and the 
Number of their Towns fallen into their Enemies 
Hands. q 

It always falls out ſo, when this Monarch goes in 
Perſon to the Campaign, as he did this Year, In a | 
very little Time he took Burich, Orſay, Rimberg, Ve- | 
zel, Rees, Emmerick, and many other Places. Yet | 
this Succeſs was allay'd with the Death of the Duke 
of Longueville, who fell a Victim, either to his Dull- 
neſs or Temerity, in not hearing, or not receiving the | 
Cries of the Enemy, who demanded Quarter as the ['? 
French were paſſing the Rhine. He was ſhot with a | 
Muſket-Bullet : And the Duke of Exguin, his Couſin, | 
very narrowly eſcap'd ; for they were both jointly | 
engag'd in the ſame Action. 

The Death of this Prince is much lamented, not 
only by thoſe of his Family, but by the whole Court 
and City, as being in the Flower of his Time, having 
ſignaliz'd his Valour at the Siege of Candy, the Conqueſt 
of the Franche-Compte, and other warlike Expeditions. i 
And they diſcourſe, as if he had been deſign'd to ſtand | 
Candidate for the Po/ij Crown. | 

I am the more particular in this Relation, be- 
cauſe the Enterprize of the French King in paſling 
the Rhine, is look'd upon as one of the moſt hardy 
and bold, that ever was taken in Hand. In all the 0 
Hiſtories of theſe Parts, there is not one Example 
of ſo ſurprizing an Expedition. And the Succeſs 
anſwer'd their Expectations: For the Hollanders were 

extremely | 
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extremely daunted and diſheartened by the News of 


theſe Exploits. In a little Time Arnheim and Nime. 
guen, were reduced to the King's Obedience ; with 
the Fort of Skin, and Towns of D'Oz/burg, Bomel, 
Zutphen z Dewventer, the Metropolis of a Province 
with Wiifet, Tongres, Maſeick, Dortemain, Elbourg, 
Moerden, Arnheim, another Capital City, with many 
more Places, too tedious to be rehears'd. 

In a Word, Such are his expeditious Marches, his 
ſage Counſels, his never-failing Succeſs, that the 
People think it not Flattery to call him a ſecond 
Alexander the Great, Tamerlane, Scanderbeg, Scipio, 
Hannibal, and all the great heroick Names in the 
World. 

To ſpeak the Truth, the Kings of France have all 
along made an illuſtrious Figure in the World. And 
their famous Exploits in War, with their heroick 
Actions in Time of Peace, afford ſufficient Matter 
for the higheſt Panegyricks, without an Occaſion of 
Hyperboles. Which made one of the Roman Mufti 's 
in a Letter to the King of France, thus expreſs him- 
ſelf: By how much the Royal Dignity tranſcends 
the State of other Men, ſo far is the Monarchy of 
France exalted above all the Kingdoms in the World. 


Pope Urban IV ſaid, that the King of France was 


as the Morning-Star in the Firmament of Princes ; 
brighter than all other Kings, a perfect God on Earth. 
Tis aſſerted by another Author, That by the King 
of France's Shadow the whole World 1s rul'd. And 
ſuch was the Eſteem that Pope Clement had for this Mo 
rarchy, that he granted a hundred Days Indulgence to 
every one that pray'd for the King of France; to which 
Pope Innocent IV added ten Days mote. 

"Tis a Maxim in the Sa/igue Law, That the King 
of France never dies. But this indeed is altogether 
as true in Spain, Great-Britain, and other Hereditary 
Kingdoms, till the Succeſſion fails. For then it de- 
generates to an Elective Monarchy, or otherwiſe in- 
to Ariſtocracy 3 or laſt of all into Democracy, or a 
Republick. - 

vt 
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But France is yet free from theſe painted Forms 
of Slavery. Her Kings are maſculine and vigorous; 
her Queens chaſte and fruitful. There never wants 
an Heir apparent to the Crown. And this ſecures 
the Nation from a thouſand Calamities, which at- 
tend Elective Monarchies, and more popular Forms 
of Government. 

W hat Injuſtices, Cruelties, Maſſacres, and all man- 
ner of publick Grievances were complained of in 
Rome, after Claudius Cæſar had bought the Empire 
of his Soldiers? What Bickerings between the Se- 
nate, the People, and the Armies ? Each Party would 
have an Emperor of their own chuſing ; one Pro- 
vince was emulous of another: So that ſometimes 
there have been twenty or thirty Emperors together, 
all claiming the Sovereignty. And when there were 
but two, ſuch was the obſtinate and ſtrong Diſpute 
between them, that they have been forced to ſhare the 
Empire equally, as the only Means to prevent its utter 
Diflolution. Hence ſprung the firſt Inflitution of 
Colleagues in the Empire. And this was the Root 
of thoſe Factions and Diviſions, which increaſing 
and growing up with Time, branch'd forth into 
ſmaller Schiſms ; till at Jength, by the Ambition of 
ſome, the Misfortune or Careleſſneſs of others, or at 
leaſt their want of Power and Courage ; that migh- 
ty Empire was cantoniz'd, rent in pieces, and dwin- 
dled into that narrow Dominion which it now poſ- 
ſeſſes under the Tutelage of the Houſe of Auſtria. 
And there appear no Hopes of its ever being reſtor'd 
again to its priſtine Grandeur, unleſs the Bourbons, 
with their growing Fortune, ſhall crown the Eagle 
with a Chaplet of Flower de. Lys, and change the 
Seat of the Weſtern Monarchy, from improſperous 
Vienna to all-conquering Paris. | 

In a Word, Henry IV began the Deſign ; Lewis 
XIII carried it on, and this preſent King has ſo far 
improv'd it, by his matchleſs Fortune and Courage, 
that in all Probability, this or the next Age will ſee it 
brought to Perfection. 

Accom- 
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Accompliſh'd Miniſter, I bow my ſelf with abun 
dance of interior Veneration, to the Duſt of thy 
Feet: I affeQtionately kiſs the Border of thy Robe, 
and bid thee a devout Adieu. 


Paris, 14th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1672. 


—_— 


LETTER VIII. 


To William Voſpel, 2 Recluſe / 
Auſtria. 


H Letters make me very reſtleſs and inqui- 

ſitive; they awaken new Doubts and Scruples 
in my Breaſt, inſtead of removing or ſatisfying the 
old ones. Freſh Queries ſtart in my Mind; and 
the more thou laboureſt to faſten me in thy narrow 
Superſtition and bigotted Zeal for the Infallibility of 
the Pope and the Roman Church, the looſer I grow. 
My Soul is like a wild Colt in the Wilderneſs, that 
toſſes up his Head, ſnuffs the Air in Indignation, 
and ſcorning the Bridle of Servitude, neighs for Joy 
at his native Liberty, ſcampering at large thro' the 
ſolitary Waſte; nor can he be wheedled by human 
Craft to loſe his beloved Freedom, or change it for a 
tame Captivity. 

I have revoly'd in my Mind the Ages that are paſt, 
and the Years of untraceable Origin. I have examin'd 
the Times and Seaſons of the World, recorded in 
Hiſtory ; from Adam to Moſes, from Moſes to Feſus, 
and from Feſus to theſe preſent Days wherein we live. 
After all, I find that the Memoirs of former TranſaQ- 
ons are cover'd with great Darkneſs ; yet there are not 
wanting ſome Glimmerings of Light, to direct a di- 
ligent Mind, and impartial Lover of Truth. 
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Jeſus the Son of Mary, was of the Stock of A. 
braham, Iſaac, and Jacob. He was educated in the 
Law of MoJes, which he obſerv'd in all Things to 
a Tittle. And in his Life-time he ſaid, Think not 
that I come to deſtroy the Law, but to perfect it. His 
Apoſtles obſerv'd the ſame Rule, and in all Things 
were ſtrict Obſervers of the ſtated Precepts. So 
were the Primitive Chriſtians, even to the keeping 
of the Jewiſh Sabbath, beſides the firſt Day of the 
Week, appointed for the publick Celebration of their 
own Myſteries. They abſtain'd from Blood, and from 
Things ſtrangled, and from all unclean Meats, and 
ſuch as were ſacrific'd to Idols. They had no Images 
or Pictures in their Churches, Chapels, or Oratories. 
In fine, they obſerv'd all the neceſſary Purifications, 
and ador'd One Gop with Unity of Heart, and 
lively Faith and good Works. Whereas thou ſeeſt, 
the preſent Roman Church follows quite contrary 
Maxims. They give the Lye to our Lord's own 
Declaration; and poſitively ſay, that he came on 
purpoſe to aboliſh the Law, and introduce an' Uni- 
verſal Liberty ; that we may now as freely banquet 
on the Blood of ſlain Beaſts, as on the Milk of the 
Living ; and eat of Swines Fleſh, and other abomina- 
ble Food, with as little Detriment to our Souls, as 
on the Fleſh of Lambs, or other clean. Creatures al- 
low'd by the Law of Gop. How can this hang 
together, or be credited by any Rational Man? "Tis 
no wonder there are ſo many Libertines and Atheiſts 
in the World, when they find Chriſtianity to be a 
meer Heap of palpable Contradictions. 

To this thou wilt anſwer, according to the com- 
mon Rule of Divines, that during the Primitive 
Times, the Apoſtles, and all other Chriſtians, obſerv'd 
the Law of Moſes, for fear of giving Scandal to the 
Jews, of whom great Numbers were converted to 
the Chriſtian Faith, when they ſaw that the Follow- 
ers of Jeſus did not deviate from the Inſtitutions of 
the Seniors, the Statutes of the Houſe of Jacob: er 
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that afterwards, when the Goſpel was preach'd far 
and wide on the Face of the Earth, and that many 
of the Gentile Nations were brought over to the 
Church; it was no longer neceſſary, for the ſake of 
ſo contemptible a People as the Jews, to ſcandalize 
all the reſt of the World, and impoſe on them a 
Yoke which they were not accuſtomed to bear; 
and which would tempt them to ſhake off Chri- 
ſtianity it ſelf, rather than ſubmit to ſo intolerable a 
Burthen : Therefore the Church, to facilitate as much 
as in her lay, the Converſion of the Roman Empire, 
which then extended it ſelf over the greateſt Part of 
the Earth; accommodated her Injunctions, Precepts, 
Manners, and Ceremonies of Religion, to the preſent 
Humour and Mode of thoſe Times. And whereas 
the Gentiles eat of all Meats indifferent; ſo they were 
taught, that this was agreeable to the Will of our 
Lord Feſus, who came to reſcue Men from the Sla- 
very and Bondage of Moſaick Superſtitions, 

By the very ſame Rule they introduc'd the Uſage 
of Images and Pictures in their Churches; And the 
Veſtments of the Prieſts, the Ornaments of the Altar, 
the Tapers, Lamps, Incenſe, Flower-Pots, and other 
Religious Gaieties, were faſhion'd according to the 
Patterns they received from the Prieſts of Jupiter, 
Apollo, Venus, Diana, and the reſt of the Heathen 
Deities. Hence the Feſtivals of the Gods and Goddeſſes 
were turn'd to Holy-Days of Saints : And Temples 
before conſecrated to the Sun, Moon, and Stars, were 
afreſh dedicated to the Apoſtles and Martyrs. Thus 
the very Pantheon it ſelf in Rome, or Temple of all 
the Gods, in Proceſs of Time, by an Eccleſiaſtical 
Dexterity, was converted to the Church of All. 
Saints, In a word, Chriſtianity in all Things ſeem'd 
no other than Gentiliſm in Diſguiſe. And it muſt 
be thought a Pious Fraud, thus to wheedle ſo many 
Millions of Sinners into the Boſom of the Church, 
whether they would or no. 


Oh 
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Oh! Father Villiam, doſt thou not bluſh at theſe 
trivial Excuſes, for the manifeſt Violation of the 
Laws of Gop? Can Man be wiſer than the Om- 
nipotent ? Or will he preſume to correct the Ways 
of bim that is perſect in Knowledge? Is the True 
Religion to be propagated by imitating the Idolatrous 
Rites of Infidels? Or by proftituting the Sacred In- 
junctions of Heaven to the Caprices of human Po- 
licy ? Did ever any wile Lawgiver condeſcend to 
alter and new-model his Laws, to humour a peeviſh 
captious Subject? Would he add or diminiſh any 
Thing for the ſake of gaing a Faction or Party ? 
And can we think, that Gop ever deſign'd, or can 
be pleas'd to have his Divine Laws garbled and mixt 
with prophane Indulgencies, Diſpenſations, and A- 
mendments of Mortals? As if he had been ignorant 
what he did, when he divulg'd his Statutes, and 
wanted the Counſel of his Creatures to help him out 
at a dead Liſt. 

Was that Tenderneſs to be only ſhew'd to the 
Jews ſor a Time? And were they for ever after- 
wards to be ſcandaliz'd? In vain does the Church 
daily pray for the Converſion of that People, whilſt 
by her Doctrines and daily Practices, ſhe hardens 
them more in their Infidelity. The Ethiopian Church 
is a ſtanding Witneſs againſt her to this Day, where 
the Chriſtians from all Antiquity, even from the Times 
of the Apoſtles, have kept that Part of the Law of 
Moſes, which relates to Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs, 
and preſcribes the Choice we are to make of Meats 
allowed to be eaten, forbidding thoſe that are exe- 
crable, and an Abomination. Hence it is, that there 
are more Jews converted to the Chriſtian Belief in 
that Country, than in avy other Part of the World 
beſides. : 

It was, in my Opinion, to begin at the wrong 
End, thus to neglect the Salvation of the Jews, 
our elder Brethren, from whom we receiv'd the Ora- 
cles of God, and run to proſely te the Gentiles by ſuch 
prepoſterous Methods, as render'd us in a manner as 
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much their Converts, as them ours: Since we ſhuf. 
fled our Religions together at random, and made a 
Lottery of divine and human Inſtitutions, exchan- 
ging one Species of Superſtition and Idolatry for 
another; bartering Jupiter for Peter, and Mars for 
Paul; Venus and her Cupid, for the Virgin Mary and 
her Child Ze/us. A God for an Apoſtle ; and a De- 
mi-God for a Martyr : Whilſt the Law it ſelf, which 
is the Foundation and main Prop of True Religion, 
lies neglected and trampled under Foot. 

The Chriſtians of the Eaſt ſeem more excuſable 
than we: For, tho' they are not ſa punctual in ob- 
ſerving all the Niceties of Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs, 
Meats, and Drinks, &c. as thoſe of Ethiopia: Yet 
they will not taſte of Blood, or any Thing ſtrangled, 
And their Eccleſiaſticks abſtain from all manner of 
Fleſh, during the whole Courſe of their Lives. They 
obſerve alſo many Purifications, and wholſome Rules 
of Life. Whereas we of the Latin Church wallow 
in all manner of Filthineſs like Swine ; and bleſs our 
ſelves, as if we were the only true Catholicks, the 
Ele& of Gov, in the high Road to Heaven. I am 
at a loſs what to think of theſe Things ; neither 
can I eyer hope to ſee the Jews converted, till theſe 
Offences are remoy'd. 

There is a Rumour ſpread up and down of the 
Wandring Jew. I ſuppoſe thou haſt heard of ſuch 
a Man. He is now at 4ftracan, and preaches every 
where, that there will be a Reformation of Chri- 
ſtianity, after the Year 1700. That the Jews ſhall be 
converted ; and all this to be perform'd by the ad- 
mirable Gifts of an Engl man, who ſhall reſtore 
Truth to its Primitive Luſtre and Integrity. They 
ſay, he will cauſe the Images and Pictures to be ut- 
terly deſtroy'd, and the Law of Moſes to be kept, 
ſo far as relates to Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs, &c. 
That in his Days, the Temple of Solomon ſhall be re- 
built, and the World ſhall put on a new Face. 

Father William, I would not have thee deſpiſe 
theſe Things, ſince they have been long foretold by 
Teachim 
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Joachim the Abbot, by St Methodius, by Noftrodamus 
the French Prophet, and by many other eminent Per- 
ſons, whoſe Writings are extant, and many of their 
Predictions are already come to paſs. The Roman 
Church manifeſtly ſtands in need of a Reformation : 
And ſince the Governors of it cannot be prevail'd on 
to ſet their Hands to ſo pious a Work, we know not 
but Gon may effect it by the Means of a Stranger, 
ſome obſcure Perſon at preſent, but whoſe Light may 
ſhine hereafter through all Generations. 

Father Y///iam, thou wilt pardon the Liberty I 
take in diſcourling about theſe 'Things, and remember, 
that 'tis a Work of Charity to bear with the Imper- 
tinencies of others. However, I thank Gop I am 
out of the Purlieu of the Spanifs Inquiſition. 


Paris, 1½ of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1672. 


LETTER IX. 


To Codabafrad Cheick, a Man of the 
Law. 


Have a Kinſman by Blood, reſiding at 4fracan, 
in the Parts of Mx/covy: His Name is Jen, a 
Man of an ardent Spirit, and active Wit: a great 
Traveller, and one who makes good that CharaQer, 
by the ſolid Remarks he has made on the moſt im- 
portant Things in his Way, thro' Aa, Africh, and 
Europe, For he is not in the Number of thoſe who 
come home from foreign Countries, only laden with 
Vanities and Trifles. 
From him I receive frequent Diſpatches, ſince his 
being ſettled at 4racan, in Quality of a Merchant; 


where 
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where he improves his Eſtate to great Advantage, 
enjoys the innocent Pleaſures of human Life, with- 
out ſuffering himſelf to be tainted with the Vices 
which are unprofitable, troubleſome, and bring Scan- 
dal to a Man's Reputation. For ſome Vices, thou 
know'ſt, paſs into the Predicaments of Virtues, when 
Intereſt or Neceſſity gives an Indulgence. 

There is a mutual Intercouſe between my Couſin 
and me: And among other Letters which he ſends 
me, I receiv'd one lately; wherein he informs me, 
that he whom they call the Wandring Jew, of whom 
] have made mention formerly in one of my Diſpatches 
to the Sublime Porte, is now at Afracan ; that he 
preaches openly in the Markets, and at the Burſe or 
Exchange ; not refuſing private Converſation with any 
that deſi re it. 2 

There is a great Conflux of People from all Na- 
tions, and of all Religions to that City. He carries 
himſelf with an equal Indifference to every various 
Sect, and they all ſeem mightily taken with his 
Doctrines. The chief Thing he aims at in all his 
Diſcourſes is, that there will be ere long. an univer- 
ſal Change of Religion over all the Earth, and that 
every Nation on the Globe ſhall worſhip one Goo, 
obey the Law of Fe/us the Son of Mar, and em- 
brace One Faith. When he inſiſts on this, he ſeems 
to be void of all Doubts and Heſitations; ſpeaks 
magiſterially, like a Prophet, who has receiv'd a ſure 
and certain Revelation of the Thing he foretels, 
But when any diſpute with him, not in Spirit of 
Captiouſneſs, but to ſift the Truth; he freely conde- 
ſcends to anſwer all their Objections with ſolid Rea- 
fons, and to convince them by their own Principles, 
that it muſt be ſo. 

He ſays, that about the Year 1700 of the Chriſtian 
Hegira, the invincible O/mans ſhall break down 
the Fences of Europe, and ſhall overflow all Chriſten- 
dom like a might Torrent, that has over-topp'd its 


Banks. In thoſe Days there ſhall be great Deſolation 
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in Hungary, Poland, Germany, France, and other Re- 
gions of the Weſt. Only Denmark, Sweden, Muſco- 
wy, and other Countries of the North, ſhall remain 
untouch'd. But above all other Nations, he fays, 
Italy will be made a perfect Wilderneſs, her Cities 
laid in Aſhes, her immenſe Wealth plunder'd and 
carried away by the greedy Tartars, Arabians, and 
Turks, who will ſpare neither Age nor Sex, putting 
all to the Sword, eſpecially the Eccleſiaſticks; none 
of which ſhall eſcape the publick Vengeance, fave three 
Cardinals, ſincere and holy Perſons, who ſhall fly into 
England for Sanctuary by the Way of the Sea. | 
That Iſland, he ſays, ſhall become the Refuge of 
all ſuch who can eſcape the Calamities involving the 
adjacent Countries. Thither they ſhall flock with 
their Wives and Children, and all their Wealth, when 
they ſhall hear of the approaching Terrors, the pre- 
ſent Devallations of Itah, and the univerſal Conqueſts 
of the O/mans: The King of the Country ſhall re- 
ceive thoſe diflreſs'd Fugitives with open Arms, and 
ſhall aſſign them certain Portions of Land, where 
they may build Houſes and Habitations fer themſelves 
and their Families ; there being abundaace of waſte 
Ground in that Iſland, which they nay marure and 
improve to their own and the publick Advantage, 
After this, ſays he, ſha!l ariſe a certain Man in 
England from his obſcure Ceuter ; a Perſon fill'd 
with all manner of Divine Knowledge and V/iſdom, 
endued with the Spiric of Prophecy, of a graceful 
Aſpe&t and elegant Speech, of a compos'd Gravity, 
and calm Addreis; a Mau mild, innocent, temperate, 
chaſe, and merciful above the reit of human Race. 
People ſhall let their Eyes fall on the Grourd, when 
they meet him in the Strects, even before they know 
what he is; overcome by the Luſtre of Modelty, 
Grace, and Virtue Which ſhines in his Countenance. 
A Perſon highly beloved of Gop and Man. | 
This Man ſhall mect the three fugitive Cardinals 
in an Hour of Deſtiny, Then that which lay long 
x {mother- 
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ſmothering ſhall ſuddenly burſt forth into a Flame. 
The Light of Gop ſhall be diffus'd thro? his Soul; 
his Heart ſhall be like a Lamp, and his Tongue ſhall 
utter marvellous Things. When he opens his Mouth 
in divulging the Myſteries of Gop, his Words ſhall 
be like the Sparks of an eternal Fire, kindling Flames 
of Love in the Breaſts of the Hearers. 'The Cardi- 
nals ſhall riſe from their Places, and run to embrace 
him. A Council of the chief Biſhops and Prieſts of 
the Land ſhall be aſſembled by the King's Order, 
where the three Cardinals alſo ſhall be preſent ; and 
after mature Deliberation, with unanimous Conſent, 
they ſhall call for the Holy Oil of Conſecration, and 
ſhall anoint him : They ſhall proclaim him the Great 
Father, and Patriarch of the Faithful; the Director 
of ſuch as would go to Paradiſe. 

He ſhall ſhew them a new Pattern of the Law of 
Jeſus the Son of Mary; or rather the old and true 
one, free from the Corruptions and Errors which 
have been ſuperinduc'd for many Years. Their Hearts 
ſhall yield as to an Oracle, and the King of the 
Country ſhall approve of their Counſel. So ſhall all 
thoſe of the Noble and Vulgar, whoſe good Fate is 
written in their Foreheads. As for the reſt, they 
ſhall remain in their Incredulity. 

This holy Perſon ſhall reform the Errors of all 
the Chriſtian Churches, utterly aboliſhing the Uſe of 
Images and Pictures, convince the Jews of their In- 
fidelity, and chaſe away the Darkneſs of Superſtition 
from the Earth. He fhall argue with Reaſons ſo 
farcible and cogent, ſo clear and demonſtrative, that 
none but the wilfully obſtinate will reſiſt the Truth 
which he divulges, or oppoſe his authentick Miſſion, 
Thouſands ſhall be converted by the Dint in his 
Words, and ten thouſands by his exemplary Life. 
For he ſhall go up and down preaching and doing 

ood Works throughout Great-Britain, till the 
Number of his Proſelytes is compleat. Then he 
ſhall ſend Apoſtles and Meſſengers into Sewedelans, 
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Denmark, Muſcovy, and other Parts of Europe, who 
ſhall alſo convert an innumerable Multitude to his 
Law. Foreign Princes ſhall ſend their Ambaſſadors 


to the King of Great-Britain, and to him; for he 


ſhall be at the King's Right-Hand. 'They ſhall enter 
into Leagues and Covenants, and all the Chriſtian 
Princes ſhall be at Unity. Mighty Armies ſhall be 
rais'd in the North, who ſhall come down and give 
new Courage to the oppreſs'd Nazareres of the Welt. 
They ſhall all take up Arms, and chaſe the O/mans 
back again to their own Country, recovering the 
Wealth which they had taken from them. 

After this, by an univerſal Agreement of the Chri- 
ſtians, this holy Perſon ſhall be proclaim'd the Great 
Paſtor of the Church, A prodigious Army ſhall be 
gathered together out of all the Chriſtian Nations, 
to conduct him to the Holy Land, and to crown him 
in Feruſalem. They ſhall vanquiſh and exterminate 
the O/mans out of Paleſtine, and all the adjacent Re- 
gions. Then ſhall Jeruſalem be rebuilt gloriouſſy; 
and the Temple of Soli man with Saphires and Emeralds. 
That City ſhall be the Seat of the Chriſtian Mufti's, 
this new Patriach and his Succeſſors, to the Day of 
Doom. Then ſhall the Eyes of the Jews be opened: 
They ſhall acknowledge Jes the Son of Mary to 
be the True Mas, whom they have fo frequently 
curſed. Ina Word, he ſays, both Jews and Geatiles, 
People of all Nations, ſhall refort to Feruſalem, or 
ſend thither their Gifts and Preſents. It ſhall become 
the Miſtreſs of the whole Earth. 

Sage C»2ice, this is the Subſtance of what my Cou- 
fin J/ouf acquaints me with concerning the Wandrin 
few, and his new Doctrines. The Cenſure of which 
{ leave to thee, who hait a diſcerning Spirit, and 
art able to diſtinguiſh Truth from an Impoſture. 
Gop only knows what 1s hid in the Womb of Fu- 
rity, Every Age is pregnant, and brings forth 
range Events. Yet when 'tis over, all ſounds like 
2 Dream. The World it ſelf is no better; and 1 
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that write this, am but, methinks, the Shadow of 
a Viſion or Trance. I hardly know whether I'm a- 
ſleep or awake whilſt my Pen ſeems to move. 'There- 
fore, it being very late, I lay it aſide, and bid thee 
adieu: Praying that thou and I may have the Hap. 
pineſs, even in this Life, to taſte the ſweet Slumbers 
of Paradiſe. 


Paris, 7th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1672. 


LETTEKRXN0--- 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire, 


Think all the ſenſible World are inquiſitive into 

the Life of Cardinal Rich/iev. He was the Pole- 
Star of Stateſmen, whilſt living: And now he is 
dead, his Memoirs and Maxims ſerve as a Chart and 
Compaſs, by which the Politicians ſtcer their Courſe 
to avoid the Rocks and Shelves which threaten a 
Kingdom, or Commonwealth, both in the Tempeſts 
of War, and the Serene Calms of Peace. 

Thou haſt formerly receiv'd ſome Remarks from 
me, on the Life of this great Miniſter ; yet I am not 
ſurpriz d at the Contents of thy laſt Diſpatch, which 
require a farther Account of him. No Body can 
know too much of a Man who was the Miracle of 
his Time; and not only ſtartled the wiſeſt of Con- 
temporaries, by his prodigious Actions; but has puz- 
zled all that ſurvive him, to trace his Footſteps. 

Undoubtedly, France owes to his Conduct all her 
preſent Grandeur, with the Hopes ſhe has of in 
creaſing it. To him ſhe is indebted for her Con- 
queſts in Flanders, Sicily, Catalonia, Picdmont, 2 

the 
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the German Frontiers. Twas he firſt taught her the 
compleat Way to humble her inſolent Neighbours, 
and to ſuppreſs her rebellious Domeſticks. He much 
abated the troubleſome Weight of a Crown, and made 
it fit lighter on the Head of Lewis XIII. Whilſt 
Cardinal 1azarini, his Succeſſor in the Prime Miniſtry, 
ating by the ſame Principles, render'd it as ſoft and 
eaſy to the preſent King, as the Grand Signior's Tur- 
bant. In a Word, thro' the Efficacy of Richlieu's 
Politicks, Lexis XIV is become the moſt ablolute 
Monarch in Chriſtendom. For he either undermines 
or over-reaches his Enemies, by ſpecious Treaties of 
Peace, where he is ſure to have the better on it; or 
he runs them down with the Force of War. Jo con- 
clude, he has a long Head, and a long Sword, which 
all will confeſs that have to do with him. And this 
is the pure Reſult of Richlieu's Memoirs. 

Yet aſter all, that Miniſter had his blind Side too, 
as well as other Mortals. Publick Virtues, and pri- 
vate Vices; State Perfections, and Perſonal Frailties. 
He ſerved his Mafter with a Zeal and Fidelity, with a 
Wiicom and Courage difficult to be match'd ; but 
he ſerved himſelf after the common Manner of Men. 
He indulged his favourite Paſſions, which were Love, 
Jealouſy, and Revenge. 

There is a Letter of mine regiſter'd in the Ar- 
chives of the Sacred Porte, wherein I mentioned 2 
E Amour of this great Prelate. Beſides that, 

e had ſeveral Intrigues with the Ducheſs of E/- 
beuf, the Counteſs of Soiſſons, and other Ladies of 
prime Quality. Nay, there are not wanting ſuch 
as confidently report, that he had two Children by 
one of his own Nieces. And Verſes were ſptead about 
on that Subject. 

As he cheriſhed this ſoft Inclination to Women, 
ſo he was naturally jealous of all Rivals, whether of 
his Love or Intereſt. He would never ſuffer any 
Man to live, whom he once ſuſpected to be in a 
Capacity, and to make the ſmalleſt Advances to 
thwart his Deſigns. | 
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For this Reaſon, he gave the moſt conſiderable 
military Offices, both by Sea and Land, to Eccleſi- 
afticks, who depended on him; which occaſion'd a 


certain waggiſh Poet to paſs this Jeſt on the publick 
Adminiſtration : ; a 


Un Archeveque eft Admiral, 
Un Gros Ewveque eft Corporal, 
Un Preldt Preſident aux Fronticres, 
Ur autre a des Tronpes guerrieres, 
Un Capuchin penſe au Cumbat, 
Un Cardinal à des Soldat, 
Un autre eft Generaliſſime; 
rance je croy qu ic bas 
Ton Egliſe ji Magnanime, 
Milite & ne triomphe pas. 


Reflecting hereby on the Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, 
the Biſhop of Chartres, the Biſhop of Nantes, the 
Biſhop of Mande, Father Fo/eph a Friar, Cardinal 45 
Valeite, and Cardinal Rich/ieu ; theſe being the chief 
Commanders of the Land and Sea- Forces. 

It will make thee ſmile, perhaps, to read an Epi- 
taph that was made on that Father 7o/epb above- 
named ; who being eſteem'd a very infamous Man, 
and lying interr'd in the ſame Tomb with another 
Friar named Father Ange}, provok'd ſome fatirical 
Wit to put this Sarcaſm on him : 


Paſſant, n'eſt ce paſt choſe etrange, 
De voir Diable aupres d un Ange? 


I believe Father gots was the worſe belov'd for 
being Cardinal Richlieu's Confeſſor. It was obſerv'd 
that he died ſuddenly, without confeſſing himſelf : 
which occaſion'd another Epitaph to be made on 
him: 


Soufe 
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Souſe ce Tombeau gin un bon Pere, 
Qui cut tant de Diſcretion 
Due pour Etre bon Secretaire 


Il mourut fans Confeſſion, 


Every body ſuſpects the Cardinal had a Hand in 
his precipitate Death, to prevent his telling of Tales: 
For he knew all his Secrets ; and the Cardinal was 
known to be with him when he died. It was du- 
ring the Siege of Briſac, a City on the Rhine, which 
was then upon the point of ſurrendring to the 
French: And the News coming to the Cardinal, juſt 
as Father Fo/eph was in his laſt Agonies, he came 
to his Bed-tide, and laying his Mouth cloſe to the 
poor Friar's Ear, cried as loud as he could, Courage, 
Courage, mon Pere, Nous aue pris Briſac. A ſtrange 


Cordial for a dying Man; and ſomebody made cheſe 
Verſes on it: | 


Ie Cucullati, wobis fi Purpura ridet, 
Fungitur Inferni Munere Pontificis, 


There is another Inſtance of this Cardinal's Re- 
vengeful Temper and his Cruelty. One Day the 
Duke of Orleans, who hated him mortally, went to 
his Palace, under pretence of giving him a Viſit, 
but really with a Deſign to ſtab him. However, as 
ſoon as he came into the Cardinal's Preſence, his 
Noſe fell a bleeding. Which appearing to him as 
an ominous Preſage of what he was going about, 
he was ſtruck with ſome Remorſe, and frankly con- 
feſſing his Deſign to the Cardinal, begg'd his Par- 
don. That cunying Miniſter diſſembling his Re- 
ſentments, knowing the Duke was not a Man of 
Reſolution enough to undertake ſo bold an Action, 
unleſs he had been extremely animated by ſome- 
body near him; he preſently reflected on Monfieur 
Puylaurent, the Duke's chief Favourite. Immedi- 
ately he decreed his Ruin, and to effect it with 
more Eaſe, he pretended an extraordinary Friend- 


L 4 | tip 


224 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 


ſhiP to him, offering him one of his Nieces in Mar. 
Triage. Monſieur Puy/aurent, who ſuſpected not the 
Train which was laid for him, embraced the Pro- 
poſal with much Joy, as hoping thereby to raiſe and 
eſtabliſh his Fortune under the Protection of his po- 
tent Uncle. In fine, he married the Cardinal's Niece, 
but lived not to enjoy her; for on the very Nuptial 
Day, the Cardinal cauſed him to be arreſted and fent 
Priſoner to the Baſtile, where he was poiſoned by a 
Friar, in a Glaſs of Wine. As ſoon as he had 
ſwalſowed the fatal Potion, the Friar told him, 7: 
wa neceſſary for him to confeſs his Sins that very Mo- 
ment, in regard he had but a few Minutes to live. 
Monſieur Paylaurent threw the Glaſs at the Friar's 
Head, giving him two or three ſwinging Curſes, and 
then fell on his Knees to Conſeſſion; which being 
perform'd, he expir'd. 

Sometimes the Cardinal was very ſingular and in- 
genious in the Execution of his Revenge, as if he 
endeavour'd to perſuade the World, that he fulfilled 
the Law of the Talio, which requires an Eye for 
an Eye, and puniſhes by an exact kind of Propor- 
tion. As it happened in the Caſe of the Dukes of 
Gui/e, Montmorancy, and Monheur de Baſſompierre. 
Theſe were the Heads of a Faction, which diame- 
trically oppoſed the CarCinal and his Party. He was 
the grand Eye-fore, the chief Obſtacle of their de- 
fign'd Prevalence at the Court. Wherefore, if they 
could but once, remove him out of the Way, they 
thought themſelves ſure of the King's Ear, in all 
Things. To effect this, they conſulted together how 
to Jifpoſe of him. The Duke of Guiſe was of Opi- 
nion, he ſhould not be kill'd, in regard he was a Prince 
of the holy Church; but that he ſhould be ſent to 
Rome, there to attend the proper Affairs of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Function, among the reſt of his purpled 
Brethren. The Duke of Montmorency was clearly 
for taking off his Head. But Monieur ds Baſſom- 
pierre was againſt both theſe Methods: For, ſaid he, 


be be ſent to Rome, he will be always plotting af 
Mic Big, 
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Miſchief againſi us. And it would be an eternal Ble- 
miſh to France, if the Purple of the Holy Church ſhould 
be flained with Blood. Let us fend him chſe Priſoner ta 
the Baſii/e, where he may ſpend the Remainder of his Days 
in writing learned Books. 

The Cardinal, who had his Agents buſy abont in 
all Parts, ſoon was informed of this Conſult: And 
he retaliated every Man's Sentence upon its own 
Author. For he baniſhed the Duke of Gui/e con- 
fining him to Rome ; he beheaded the Duke of Mont- 
morency; and impriſoned Monheur de Baſſompierre in 
the Baſtile, where he lay till the Cardinal's Death. 

I could inſert a great many more Remarks con- 
cerning Cardinal Richlieu: But I am afraid of of- 
fending by Tedioutneſs. If thou commandeſt me, 
another Letter ſhall preſent thee with more Varie- 
ties. 
In the mean Time, with humbleſt Obeiſance and 
Reſpect, I deſiſt, and take my Conge; wiſhing thee 
a long Life on Earth, full of Honour; and a Fame 
without Blemiſh, when thou art tranſlated to Heaven. 


Paris, 15th of the 18 Moon, 
of the Year 1673. 


LETTER XIV. 


To Mufu Abu'l, Yahyan, Profeſſor 0 
Philoſophy at Fez. Yor of 


> 2 HOU haſt laid a grand Obligation on me by 
thy laſt Diſpatch, whoſe learned Contents have 


opened my Eyes; or rather drawn back the Veil 
which covered the Interiors of Mich, from the View 
of Strangers. Now I ſtand as it were on the Top 
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of a high Mountain, from whence I take a clear 
Proſpect of thoſe fair Regions, inhabited by Blacks, 
I ſurvey the Paradiſes of the Torrid Zone, a moſt fer. 
tile and populous Climate; though blind Antiquity 
could not diſcern a Blade of Graſs growing there, nor 
any of human Race fetching their Breath. 

My Mind revels in perfect Voluptuouſneſs, and all 
the Faculties of my Soul banquet on the Contempla- 
tion of that moſt delectable Precinct of the World. 
Oh, Afric:! Thou may'ſt be called the Bages, or 
Marcat, where Nature exhibits all her choiceſt Won- 
ders. Thy Mountains are higher than the Clouds; their 
Tops are inacceſſible. They approach the Borders of 
Paradiſe, On them fall the Rivers of Eden in migh- 
ty Cataracts. The Noiſe of the precipitate Waters is 
heard afar off, like the Sound of remote Thunders. 
It deafens the Ears, and aſtoniſhes the Minds of Mor- 
tals. The ambitious under-growing Rocks are proud 
of the glorious Caſcade ; and envy thoſe that ſhoot up 
above them which receive the ſacred Flood at the firſt 
Hand, from the very Wings of Gabriel. 

Happy are the Valleys which lie beneath, and are 
| yearly impregnated by the Heavenly Deluge. The 

grateful Fields and Plains in humble Acknowledgment, 

make the Returns of Corn and Fruits in due Seaſon. 

The Marſhes of Egypt are as the Gardens of Aſia, 

and the Banks of the Ni as the fenced Seminaries 

of Babylon, fragrant and abounding in all Sorts of 
vegetable Delicacies. 

My Heart is raviſh'd with the Speculations of theſe 
Things. I am full as the Moon, and cannot utter 
my Sentiments in order. Viſions of Z#thiopia, Mo- 
rocco, Fez, and the Land of Archers invade my Eyes, 
J behold the beautiful Provinces of the South in a 
Trance; I ſtand gazing in Ecſtacy on the ſhady 
Groves of Benin and Arder, the Haunts of lovely 
Demons, the Genii of the upper Element ; who daily 
deſcend to theſe refreſhing Solitudes, and converſe 
with their younger Brethren, incarnate mortal De- 
mons, the Sons of Men. 

I conſider 
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I conſider with Admiration the Monſters of Mick, | 
the Creatures of the Sun and Slime. With contem- ||} 
lative Horror, I draw near the Dens of Dragons; 
the Purlieu of Crocodiles, and other amphibious A- | 
nimals, which lurk among the Reeds of Nile and Niger, | 
to trapan with feigned Cries the unwary Traveller. | 
In fine, I am moved with ſuperlative Devotion and | 
Joy, when I purſue thy accurate Deſcription of the 
principal Moſque at Fez. Methinks I ſee the ſtu- 
pendous Fabrick making its lofty Advance towards 
Heaven. My Eyes revere the holy and magnificent 
Structure, on the outſide adorned with ſtately Towers 
and Minerats, and covering fifty hundred Paces in 
its Circuit. But when my Fancy enters in by any | 
of the one and àirty Gates by Night, I am dazzled 
with the inſupportable Splendor of ſo many thou- 
ſand Lamps, as burn within that moſt illuſtrious 
Temple. I admire with proportionate Veneration, 
the Character thou giveſt of all the other Magnifi- 
cences in that ancient and noble City, with whatſo- 
ever elſe thou ſayeſt of the whole Kingdom, and the 
adjacent Regions. 

In anſwer to thy F -queſt, I will in another Let- 
ter ſend thee a ſho! Pourtraicture and Hiſtory of 
Conflantinople z but rn w I am interrupted by Com. 
pany. Beſides, my Letter would be too long. 

I beſeech thee to cheriſh that Friendſhip which 
thou haſt hitherto ſhew'd me: And let me have the 
Honour of thy frequent Converſation by Letters. 
For though T live in a populous City, yet my Life 
ſeems like that of an Owl or a Pelican of the De- 
fart, extremely ſolitary and dejected. 
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N 
To the ſame. 


UCH is the Zeal I have to demonſtrate how 
highly I value thy Friendſhip, that I would not 
ſuffer this Poſt to eſcape without gratifying thy Ex- 
pectations. I juſt now diſmiſs'd my Company, and 
having Time enough, will entertain thee with an 
Abſtract of what I know to be molt remarkable in 
the State of Con//antineple, both at preſent and in 
ancient Times. 

In the firſt Place, it will be corvenient for thee 
to know, That this City was formerly called Pyzan- 
tium, from one Byzas, Admiral of the Spartan Fleet, 
under Pauſanias the King of Sparta, who laid the 
_ firſt Foundations of it. The Story is this: 

In old Time the Grecians having a mind to build 
a new City in ſome Part of Thrace, and being at 
odds about the Choice of a Spot of Ground ſuitable 
to ſo great and important an Undertaking, they at laſt 
agreed to conſult the Oracle of Apollo. They did 
ſo, and were anſwer'd, That they ſhould lay the Foun- 
dation of the City right over-againſ/t the blind Men; 
For fo the Inhabitants of Chaledon were called, be- 
cauſe when they were upon the ſame Deſign of 
founding a new City, they could not diſcern between 
the Fertility of the Soil on that ſide the Proponti: 
where Con/tantinopls now ſtands, and the Barrenneſs 
and Delart State of the Ground where they built, on 
the other Side. 

Pauſanias therefore buſying his Mind about theſe 
Things, and pitching right upon the Senſe of the 
Oracle, caus'd the Foundations of the City to be laid 
exactly over-againlt CHalcedn; And when it was fi 
niſned it was called Byzantium, as I have ſaid, from 
Byzas, who had the Overſight of the Work. a 

d 
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It retain'd this Name many Vears and Ages, flou- 
riſhing in a high Degree among the other Cities of 
Greete and Thrace, being eſteemed the Gate of Europe 
and Alia, by which the mutual Commerce of both 
thoſe Quarters of the Earth was interchangeably held up. 

But after the Days of the Mz/ias, there aroſe an 
Emperor of Rome, whoſe Name was Conftantine. This 
Prince, as it 1s recorded in Roman Hiltories, ſaw a 
Viſion in-the Air, when he was at the Head of his 
Army, marching againſt Licinias, and preparing to 
give Battle. He and all his Soldiers beheld the Fi- 
gure of a Croſs, with theſe Words plainly engraven 
in the Firmament: I hoc Signo winces : Conſtantine 
took this for a good Omen, and cauſed a Standard 
of Silver to be made exactly after the ſame Form: 
To which he appointed fifty Standard-Bearers, to car- 
ry it by Turns, and to guard it: For it was exceed- 
ing rich, being emboſs'd all over with Rubies, Dia- 
monds, Pearls, and other precious Jewels of the O- 
rient. He built a Pavilion alſo for the glorious Idol; 
and being inſtructed in the Chriſtian Law by Euſebius 
Pamplylius, and other learned Mollahs, he was at laft 
baptized by Sy/vefter the Pope. 

This great Monarch, as the Story goes, being very 
pious, and having conceiv'd a profound Veneration 
for Pope Sy/vefter, left him the Dominion of Rome, and 
a great Part of /aly, whilit he removed the Jmperial 
Court to the Eaſt, and took up his Reſidence at Na- 
tium, Which he avgmented with innumerable itately 
Edifices ; firiving, it poſſible, to equal it with the Ma- 
jeſty and Grandeur of Rome. He collected whatſoever 
was precious and beautiful in all the Eaſt, to adoin the 
City withal : Witneſs the Palaces of ſuperb Archi- 
teQure, the admirable Heighih and Form of divers 
Obeliſks and Pillars, all made of Marble, Porphyry. 
or Jaſper. Not to inſiſt on the prodigious Strength and 
Firmneſs of the Walls, the coſtly Aquedutt<, with 
other ſerviceable 'Things. At lait, that he mip'it con- 
ſecrate himſelf to immortal Renown, he called the 
City by his own Name, Conftantingple, or the City of 
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Conflantine: By which Name it is known even to 
this Day. It was alſo called New Rome, after it once 
became the Seat of the Chriſtian Emperors : In whoſe 
Poſſeſſion it remain'd, till it was taken by Mabomet II, 
invincible Emperor of the Ottoman, the Year 1453, 
according to the Epocha of the Nægarenes; on the 
third Day of the Week which they call Pextecoft. 

It had been a grand Neglect and Overfight in any 
Prince ſo potent and poli:ick as Mabomet was, to 
ſuffer ſuch an Opportunity to eſcape as Fortune of- 
fered him, of taking the moſt opulent and glorious 
City in the World. For there was an irreconcileable 
Schiſm broke forth between the Churches of the Eaſt 
and Weſt. There were two or three Popes at the 
ſame Time, quarrelling in Rome for the Suprema- 
cy; there was a War of fifty Years ſtanding between 
the French and the Enghifb, which unhing'd all the 
Courts in Europe. The Chriſtians had long before, 
(by dear-bought Experience, the Loſs of many hun- 
dred thouſand Men, and infinite Sums of Money, 
conſum'd in thoſe vain and raſh Expeditions which 
they ſanctified with the ſpecious Title of the Hoh 
N ar,) found, that it was not eaſy to wreſt one Town 
of Strength out of the Hands of the tenacious M/ 
ſulmans ; much leis to defend it long, or fave their 
moſt important Cities from the Fury of a Turkifþ 
 Reprizal. They were ſick and ſurfeited with the 
viſionary Stuff of Peter the Hermit: and all Illumi- 
nato's like him, grew out of Faſhion. Every Prince 
and State in Weſtern Chriſtendom, began to mind their 
own Intereſt; no more enthuſialtick Tales of that 
Kind would go down: The great ones had open'd 
their Eyes. 

Beſides, he that was then Emperor of Greece, Con- 
flantius Paleologus, was look'd upon by the Chriſtians 
as a Tyrant, the Off-ipring of Tyrants and Uſurpers. 
The Grecians ſtill retain'd the black Memoirs of thoſe 
horrid and nefandous Tragedies, ated by Michael Au- 
dronicus, Jobm and Manuel, the Predeceſſors and An- 
ceſtors of this Conſtantine, And they had ſuch a par- 

ticular 
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ticular Averſion for his Government, that tho' there 
were infinite Treaſures of Gold and Silver in the 


Hands of the rich Citizens of Conſtantinople, when 


that City was beſieged by Mahomer Il, yet no Man 
would part with the leaſt Sum of Money to ſupport 
the Publick Cauſe : but choſe rather, in a kind of a 
revengeful and deſperate Sullenneſs, to fall into the 
Hands of the victorious O/mans, than to afford their 
hated Sovereign any Relief. 

Thus fell that Queen of Cities, the Glory of all 
the Eaſt, under the Power of our puiſſant Emperors, 
in whoſe Poſſeſſion it remains to this Day; and may 
it ſo remain till the Moon ſhall be in her laſt Wane, 
and the Sun ſhall ceaſe to ſhine on the World. 

In the mean Time, I will entertain thee ex pa/- 
fant, as the French call it, with a ſhort View of the 
chief Magnificences in Conflantinople. 

That which firſt draws the Admiration of Tra- 
yellers, is the glorious Structure of Sana Sophia, a 
Temple conſecrated to the Eternal WISDOM by 
which the Worlds were made : Built by the Empe- 
ror 7uftinian with inimitable Magnificence ; tho? af- 
terwards ſpoiled and plunder'd of its chieſeſt Orna- 

ments, by the greedy Soldiers of Mahomet II, whom 
I have ſo often mentioned; and fix Parts of it entire- 
ly ſubyerted by ſucceeding Emperors. 
Pity it was, if furious and ill-grounded Superſti- 
tion was the Cauſe of ſuch deplorable Ruins, What 
can be ſaid of thoſe who demoliſhed the Sub-Fana 
of the Third Temple, celebrated in the univerſal 
Hiſtory of the World? That of Diana at Epbe- 
ſus, tis true, was the Pattern; yet 'twas not much 
beyond Solomon's boaſted Fane at Feruſalem, without 
Iron, Pins, or Nails, or other Wori: of the Hammer, 
excelled but a little in the Artifice and Symmetry. 
Indeed, the Luflre of Sion's Moſque was more ra- 
diant and glorious in Workmanthip of Gold, the 
Walls and Floor being over-laid with that Metal, 
and the Roof on the Outſide was, as it were, ſtud- 
ded with Spikes of beaten Gold ſo thick, that there 
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was not Room for a Bird to perch between them. 
And this was done to prevent the Prophanation of 
the Temple by their muting on it. 

When the Sun ſhone in 1ts full Strength, the Co- 
vering of the Temple, thus adorned, looked like a 
Firmament glittering with innumerable Stars, 

But to return to the Moſque of Sancta Sophia, let 
us conſider it in its primitive State, and we ſhall find 
ſome excellent Curioſities. Among the reſt there was 
a Candleſtick or Sconce of beaten Gold, ſo admirably 
contriv'd, that it ſpontaneouſly fed the Bowls of ſeven 
Branches, with a conſtant Stream of Oil, which by 
equal Meaſures flow'd into them from the Hollow of 
the Shaft, So that if the Flame but of one ſingle 
one had wanted Aliment, all the reſt muſt have been 
extinguiſhed at the ſame Time. 

The Walls of this glorious Mofque, within and 
without, prefent the Eye with nothing but white 
Marble, Porphyry, and other precious Stones. The 
Roof is of a prodigious Height, cover'd with Lead 
without, but proudly oſtentous of its inward Ceil- 
ing, which is divided into Vaults and Arches richly 
adorned with Golden Fret-work, and ſupported by 
Pillars of Cyprian Jaſper, pureſt white Marble and 
Porphyry. 'There is a Marble Stone in the Moſque 
had in great Reverence by the 'True Faithful, becauſe 
the Tradition goes, That on it, Mary the Mother of 
Jefus, ud the Infant-Prophet's Linnen. 

There are alſo under the Moſque, innumerable Vaults 
or Oratories, full of Altars and Sepulchres: But there 
is no Acceſs to them, in regard the Doors are walled 


In a Place not far from theſe, you find ten huge 
Veſſels full of Oil, referved there ever ſince the Days 
of Conſtantine the Great, yet remains uncorrupted, 
being of Colour white he Milk. It is an inexpia- 
ble Crime for any, but the Grand Szgnior's Phy ſici- 
ans and Surgeons to uſe or touch it. And they com- 
pound certain Medicaments with it, for the Service of 
him and his Serail. 

Now 
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Now I remember what I have read in a very au- 
thentick Hiſtorian, concerning an Oil made by cer- 
taia Holy Perſons, who only had the Secret of it. As 
the Story goes, it was extracted from the Leaves and 
Chips of Wood which are found floating in the Ri- 
vers that deſcend out of Paradiſe. This Oil they 
compounded with our Ingredients, and performed 
Cures therewith, which were eſteemed miraculous. It 
was {ent from one Prince to another, as a Sacred and 
Invaluable Treaſure : Till at laſt it came into the 
Hands of the Eaſtern Patriarchs, who preſided over 
the Chriſtians of the Greek, Armenian, and Fg yþtian 
Churches, who pretend to the only True Myſtcry and 
Power of making it at this very Day. And that 
though the ancient Popes of Rome, were formerly 
preſented with a yearly Portion of it, ſo long as they 
remained in Communion with the Patriarchs of tbe 
Faſt ; yet aſter Vickor had once made the fatal Schiſm, 
which never could be healed ſince, the Holy Favour 
was denied to his Succeſſors: Who initead of the O- 
riginal Genuine Oil, were forced to counterfeit it, 
uling a ſpurious Unguent, to preſerve the Authority 
of their Religious Sacraments. And hence they ſay, 
it comes to paſs, that few or none are ever healed by 
the Extreme Unction of the Latin Church. 

God knows, whether this be Truth or no. But 
I am apt to think, that the Ten Jars of Oil before 
mentioned, which lie under the Moſque of a- So- 
ian, are Relicks of the Ancient Patriarchs of Con- 
flautinaple; who had the Secret of compounding the 
myſterious Extract. - 

From the Place where theſe Veſſels are kept, you 
deſcend into the Dormitories of Royal O:t9man Car- 
caſes, the Sons of our renowned Emperors, From 
thence you paſs into Two Caverns, one leading di- 
realy to the Seraglio, the other extending it ſelf un- 
der the Buildings of the City, by a vaſt long Tract 
of Ground. I know no Uſe there is at preſent of 
the former Cave : But the latter ſerves for a Work- 
room to certain poor Silk-Spinſters. 12 
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This Letter would be too tedious, if I ſhould de- 
{cribe all the other Moſques and Buildings of Note in 
Conſtantinople, Wherefore, not to tire thee, I will 
reſerve what remains to be ſaid of that Glorious City 
for other Diſpatches. + 2, 

In the mean Time, with an affectionate Conge of 
my Soul, I bid thee Adieu: Praying G to let thee 
crop the choiceſt Flowers of Human Happineſs, 


Paris, 14th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1673. 


LET . 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


long ago; which was to preſent thee with an 

ea of the different Strength and Policies of theſe 

Nazarene Kingdoms and States: wherein, I will be- 

gin with Germany; which is, as it were, the laſt Re- 
trenchinent of the declining Roman Empire. 

The Annals afirm, that in the Reign of Charles V, 
when the Muſulmans invaded Auſtria with innumerable 
Forces, that Emperor oppoſed him with an Army of 
goooo Foot, and 30000 Horſe. Maximilian II, 
went beyond him, and raiſed 100000 Foot, and 
35000 Horſe. Neither was Corn dear in ſo vaſt an 
Army. It is certain, that the German Emperor can, 
upon Occafion, ſend into the Field 200000 expert 
Soldiers. It is moreover obſerved, that from the 
Year 1560 of the Chriſtians Hegira, even to theſe 
preſent Times, there has been no War between France, 
Spain, and the Netherlands, wherein many Thouſands 
of Germans have not ſerv'd. 


N OW I will perform the Promiſe I made thee 
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Their beſt Infantry is gather'd out of Bavaria, Au- 


Aria, and Weſiphalia: And their choiceſt Cavalry 


come out of Brunſwick, Juliers, and Frankendal. Both 
Foot and Horſe fight better, or more ſucceſsfully in 
an open Plain or Field, than in narrow Covert Pla- 
ces; ſuch as Lanes and Woods, &c. For they are not 
good at taking Advantages of Ground, or at politick 
Skirmiſhes, and cunning Ambuſcades. They have not 
Patience to lie long waiting the Enemy's Motions, nei- 
ther care they to divide their main Body into Frag- 
ments, or Detachments ; but they love to wedge them- 
ſelves all together in Form of a Triangle, and ſo march 
with grave and ſlow Pace, that ſo they may break thro' 
their Enemies, and confound their Order, which the 
eſteem a certain Step to Victory. They fight better alſo 
under a Foreign Commander, than a General of their 
own Nation. They cannot endure the Hardſhips and 
Afflictions of a long Siege; but when once they begin 
to ſmart for Want of Proviſions, they ſoon capitulate, 
and ſurrender. Neither have they more Patience in a 
Camp, to bear the Injuries of Weather ; but they make 
Haſte to ſet upon the Enemy, and decide the Quarrel 
in a pitch'd Combat: Wherein, if their firſt Onſet 
fail, they ſeem like Men ſtupify'd, aſtoniſh'd, or in a 
Trance; not knowing whether they had beſt to renew 
the Aſſault, or to fly: And if they once fly, there is 
no rallying them again, Yet theſe Armies are not 
rais'd without a vaſt Expence, nor maintained without 
a greater, being cumber'd with a Train of Women, 
Children, and Servants ; who conſume the Proviſions 
of the Soldiers, ſo that many times they ſtarve for want 
of common Ammunition Bread, 

Their Horſes may be called rather ſtrong, than 
ſprightly and bold; being for the moſt Part taken 
from the Plough, or other Rural Drudgeries. In a 
word, they're like their Riders, phlegmatick and dull; 
having this alſo peculiar in their Conſtitution, that at 
the Sight of Blood they ſhrink, and are ready to faint : 
Whereas the Spaniſo Horſe gather freſh Courage from 
this Spectacle. 

The 
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The Germans alſo have conſiderable Forces by Sea ; 
but they ſeldom make uſe of them, unleſs it be a- 
gainſt the Danes, and Swedes. Beſides all this, their 
Auxiliary Armies are not to be forgot, which they 
receive from [talian Princes, from the Dukes-of Sa- 
voy, and Lorrain, and ſometimes from the truſty Saus. 

But there are two Things chicſly wanting in this 
Empire, amidſt all its numerous Forces: One is, 
Unity and Concord among the Subjects; another is, 
a ſix'd Reſolution and Readineſs to enterprize any 
Thing of Moment. Their Hans-Towns are always 
jealous of the Neighbouring Princes. And theſe 
again give them Occaſion to ſuſpect their Power, and 
hate their Intereſt, which they ſo often employ a- 
gainſt them, by incroaching on their Privileges. 
Then the Catholic ks and Proteitants are always quar- 
relling :. And one Sect of Proteſtants perpetually per- 
{ccuting another. Hence it falls out, that the Princes 
go ſo unwillingly and rarely to the Diets: And 
when they come there, they ſpin out ſo much Time 
in adjuſting their private Pretenhons, Claims, and 
Privileges ; in performing of State- Ceremonies ; and 
in deliberating concerning the Publick Good ; whilſt 
every one contradicts his Neighbour, and Iabours 
with all his Might to eſtabliſh his own Opinion, 
and pet it paſs'd into a Decree by the Sanction of the 
Diet; that before they come to any Reſolves, an ex- 
peditious and potent Enemy might ruſh into the Heart 
of the Country, and even take all theſe Northern 
Block heads Priſoners, 

The German Empire is Elective; and the Power of 
chuſing Cæſar is in the Hands of Seven Princes. Theſe 
are firſt, the Archbiſhop of Mentx, Grand Chancellor 
of the Empire; in whoſe Cuſtody are the Archives and 
Decrees of the German Diets. The Second is, the 
Archbiſhop of Triers, or Treves, Great Chancellor of 
the Empire for France. The Third is, the Archbiſhop 
of Colen, Great Chancellor of the Empire for Haß. 
The Fourth is, the King of Bohemia, Cup-bearer to 


the Emperor. The Fifth is, the Count Palatine = 
| e 
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the Rhine, Maſter of the Imperial Palace. The Sixth 
is, the Duke of Saxony, Marſhal or Sword- Bearer to 
the Emperor. The Seventh and laſt is, the Marquis 
of Brandenburg, Great Chamberlain, or Treaſurer of 
the Empire. 

There are reckon'd 25 Politick Princes or Dukes of 
the Empire, 6 Marquiſſes, 5 Lantgraves, 9 Archbi- 
ſhops, and Biſhops 47 ; Abbots who enjoy the Title 
and Dignity of Princes 12, Abbots of a lower De- 
gree 52. With innumerable others, too tedious to 
be named. 'They reckon alſo 82 Counts of principal 
Note, beſides many of a meanner Figure. They num- 
ber 49 Barons and Free Lords, 90 Haus- Towns, and 
10 Circles of the Empire. 

In the German-Diets, this Order is obſerved : 
When the Emperor is placed in the Throne, the Arch- 
biſhop of Tri-rs takes his Place juſt over againſt him: 
He of Menlx ſits next to the Emperor, on his Right 
Hand; the Second Place belongs to the King of Bo- 
hemia; and the Third to the Count Palatine of the 
Rhine. On the Emperor's Left Hand, the Archbiſhop 
of Cologn takes the firſt Place ; the Duke of Saxony the 
next; and tlie Marquis of Brandenburgh the third. 

The Hans-Towns which acknowledge no other Lord 
but the Emperor, are governed by their own Municipal 
Laws and Privileges. In ſome of them the Common 
People bear Rule ; in others a Mixture of the Commons 
and Nobles; and many of them wholly obey the 
Nobility. 

No Man Alutes by the Title of Emperor, him 
whom the Princes have elected to that Dignity, till 
he be crown'd by the Pope or Mufti of Rome. They 
call kim Cz/ar, or King of the Romans, or King of 
Germany, but not Emperor, till the Coronation is 
finiſh'd. Nor does the Emperor, even after he is 
crown'd and eftabliſh'd in the Throne, exerciſe an 
Abſolute Power in all Things; Affairs of Importance 
being generally referr'd to the Publick Diets or Divans 
of the Empire; where the Electoral Princes deliberate 
all Things; On whom the very Power of the Em- 
peror himſclf depends, Theſe 


238 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 


Theſe Diets are very confus'd and tedious, in re- 
gard the Princes ſeldom appear there in their own 
Perſons, but ſend their Ambaſſadors and Deputies, 
who yet have not full Power to conclude any Thing 
without particular Orders from their reſpetiFe Ma- 
ſters. So that a prodigious deal of Time 1s taken up, 
in ſending Couriers to inform the Princes of all emer- 
gent Counſels and Tranſactions, and in waiting for 
their expreſs Inſtructions and Anſwers again. 

In a word, conſidering the Diverſity of Intereſts 
carried on by the Electoral Princes, their mutual Feuds 
and Diſſentions, Domeſtick Animofities, and Foreign 
Engagements, both on Religious and Political Accounts; 
*tis a Miracle that this tottering Empire ſtands ſo long, 
and does not fall to Ruin: Eſpecially being environ'd, 
and almoſt continually aſſaulted by Three Potent E- 
nemies; the King of Sweden, the King of France, 
and our invincible Monarch : Not to mention the 
frequent Incurſions of the Muſcowites and Tartar: ; 
the Revolts of the Hungarians, Tranflvanians, Boſ- 
nians, Croats, and other Nations, which are counted 
Members of the German Empire. But he abounds 
in Men and Money, with all other Neceſſaries to ſup- 
port his Wars : There not being a more rich and 
populous Region on Earth, than Germany. 

Sage Hamet, when the determin'd Period is come, 
God will abaſe the Pride of theſe 7:fidel/s by the Hands 
of the True Believers : The Riches of the Weſt ſhall 
become the Spoil of Eaſtern Heroes; and the Poſteri- 
of Sher ſhall take Root in the Cities of Japbet. 

May'ſt thou live till that Time, to triumph in the 
Glory of the Houſe of mael, when they ſhall be 
exalted more than in the Ages that are paſt. 


Paris, 9th of the 71h Moon, 
of the Year 1673. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician 20 the Grand 


Signior. 


H Memory is like the Smell of Incenſe; re- 

freſhino as Wine of Tenedos in a Goblet of 
pure Gold. hen my Heart is almoſt dead with 
Melancholy ; when I can find no Pleaſure in Com- 
pany abroad, and the very Elements of which I am 
made, frown upon me; when the Time of Night 
forces me to come home ſighing as to a Priſon, and 
the Hangings of my Bed-Chamber look dull, and ſeem 
to be painted with horrid Tragedies : In a Word, when 
every Thing in Nature appears in an angry threatning 
Fit, then I think of thee, my Friend, and that Thought 
relieves me. Thy beloved Idea is a perfect Taliſman, 
working Wonders in my Soul. It charms or coun- 


tercharms, as my Occaſions do require. No Fears 


or Griefs, or other melancholy Paſſions dare abide 


its Energy: As ſoon as it appears, each baneful 


Thought is gone; the Troops of ſad Chimera's va- 
niſh like the Morning Miſt before the Sun. Thou 
art as a ſtrong Tower or Fortreſs, where I can take 
Sanctuary from my Enemies: An impregnable Cita- 
del, ſeated on the Top of a high Rock ; from whence 
T can look down with Scorn on my Perſecutors be- 
neath, poſſeſſing my ſelf in perfect Security. 

I dare not fo much as vent my Thoughts to ano- 
ther, tho' a Mu/ulman, for fear of ſome untoward 
Conſequence : So induſtrious is the Malice of moſt 
Men; ſo vigilant and ſtudious for an Opportunity of 
doing Miſchief. And as for theſe Infidels, my Con- 
verſation is for the moſt Part Hiſtrionick. I am con- 
ſtrained to act to the Life a very zealous Chriſtian, 
and a Catholick : When, God knows, my Heart keeps 
not Time with my exterior Actions and 9 8. 

or 
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Not but that there are Scepticks among the Chriſtians, 
as well as among True Believers: But they are ge- 
nerally very private and reſerv'd: For open Blaſphe- 
my, or what is reputed ſo here, is certainly puniſh'd - 

with Death. 1— 5 | 
I ſometimes meet with ingenuous and candid Souls, 
with whom I can diſcaurſe freely, and like a Man 
that doubts of many things, which others current- 
ly believe. Yet we dare not truſt each other too 
far, nor the very Air in which our Words vaniſh, 
aſter it has help'd to form them; leſt ſome ſly envious 
Demon ſhould catch the tranfient Sound, and rever- 
berate the yet articulated Body of Particles which 
made it, into ſome inquiſitive Ear to ruin us. For 
there are certain buſy goſſiping Eccho's ſcatter'd up 
and down the Elements, which are always lining 
to the Words of Mortals: And if the ſpightful Elves 
can but take hold of any Syllable to do a Man an In- 
jury, they are big till they have vented it. Yet they 
make no Shew or Noiſe, but whiſper out their Tales 
in Secret ; ſometimes in dead of Night, when Men 
are faſt aſleep ; at other Times when they are deeply 
muſing on the hidden things of Nature. For 'tis 
only to the Wiſe, the Sage, the Noble, and the 
Great, that they reveal theſe Paſſages, © becauſe 
*tis ſuch alone have Ears to hear them. They haunt 
the Bed. Chambers of Kings and Princes, to tell them 
News in Dreams. They are the ſwifteſt Couriers 
in the World. For they have Wings, and fly from 
Court to Court, and from one Climate to another in a 
Moment's time. They are always buzzing in the 
Ears of Stateſmen and great Politicians, to whom they 
ſhew the dark Intrigues of Foreign and Domeſtick 
Enemies. Thus are Conſpiracies and Plots of Re- 
bels oft diſcover'd, though managed never ſo ſe- 
cretly. They viſit now and then the Cloiets of 
Philoſopkcrs, and ſuch as love the Sciences : Men of 
abſtracted Souls; whoſe Thoughts are volatile and 
pure, their Fancies lively and vegete. To theſe they 
unfold the covert Mylleries of Nature, and Nr 
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them Things to come. They frame the Ideas of 
remote, unknown Events, which they imprint upon 
the ductile Minds of Prophets and holy Men: In- 
{ſpiring them with ſtrange and unaccountable Preſa- 
ges of what ſhall ſhortly happen to themſelves or 
others, whether it be good or evil. For theſe buſy- 
bodies are the Daughters of the World's great Soul ; 
and they inherit an univerſal Senſe and Feeling of 
whatſoever happens in the Elements. Tis true, 
ſome Knowledge they acquire by Study and Obſer- 
vation, even as we Mortals do; but at a far ſwift- 
er Rate. Their airy Bodies do not fo oppreſs their 
intellectual Faculties, as our groſs Hulks of Fleſh do 
ours. We're forced to dig and plow, or to ſow 
and harrow, for ſmall Returns of Science. Our Soil 
is barren, it muſt be manured and cultivated with 
Art and Coſt, before it yields a tolerable Harveſt of 
what deſerves the Name of ſolid Knowledge. But 
theſe defecate Tenants of the Air, have no more to 
do, but to be merely paſſive, and they ſtrait learn 
every Thing: For the eternal Sapience wanders 
through the Univerſe, to feek out ſuch as will or 
can imbibe her free Impreſſion. She voluntarily ſlides 


into receptive Souls, and fills them with her Rays. 


Thus the ſublimer Genii of the Air, baſk in an 
open Orb of intellectual Light, becauſe they are 
embodied in the moſt refined and pureſt Matter: 
Whereas we Mortals muſt be thankful for her II- 
luminations by Retale. She only ſhines on us through 
Chinks and Crannies of our dungeon Fleſh : And yet. 
but feldom ſo in dire& Beams. Few Men can boaſt 
that Privilege. The greateſt Part walk only in the: 
uncertain Twilight of Opinion; or, at beſt, in the 
faint languid Glimmering of human Reaſon ; which, 
like the Moon, conveys the Original Light of 
Science to us by Reflection, and at a ſecond Hand. 
We are fain to learn from Books, from Converſation 
and Experience. - 

Courteous Hali, thou wilt pardon the Confuſedneſs 
and want of Order in this 1 when thou ſhalt con- 
: NI. lde ⁊ 
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ſider the Force of Melancholy which firſt prompted 
me to write it. For, being very ſad, and overcaſt 
with Clouds of dark and gloomy Thoughts, which 
different Paſſions cauſed to joſtle one againſt another 
in my troubled Mind, I knew not how to eſcape 
the Tempeſt better than by writing to thee, my 
learned Friend, tho' only to expreſs my Circumſtan- 
ces. For when I began, I knew not what to ſay; 
but *twas an Eaſe to write at Random, any Thing, 
to breathe my Heart, and ventilate my Spleen. But 
the ſpecifick Remedy of my Grief, conſiſted in 
addrefling to thee, my dear Phyſician, whoſe. very 
Remembrance is a Catholicon, Proof againſt all my 
Maladies. 


Adieu, thou Æſculapius of the Ottomans, and live 
for ever. 


Paris, 15th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1673. p 


— At. ———__c@_ — ** * * eu RY 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Profeſſor of 


Philoſophy at Fez. 


Hou ſhalt ſee, that I am a Man of my Word, 

and will keep my Promiſe : For this Diſpatch 

contains a farther Defcription of Conſfantinople which 
L engag'd to preſent thee with in my laſt. 

This famous City is fixteen Miles in Circuit, 2”! 
contains Nine hundred thouſand Inhabitants. Tis 
divided into three Parts, by the Intercourſe of cer- 
tain Arms of the Sea ; and almoſt forms the Figure 
of a Triangle. The Walls are of an incredible 
Height, and encompaſs ſeven Hills within their Ex- 
tent. One is near the Grand Signior's Serail: Ano- 
ther is in the oppoſite Corner of this City; which 
leads to Adrianople. Between two others, there lies 
a Plain, which is called the great Valley. Jn this 
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is to be ſeen an Aqueduct of admirable Contrivance 
and Structure, the Work of oa the Great, 
who by this convey'd Water to the City from ſeven 
Miles Diſtance. Sehman II augmented it, by open- 
ing a Current of Water two Miles beyond the Source 
of Conflantinople, which runs through ſeven hundred 
and forty Pipes into the City; beſides thoſe which 
ſerve the Mo/ques, the Baths, and Houſes of Purifi- 
cation. 

At the Extremity of the Town is ſeen the antique 
Building of a Fortreſs, which is called the Caftle of 
the feven Towers ; a Work of inimitable Architecture. 
There-is a Garriſon in it of two hundred and fifty Sol- 
diers ; not one of which dares to ſet his Foot out of 
the Caſtle- Gates, without the Leave of the Vixir 
Axem, unleſs it be on two certain Days in the Year ; 
that is, the firſt of Beiram, and Ramezan. 

In this Place formerly the Ottoman Emperors us'd 
to lay their Treaſure of Gold and Silver, their Arms 
and Ammunition, their Books, and whatſoever they 
eſteem'd precious. But Amurat, the Son of Selymus 
II, tranſlated all theſe Theſe things into the Serai/ ; 
where they bave been kept ever nnce: And this 
Caſtle is turned into a Priſon for Kings and Princes 
taken Captives by the True Faithful ; as allo for re- 
bellious Ba//a's, and other Perſons of Quality. Here 
Coreſgui, Vayvod of Moldavia, was ſhut up in the 
Year 1617 of the Chriſtian Ara. And in the Year 
1622 of the ſame Date, the rebellious Fanizaries im- 
priſon'd their Sovereign Lord, Sultan O/man, whom 
—_—— they ſtrangled in the ſame Place. 

here are above two thouſand Meqres, Oratories, 
and Sepulchres, within the Walls of Conftantinaple, 
I have already deſcrib'd that of Aia-Sophian, in my 
laft. It remains now, that I ſpeak of four others 
built by ſome of our former Emperors. The firſt 
and the chiefeſt, was built by Su/tan Mahomet II, to 
expreſs his Gratitude to GOD for the taking of 
Conflantineple, It is a magnificent Structure, raiſed 
= according to the Pattern of Sarda Sophia, He 
5 | 3 WI caus'd 
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caus'd a hundred lately Chambers to be built round 
about it, both for the Service of the Imaums and Mol- 
labs who belong to. the Maſue; and for the Enter- 
tainment of Stangers, let them be of what Nation 
or Religion ſoever. He rais'd alſo fifty other Cham. 
bers without theſe, for the Uſe of the Poor : And 
endowed the Maſſue with ſixty thouſand Ducats of 
yearly. Revenue. 5 

The ſecond Mo/gue was built by Bajaxet II, the 
Son of this Mahomet, The third was built by Seli- 
unt I. The fourth, by Solyman the Magnificent. 
The three laſt of theſe Princes lie buried each in his 
own Mofque, under Monuments of a ſuperb Figure: 
Innumerable Lamps burning over them, and round 
about them, Night and Day, whilſt certain Mo/lahs 
pray by Turns, without ceaſing, for the Health of 
the departed Royal Souls. 

But the laſt of theſe Moſques, which was built, 
as J have ſaid, by Sultan So/yman, far exceeds all the 
reſt, and comes not ſhort of Sana Sophia, in the 
Richneſs of Marble, Porphyry, and other excellent 
Materials. | | 

The Grece#; have forty Churches and Chapels in 
Conftantinople, whercia they perform the Nazarene 
Worſhip. The Armenians have four. Thoſe of the 
Latin Communion have a College annexed to it for 
a certain Number of Jet. This is ſeated in Pe- 
ra, which is a kind of Suburb to Conflantinople. 

The Fervs have great Liberty in the Imperial Ci- 
ty. Their Habitations are contiguous, taking up 
nine Principal Streets and they have eight and thirty 
Synagogues. _ . 
The Walls of the City remain very entire, and are 
double towards the Land. There are nineteen 
Gates in them; one of which is call'd the Hob Gate, 
in reſpect of a vaſt Multitude of Chriſtian Saints 
who lie buried in a Chapel hard by it. It was thro” 
this Gate that Mehomer II, made his triumphant 
Entry into Conſtantinople, on purpoſe, as it were, to 
prophane the reputed Sanity of the Place, * 
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inſult o'er their falſe Gods; whilſt he came to eſta- | 
bliſh the Law and Worſhip of the only True Go p, 
Creator of Heaven and Earth. 
There are abundance of antique Monuments in 
the City, as Pyramids and Obeliſks of admirable | 
Figure and Contrivance. In one place, there are | 
three Serpents of Marble, firetching themſelves to 
the Height of two Men, and mutually twiſtin 
about each other. The Report goes, That thels 
were erected by a —— at the Time when the Ci- 
tizens were much infeſted with living Serpents, and 
'that by this Enchantment they were freed. 
One of theſe hasa Wound in the Neck, which was 
given it by Mahomet II, when he rode into the van- 
quiſh'd City. For, he beholding the horrid 14. and 
gueſſing right, that it was the Work of ſome Ma- 
gician, was moved with holy Zeal and Indignation. 
Wherefore, couching his Spear, and giving Spurs to 
his Horſe, he ran full tilt againſt it, aad wounded one 
of the Serpents in the Neck, which is ſeen to this Day. 
In the ſame Pavement there ſtands a very elegant Co- 
lumn of ruſtick Workmanſhip, as they call it : The 
Marble of which it - conſiſts, being faſtened together 
without the Intervention of Mortar, Bitumen, or 
any other Cement. It has within, a winding Stair- 
Caſe by which one may go up to the Top. 
In this Place, which is called the Hippodrome, the 
Ottoman Grandets exerciſe themſelves on Horſeback, 
and ſometimes the Grand Signzor himſelf : Eſpecially 
on great Feſtivals. | 
Round about it, there are above two thouſand little 
Shops of Taylors or Botchers, for the Uſe of thoſe 
who would have their Gaments mended, ſcowr'd and 
a poliſn'd at a ſmall Price. And yet out of this ſo con- 
temptible a Trade, the Grand Signior receives a yearly 
| Ciuſtom of eleven thouſand Zequins. By this thou may'ſt 
ö take an Eſtimate of his other Revenues, which flow into | 
| his Coffers from all Parts of ſo vaſt an Empire. . 
| | There are above forty thouſand Ware- Houſes, and 
Shops of Merchants, Brokers, Pedlars, Huckſters, x 
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ſuch like Callings : Each Trade having their proper 
Bazar, or Market, according to the Quality of the 
Goods . they ſell, But there is one more eminent 
than all the reſt, which is called Baftian ; where are 
Goldimiths, Jewellers, and ſuch as deal in any man- 
ner of fine coſtly Things. This Place is environ'd 


with. very ſtrong Walls, fix Foot thick, and is ſhut 


up every Night by four double Gates, and at other 
Times as Occaſion requires : So that it looks like a 
little well-ſortified Town. 

In this wealthy Market, there is a Gallery or Pi- 
azza nearly arch'd and ſupported by twenty-four 
Pillars. Under this, there are abundance of little 
Shops, fix Foot long, and four in Breadth. Here all 
thoſe precious Commodities are expos'd to fale on 
Tables or Counters, and with their Luſtre dazzle the 
Eyes of ſuch as paſs by. 

Thou may'ſt alſo conjefture at the vaſt Gains of 
theſe Merchants, by the Rates which they pay to 
the Grand Signior, only for their Licence to fell in 
this Place. I have known one Man, that was my 
particular Acquaintance, give yearly two thouſand 
Franks for this Liberty ; and he told me, That no 
Man could enjoy the Freedom of the Place under 
that Price, unleſs he had great Favour ſhewn him, 
which is very rare; and even then it would not be 
much abated. 

As one paſſes from this Market one Way, there 
ariſes a ſtately Column of Porphyry begirt in many 
Places with Iron Hoops: and a little diſtant you ſee 
another more lofty than this: It is called the Hiſto- 
rical Column, being engraven all over with the Fi- 
gures of Men. In this alſo, there is a Stair-cale to 
the top, but much broken, and in danger of fall- 
ing, if it were not ſtrengthened and heid together 
with vaſt Hoops of Iron. 

The next Thing worthy to be ſeen, is the old Palace 
of Conflantine the Great: Worthy, I ſay, to be ſeen 
only for its Antiquity ; for it is no very elegant Build- 
ing ; yet it has this Commendation, That it ſtands 
Ca in 
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in the pureſt and moſt wholſome Air of the whole 
City. | 

1 nere is another Market alſo wall'd in, beſides that 
of the Goldſmiths, c. which has a Piazza ſupport- 
ed by ſixteen Pillars. In this are ſold all Manner of 
Silks. And a little way off from this, is the Bazar 
where they ſell Slaves. So great are the Gains of 
this Traffick, that thoſe who ule it, pay to the 
Grand Signior, by way of Cuſtom, the Yearly Sum 
of ſixteen Thouſand Zequins. 

The Vintners, Victuallers, and Sutlers, who ſell 
Wine to the Chrifiizans and Jews, and privately to the 
Muſſulmans, pay yearly Fifty Eight Thouſand, Seven 
Hundred and Eighty- eight Zequins. The very Fiſher- 
men of Conſtantinople, who live along the Strand, 
pay the Yearly Sum of Twenty Nine Thouſand 
Three Hundred Ninety-four Zequins. The Corn- 
Market, where all Sorts of Grain, Pulſe, Meal, and 
Flour, are fold, pays yearly into the Treaſury 14 
Purſes of Money, each Purſe being worth a Thou- 
land, Six Hundred, Thirty and Three Zequins. The 
Egyptian Merchants who bring their Goods from 
Alcaire, to ſell them at Conſtantinople, pay 24 Pur- 
ſes. The Freight of all Foreign Merchant-Ships, 
make up 180 Purſes of Gold. I have mentioned 
the Value of each Purſe before. The great Sham- 
bles without the City, pay 32 Purſes. There ſerve 
in this Place 200 Butchers, over whom there is a 
Præfect or Maſter, without whoſe Conſent no Man 
can kill any Beaſt, unleſs it be in the Caſe of Cor- 
ban. Nay, ſo great is the Authority of this Præſect, 
that the Fes themſelves are forc'd to aſk his Leave 
to kill their Beaſts after their own Faſhion. The 
Reaſon why the Shambles are without the City, is 
for Purity ſake, leſt the City be polluted with Blood. 

It is impoſſible to caſt up the prodigious Revenue 
which ariſes to the Grand Signior from the Sale of 
Hungarian Sheep and Oxen, in the 1oth and 11th 
Moons. But thou may'ſt comprehend that it is very 
great, when ſometimes in one Day's time, there are 
{old 25000 Oxen, and 40000 Sheep. 

Neither 
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- Neither is it more eaſy to reackon up his Incomes 
from the Sale of Houſes, Skiffs, Galleys, Saicks, 
and bigger Veſſels. Beſides, it would be too tedious for 
one Letter. What ſhall I fay of the Tribute which 
the Fews and Chriſtians pay, amounting Yearly to a 
prodigious Sum of Money? Time, Paper, Ink, and 
Human Patience itſelf would fail in rehearſing ſo 
many Particulars. | 

But thou mayeſt frame a Regular Judgment of 
the immenſe Riches which the Grand Signior is poſ- 
ſeſſed of; when thou ſhalt know, that there is a 
Mint in the Imperial City, where Four Hundred 
Men perpetually labour in coining new Money, hav- 
ing a Preſident, or Overſeer, who ſuperviſes the Work, 
who muſt be a Grecian, by a ſpecial Privilege grant- 
ed to that Nation by our Munificent Emperors ; be- 
cauſe the Mines of Silver and Gold, are within the 
Limits of the Grecian Empire. So that none but 
Greeks are admitted to aſſiſt at this curious Artifice. 

The Preſident is obliged every New-Moon to fend 
into the Serail Ten Thouſand Zequins of Gold, and 
Twenty Thouſand in Silver. For ſuch is the Pleaſure 
of the Great Sultan, that the Royal Palace ſhould al- 
ways abound with fair new Money. 

Sage Maſu, aſſure thy ſelf, that Conflantineple is 
the Grand Treaſury, Exchequer, or Bank, of the 
whole Earth; where all the Riches of the EA., 
Ven, North, and South, and of the Seven Climates, 
are refunded and laid up as in their proper Centre. 
But I have more to fay in another Letter concerning 
this glorious City, Only Time juſt now gave me a 
Prick with the End of his Scythe, to put me in Mind 
of an urgent Affair, not to be neglected this Moment. 
Wherefore, in Haſte, Adieu. Tt. 

Paris, 1½ of the 8:h Moon, ie 

of the Year 1673. 


THE END. 
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Neither is it more eaſy to reackon up his Incomes 
from the Sale of Houſes, Skiffs, Galleys, Saicks, 
and bigger Veſſels. Beſides, it would be too tedious for 
one Letter. What ſhall I fay of the Tribute which 
the Fews and Chriſtians pay, amounting Yearly to a 
prodigious Sum of Money? Time, Paper, Ink, and 
Human Patience itſelf would fail in rehearſing fo 
many Particulars. | 

But thou mayeſt frame a Regular Judgment of 
the immenſe Riches which the Grand Signior is poſ- 
ſeſſed of ; when thou ſhalt know, that there is a 
Mint in the Imperial City, where Four Hundred 
Men perpetually labour in coining new Money, hav- 
ing a Preſident, or Overſeer, who ſuperviſes the Work, 
who muſt be a Grecian, by a ſpecial Privilege grant- 
ed to that Nation by our Munificent Emperors ; be- 
cauſe the Mines of Silver and Gold, are within the 
Limits of the Grecian Empire. So that none but 
Greeks are admitted to aſſiſt at this curious Artifice. 

The Prefident is obliged every New-Moon to fend 
into the Serail Ten Thouſand Zequins of Gold, and 
Twenty Thouſand in Silver. For ſuch is the Pleaſure 
of the Great Sultan, that the Royal Palace ſhould al- 
ways abound with fair new Money. 

Sage Maſu, aſſure thy ſelf, that Conſtantinople is 
the Grand Treaſury, Exchequer, or Bank, of the 
whole Earth; where all the Riches of the Ea, 
Ve, North, and South, and of the Seven Climates, 
are refunded and laid up as in their proper Centre. 
But J have more to ſay in another Letter concerning 
this glorious City, Only Time juſt now gave me a 
Prick with the End of his Scythe, to put me in Mind 
of an urgent Affair, not to be neglected this Moment. 
Wherefore, in Haſte, Adieu. LY 


Paris, 1// of the 8:h Moon, | TT 
of the Year 1673. | | 


THE END. 
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